Fahd congratulates Al Hussein 
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AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday received a cable of congratulations from 
Saudi King Fahd Ben Abdul Aziz on the successful 
surgery he underwent. King Fahd wished him contin- 
ued good health and a happy life. His Majestv also 
received two cables from Saudi Crown Prince Abdul- 
lah Ben Abdul Aziz and from Prince Sultan Ben 
Abdul Aziz, the Saudi minister of defence, who con- 
gratulated him on his successful surgery and wished 
him good health and a speedy recovery. " 



His Majesty condoles Kuwait 

AMMAN ; Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on Sun- 
day sen: a cable to Sheikh Jaber AJ Ahmad A! Jfllwr of 
Kuwait, condoling him over the passing of the former 
Kuwaiti Defence Minister Sheikh Ali Al Sabah. King 
Hussein expressed his heartfelt condolences, as well :ls 
those of the Jordanian people and government and 
wished the Kuwaiti leader continued good health and 
happiness. Sheik Ali Sabah A I Salem A I Sabah, .i 
member of the royal family, died Sunday of a heart 
attack in London. Sheik Ali was 49 and is sun ived by 
a wife, four daughters and a son. 
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Mustafa Amin 
dies at 83 

CAIRO (Petra) — The 
renowned Arab journalist 
Mustafa Amin died in Cairo 
at the age of S3 as a result of 
high blood pressure. The late 
Amin and his twin brother 
Ali Amin established Al 
Akhbar newspaper in 1952. 
Since his brother died twen- 
ty years ago. the late Amin 
has been writing the daily 
comer entitled "Idea" replac- 
ing his brother Ali who initi- 
ated it. Mustafa Amin was 
bom in Cairo on Feb. 21. 
1914. He got his first univer- 
sity degree at the American 
University of Cairo after 
which he enrolled at George 
Town University in the USA 
and graduated in 193S. He 
started his career in journal- 
ism as editor of Rose Al 
Youssef magazine before 
moving to Al Ahram. He 
wrote in several Egyptian 
newspapers until he estab- 
lished with his brother in 
1944 the Akhbar Al Vom 
paper. He bought the Akher 
AJ Saa'a magazine and 
established Al Jeel in 1951. 
He was appointed chairman 
of the board of directors of 
Dar Al Hilal publishing 
house. The late Amin 
received the Press Award 
from Missouri University in 
1978. In 1990 he joined the 
Academy of Arabic. 

Iraqi boats fire on 
Kuwaiti patrols 

KUWAIT CITY (.AFP) — 
Three Iraqi vessels opened 
fire on Kuwaiti patrol boats 
operating in the Kuwaiti side 
of rhe demilitarised zone 
(DMZ) but there were no 
injuries, the interior ministry 
said Sunday. Two coastguard 
patrols and one patrol from 
the communications min- 
istry were exposed to "direct 
fire from three Iraqi vessels 
in Khor Bubiyan in the 
demilitarised zone," a brief 
mini soy statement sent to 
AFP said. The Khor Bubiyan 
waterway is on the Kuwaiti 
side of the DMZ, which 
extends 30 kilometres into 
Iraq and five kilometres into 
Kuwait The ministry state- 
ment said there were no 
injuries, but the incident had 
been reported to the United 
Nations Iraq-Kuwait Obser- 
vation mission fUNIKOM) 
is "to take the necessary 
measures." UNDCOM has 
observers along the 200- 
kilometre land border 
between the two countries 
and also patrols by heli- 
copter and observes from 
coastal posts the 40-kilome- - 
ire sea border. 

Libyan government 
accused of 
political killings 

CAIRO t'AFPj — The gov- 
ernment of Libya has assas- 
sinated 32S opponents in 17 
years, a Cairo-based opposi- 
tion group said Sunday. 
"According to our informa- 
tion. 32S Libyan men and 
women have been assassi- 
nated by the regime between 
April 1977 and the end of 
August 1994,” said a state- 
ment from the National 
From for the Salvation of 
Libya iNFSD- The state- 
ment said 294 had died 
inside Libya — S4 from tor- 
ture. 50 executed in public, 
140 in premeditated "acci- 
dents" and 20 in fights with 
"collaborators of the 
regime." The NFSL said 34 
others had been killed 
abroad, mainly in Europe. 
The statement was issued to 
commemorate the 20th 
anniversary of the April 
1977 execution of 21 army 
officers accused of trying to 
engineer a coup against Mr. 
Qadhafi in August 1975. A 
NFSL official, who asked to 
remain anonymous, said the 
toll was based on reports 
from opposition movements 
inside Libya and from 
human rights groups such as 
Amnesty Intern ational. The 
NSFL is the largest secular 
Libyan opposition group. 


PNA ready for final status talks parallel 
to settlement halt and signed agreements 


Israel lifts closure of 
West Bank and Gaza 


Bv Lamis Andoni 
in Boston 

THE PALESTINIAN 
National Authority (PNA) 
has demanded an immedi- 
ate cessation of Israeli set- 
tlement construction and 
resumption of the imple- 
mentation of interim agree- 
ments and reiterated that 
the execution of U.N. Secu- 
rity Council Resolution 242 
was a major prerequisite to 
save the ailing peace 
process. 

The Palestinians have 
agreed to start final-status 
negotiations with Israel 
provided they are held par- 
allel to the implementation 
of interim agreements and 
only after a freeze on all 
Jewish settlement activity. 

The PNA position was 
conveyed in a letter from 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat to U.S. President 
Bill Clinton and was fur- 
ther expounded during a 
series of meetings that con- 
cluded on Friday in Wash- 
ington, Palestinian negotia- 
tors said. The U.S. adminis- 
tration has already consult- 
ed with the Israelis and is 
expected to send special 
envoy Dennis Ross back to 
the region in the very near 
future for further discus- 
sions, they said. 

A high-level Palestinian 
delegation that left Wash- 
ington after talks, on Satur- 
day. was told that the 
American administration 
would take PNA ideas into 
account as it formulates an 
American initiative to 
break the current impasse. 

The delegation, including 
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu 
Mazen) Saeb Erekai and 
Han an Ashrawi. held a 
series of important talks 
with American officials but 
was not received by Mr. 
Clinton. 

Palestinian officials told 
the Jordan Times that the 
U.S. did not divulge much 
information about the ini- 
tiative it is expected to put 
forward. Judging by infor- 
mation available from 
American and Palestinian 
sources, Washington has 
not yet formulated a final 
initiative to bridge the 
widening gap between 
Israel and the PNA. 

PNA officials explained 
that their position did not 
amount to pre-conditions 
but was mainly an attempt 
to bring Israel to adhere to 
the terms of the Oslo agree- 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
has decided to launch a 
diplomatic offensive 

against the United States to 
prevent it from forcing a 
U-N- condemnation of an 
Iraqi flight that took Mus- 
lim pilgrims to Saudi Ara- 
bia this week. 

A senior Iraqi official said 
Sunday that Baghdad 

would make concerted 

efforts “through diplomatic 
channels and on all levels 
to explain that it has not 
violated U.N. resolutions.” 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil postponed consultations 
until Monday after failing 
to agree on how to respond 
to the Iraqi Airways flight 
which carried 104 pilgrims 
Wednesday to Jeddah in 
Saudi Arabia. 

The United States charges 
that this is violation of the 
U -N. air embargo placed on 
Iraq after its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

“The American position 
is illegal and the pressure 
exerted by the United 
States to force a condemna- 
tion (of Iraq) is unaccept- 
able.” the Revolutionary 


menL 

“We emphasised that all 
parties involved should 
have an unequivocal com- 
mitment to the Oslo 
accords as the term of refer- 
ence to the current 
process,” Abu Mazen told 
the Jordan Times in a tele- 
phone interview before 
leaving Washington. 

The PNA position as out- 
lined in the Arafai-to-Clin- 
ton letter included the fol- 
lowing points: 

— An immediate cessa- 
tion of all unilateral Israeli 
steps, including Jewish set- 
tlement building in Arab 
East Jerusalem and across 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

— The implementation of 
the rest of the interim- 
agreements including fur- 
ther Israeli troop redeploy- 
ments, the opening of an 
airport and sea pen in the 
Gaza Strip, as well as safe 
passage between Gaza and 
the West Bank along with 
other agreed upon proce- 
dures. 

— That the start of final 
status negotiations should 
parallel (contrary to the 
Israeli position) the imple- 
mentation of the interim 
agreements. 

— A reiteration that the 
final status negotiations 
should lead to the imple- 
mentation of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 242. 

— There is no peace with 
settlements. 

The Palestinians also 
conveyed the view that any 
suggestion to build Pales- 
tinian housing units to jus- 
tify the construction of new 
Jewish settlements on Jabal 
Abu Ghneim was unaccept- 
able. 

The PNA has accepted 
resumption of security co- 
ordination with Israel as 
was demonstrated in the 
crackdown on a clandestine 
Hamas unit. Some Palestin- 
ian security chiefs had 
resisted the idea of Israel- 
PNA cooperation but the 
PNA maintained its posi- 
tion in order not to give 
Israelis a pretext to evade 
international pressure to 
halt settlement activities. 

However, the U.S. has 
demanded more steps from 
the PNA. according to 
Palestinian sources. 

In meetings with Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright and Mr. Ross. Abu 

(Continued on page 7) 


Command Council said in a 
statement after a meeting 
chaired Saturday by Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

The council warned dial 
Baghdad would “refuse any 
new interpretation of the 
(U.N.) resolutions and 
reserved the right to contin- 
ue to use its planes.” 

It “paid tribute to the 
understanding attitude of 
some members of the Secu- 
rity Council,” the statement 
added. 

The Security Council was 
split over the legality of the 
flight, which Iraq argued 
was humanitarian and 
therefore allowed under the 
ambiguously-worded Reso- 
lution 670. 

The government newspa- 
per Al Jomhuriya said: 
“The debates over the 
humanitarian flight showed 
the United States can no 
longer manipulate the 
Security’ Council’s posi- 
tions. 

“Iraq's position is getting 
stronger and stronger” 
within the international 
community, it said. 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

ISRAEL SIGNIFICANT- 
LY eased a closure on the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
on Sunday, allowing thou- 
sands of Palestinians to 
reach jobs in Israel for the 
first time in over three 
weeks. 

The easing of the eco- 
nomic blockade imposed 
after a cafe bombing in Tel 
Aviv and revelations that 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and opposition 
leader Shimon Peres dis- 
cussed forming a joint gov- 
ernment seemed to signal 
movement towards ending 
the stalemate with the 
Palestinians. 

Since Israel began con- 
struction of a Jewish settle- 
mem in Arab East 
Jerusalem last month, there 
have been daily clashes in 
the West Bank. 

In the town of Hebron. 
Jewish settlers pelted 
Palestinians with rocks and 
empty bottles from their 
rooftops. Palestinians in the 
market below climbed up 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel appeared clos- 
er Sunday to forming a unity 
government after Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu said 
he did not have enough sup- 
port in his rightwing coalition 
to save the teetering Middle 
East peace process. 

“There exists a majority in 
the (Israeli) population that 
supports a finalstatus accord,” 
with the Palestinians, Mr. 
Netanyahu said on Israeli 
army radio Saturday. “This is 
not the case in the current gov- 
erning coalition." 

Mr. Netanyahu has repeated- 
ly indicated over the last few 
days thar he may soon ask the 
opposition Labour Party, led 
by former Prime Minister and 
peace architect Shimon Peres, 
to form a new government 

The move comes after Mr. 
Netanyahu’s hardline policies, 
including the go-ahead last 
month to build a new Jewish 
settlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem, have enraged the 
Palestinians, sparking violent 
protests and bringing peace 
talks to a standstill. 

Mr. Peres, who has called 
several times for the creation 
of a national unity government 
to save the peace process, said 
on Israel Radio Sunday that he 
had met secretly with Mr. 
Netanyahu 10 days ago to dis- 
cuss the issue. 

Mr. Netanyahu said on Sat- 
urday that he would “soon” 
make his decision on whether 
to dump the more hardline ele- 
ments in his Likud coalition 
and form a coaltion with the 
centre-left Labour Party. 

He has given a series of 
interviews in the past days 
pointing out the difficult chal- 
lenges facing the peace 
process and saying Israel will 
have to make “very painful 
decisions” on the future of 
Jerusalem and the possible cre- 
ation of a Palestinian state. 

“I think about one basic 
question: will the broadening 
of the government bring a bet- 
ter result in our ability to stick 
to this process and finish it.” 
the right-wing leader said ear- 
lier this week. 

"Or, will (Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser) Arafat see two 


to adjacent rooftops to 
retaliate. 

Three Palestinians, three 
settler children and one 
Israeli soldier were lightly 
injured. A few streets away. 
Israeli soldiers fired rubber 
bullets and stun grenades at 
Palestinian protesters who 
threw stones at soldiers and 
settler homes. 

Relations between Israel 
and the Palestinians have 
ground to a near halt since 
the settlement construction 
began. 

Near the Jewish settle- 
ment of Kfar Darom in the 
Gaza Strip, Israeli troops 
discovered and dismantled 
a bomb planted near the 
road. 

Hamas spokesman in 
Gaza Sayed Abu Musameh 
hinted that the militant 
group that claimed respon- 
sibility for the cafe bomb- 
ing and the killing of an 
Israeli soldier whose body 
was buried Sunday, could 
carry out more attacks 
against Israel. 

“I expect a popular upris- 

(Continuvd on page 7) 


parts of this government that 
he could play against each 
other,” Mr. Netanyahu said 

A parliamentary coalition of 
Labour and Ukud would give 
a national unity government 
66 out of 120 seats, or the 
same mandate as the current 
Netanyahu cabinet which 
relies ou a grouping of small 
far-right and religious parties. 

Some parties in Mr. 
Netanyahu’s rightwing coali- 
tion have expressed opposition 
to handing over more territory 
to the Palestinians, even 
though the land-for-peace for- 
mula is the basis of the Oslo 
peace process launced by 
Labour in 1993. 

The Labour Party also has 
strong critics of a national 
unity government, including 
its number two and favourite 
to succeed Mr. Peres, former 
Foreign Minister Ehud Barak. 

“Netanyahu is playing with 
us to hide the failure of his 
policies,” said Mr. Barak, who 
is described by political ana- 
lysts as fearing that such a 
coalition would delay Mr. 
Peres’ retirement. 

Since Mr. Netanyahu’s gov- 
ernment was elected last May 
its hardline policies have 
plunged the peace process inio 
deep crisis. 

Lsraeli-Palesiinian peace 
talks ground to a halt after 
Israel began construction on 
March 18 of Jabal Abu 
Ghneim settlement in Arab 
East Jerusalem, which the 
Palestinians regard as the capi- 
tal of their future stare. 

Since the groundbreaking, 
daily confrontations between 
Palestinians throwing rocks 
and Israeli soldiers shooting 
rubber jacketed bullets have 
left seven Palestinians dead, 
one of them from an Israeli 
settler’s gunfire. 

A suicide bombing in Tel 
Aviv in retaliation for the set- 
tlement construction killed 
three Israeli women. 

So-called “final sums" talks 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tinians will deal with the 
toughest issues between them, 
such as the extent of Palestin- 
ian sovereignty and the status 
of Jerusalem which Israel says 
is its "eternal capital.” 


Iraq starts diplomatic 
offensive against U.S. 


Israel moves towards 
unity government to 
save peace process 



Palestinians wait in line to show their permits at the Beit Hanoun checkpoint in 
the Gaza Strip. Thousands of Palestinians reached for jobs in Israel on Sunday 
after the Israelis eased a closure imposed on the West Bank and Gaza (Reuters 
photo) 

Lone Palestinian woman shoots 3 


at King Hussein Bridge crossing 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian officials on Sunday 
described the shooting by a 26- year-old 
Palestinian woman at the King Hussein 
Bridge which left three people injured a.** an 
individual act. 

“All evidence point that the woman acted 
on her own." Minister of State for Informa- 
tion Affairs Samir Mutawe’ said. 

Officials identified the woman as Sonia 
Mahmoud Rai. from Qalqiliya in the nonh- 
em West Bank, shot and wounded three 
people, including two Israeli soldiers and a 
Palestinian woman at the bridge on the 
side which is still controlled by Israel. 

The woman's brother. Ibrahim Raei. com- 
mitted suicide in an Israeli prison in 198$. 
a Palestinian security official in the West 
Bank said. 

Raei was a member of the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine iPFLP). and 
was in jail for ten years, said the official, 
who spoke on condition of anonymity. 


Security arrangements at all three cross- 
ing points stipulate that each side search- 
es only the arrivals from the other side, 
according to officials. 

"Passengers crossing the bridge from the 
Israeli side are not searched tat the origi- 
nating side) and vice-versa.” one official 
told the Jordan Times. 

The woman fired at least three shots 
before she was apprehended and her gun 
taken away, said police, adding that no 
return shot's were fired by Israeli troops. 
"She hid the weapon under her clothes and 
had not yei been searched on the Israeli 
side when she began to fire at the i Israeli) 
guards.” said a Jordanian official, who 
requested anonymity. 

King Hussein Bridge is usually used by 
West Bank residents and foreigners, while 
Jordanians cross to Israel through the 
northern border crossing. Sheikh Hussein 
Bridge. 

According to Dr. Mutawe’. the King Hus- 
sein Bridge will be closed until investiga- 
tions are over. 


Crown Prince stresses importance of 
maintaining judiciary's independence 


Candidate selection should be based on efficiency 
and experience, Prince Hassan tells senior judges 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Sunday 
underlined the importance 
of maintaining the inde- 
pendence of the judicial 
authority and developing 
and modernising the judi- 
cial system in implementa- 
tion of His Majesty King 
Hussein's directives to the 
new government. 

Speaking during a visit to 
the Court of Cassation 
where he met senior 
judges the Crown Prince 
said that the proposed strat- 
egy for development should 
be translated into practical 
steps and u realistic execu- 
tive programme, adding 
that the judicial authority 
should carefully select per- 
sonnel who assume the post 
of judges based on the 
candidates' efficiency and 

expertise rather than other 

considerations. 

Referring to the judicial 
institute he said that its 
cadres should be provided 
with basic scientific and 
academic knowledge so as 
to discharge their duty effi- 
ciently. 

Despite rhe difficulties 
the judges had to encounter 
at the old Palace of Justice 
building located in down 
town Amman, the judges 
had done a great and distin- 
guished job. adding that 
new and appropriate legis- 
lation should be enacted to 
provide job security and 
reassurance to all person- 
nel of the judiciary system, 
something which is bound 
to yield very positive 
results. Prince Hassan said. 

He congratulated the 
judges on the new modem 



premises and called for a 
study of the economic and 
social conditions of the 
members of the judiciary in 
order to eliminate the cur- 
rent \ ary ins levels in living 
conditions. 

He said that the greater 
authorities given to the 
judges to exercise, the 
greater will be the deepen- 
ing of the concept of the 
rule of law in the country . 

The Crown Prince under- 
lined the importance for 
civic society and slate of 
law to duly examine rea- 
sons for enacting any law 
before issuing legislation 
adding that civic society 
and state of law as well us 
professional associations 
and chambers of industry 
and trade should all be 
involved in a constructive 
dialogue over the various 
types of legislation. 

Referring to academic 
training for judges. Prince 
Hassan said that this can be 


guaranteed through the 
judicial institute which lays 
the definition and qualities 
Ol' personnel and run*, train- 
ing programmes forjudges, 
stressing that development 
of pertinent legislation 
should be coupled with 
development and training 
of personnel in the judicial 
system. 

He urged the authorities 
to enhance cooperation 
Km ween judges and 
lawyers and underlined the 
need for the establishment 
of a data base benefining 
the judicial authority and 
the publishing of a legal 
gazette and the setup of a 
technical office attached to 
the Court of Cassation to 
help achieve that goal. 

After the meeting. Prince 
Hassan who was accompa- 
nied by Royal Court Chief 
Awn Khasawneh and Jus- 
tice Minister Riyad Al 
Shakaa toured the different 
sections of the new Palace 
of Justice located in the 
Abdul i district and listened 
to the project's engineer 
who outlined the designs 
and the facilities for the 
judges and the public. 

Mr. Shakaa and the pro- 
ject engineer discussed 
with Prince Hassan the 
process of furnishing the 
new conns which is expect- 
ed to be completed by July 
of this year. 

The new premises 
embody the Court of Cassa- 
tion. the Criminal Court, 
the Supreme Coun. the 
First Instance Court in 
addition to lawyers halls, 
and the other offices for the 
court officials as well as a 
library and other utilities. 
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Saudi troops ready to act 
against Iranian pilgrims 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — Saudi troops 
took up positions on Sunday outside the 
headquarters of Iranian pilgrims in 
Mecca in an attempt to prevent tradi- 
tional anti-U.S. demonstrations, the 
official Iranian news agency IRNA said. 

“Saudi security forces and soldiers 
have deployed in front of the headquar- 
ters of the (Iranian) representation" in 
Mecca, where the annual Hajj began 
Thursday, IRNA said. 

However, witnesses said the level of 
security outside the Iranian compound 
was not out of the ordinary. 

Members of the special pilgrimage 
police force and Interior Ministry troops 

were deployed at the site, but the rank- 
and-file were armed only with wooden 
clubs and only the officers carried hand- 
guns. the witnesses said. 

Despite repeated warnings from Saudi 
Arabia, Iranian pilgrims said Friday 
they would go ahead with their disavow- 
al of the pagans rally, during which they 
chant slogans against the United States 
and Israel. 

The head of Iran's 73,000 pilgrims in 
Mecca. Mohammad Mohammadi Rey 
Shahri, told IRNA that the demonstra- 
tion would be held "with all its splen- 
dour" on Sunday — the sixth day of the 
lunar month. 

However, Mr. Shahri said the demon- 
strations could be held outside of Mecca 
in either Mount Arafat or Mina, nearby 
stations on the pilgrimage. 

Since its 1979 Islamic revolution, 
Tehran has regularly called for pilgrims 
to organise disavow'al-of-the-un believ- 


ers demonstrations in Mecca against the 
United States and Israel. 

Saudi Arabia, which is hosting nearly 
two million pilgrims this year, strictly 
prohibits them from holding any politi- 
cal demonstrations. 

In the pasL iranian demonstrations 
have resulted in clashes between pil- 
grims and Saudi police. In 1987, more 
than 400 people died in such incidents. 

The Iranian government did not 
explicitly call on its pilgrims to demon- 
strate this year, unlike previous years, 
amid wanning relations between Tehran 
and Riyadh. 

Iran said Sunday that officials in Saudi 
Arabia prevented Iran from setting up 
field hospitals for its pilgrims. 

The IRNA quoted the head of Iran’s 
medical team, Shahabeddin Sadr, as say- 
ing Saudi authorities blocked his work- 
ers from setting up medical centers in 
Mina and Arafat, on the plains outside 
the Holy City of Mecca. 

It said the Saudi officials told Mr. Sadr 
that the kingdom would provide any 
needed medical care. 

However, the Islamic republic has 
since found itself plunged in a new cri- 
sis with the West, after a German court 
implicated its leaders in the 1992 assas- 
sinations of Kurdish dissidents in Berlin 
(see story on page 12). 

Every Muslim must make the pilgrim- 
age to Mecca, birthplace of the Prophet 
Mohammad, at least once in his life if he 
can afford it. 


U.S. Air Force says White not 
responsible in Saudi bombing 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The U.S. Air Force reeval- 
uated a report on a bomb- 
ing in Saudi Arabia that 
killed 19 American air- 
men and came to the same 
conclusion, officials say: 
die commanding general 
was not negligent in pro- 
tecting his base. 

Potentially, the finding 
puts new Defence Secre- 
tary William Cohen in the 
sensitive position of hav- 
ing to act on an issue 
requiring him to weigh the 
wishes of Congress 
against those of senior 
military officers. 

John White, the Penta- 
gon’s second ranking offi- 
cial, demanded the review 
of the Air Force's initial 
report in February. A Pen- 
tagon official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, 
said Saturday that the Air 
Force sent Mr. White a 
draft report reaffirming 
the finding. 

The first study conclud- 
ed that Brigadier General 
Terryl Schwalier had done 
more than could have 
been expected of him to 
ensure the safety of the 
men and women at the 
Dhahran complex, known 
as Khobar Towers. 

"There is no change 
from the first report," said 
the source, who is knowl- 
edgeable about iLs con- 
tents. "It repeats the same 
conclusion." 

Another military source, 
also speaking privately, 
said the latest version of 
the Air Force report insists 


Gen. Schwalier “did ever- 
ything be could have, and 
that what he did was rea- 
sonable and prudent to 
ensure the safety of his 
people, based on the intel- 
ligence ... available to him 
at the time.” 

Gen. Schwalier was 
wing commander for the 
unit in Saudi Arabia, 
which flew flight-interdic- 
tion missions over south- 
ern Iraq. 

Such a stand by the Air 
Force lobs a decision on 
the matter directly into the 
lap of the Pentagon’s top 
civilian leaders. 

Members of Congress 
are demanding more 
accountability for the 
losses in the June 1996 
attack. Military officers 
want some understanding 
of their position of being 
required to be diplomats, 
warriors and intelligence 
officers in countries such 
as Saudi Arabia where 
their activities are strictly 
limited. 

Even Attorney General 
Janet Reno and Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) Director Lois Freeh 
have complained about a 
lack of cooperation from 
Saudi officials with FBI 
attempts to investigate the 
bombing. No one has been 
charged in the attack. 

The Air Force’s first 
internal study was done 
after an independent Pen- 
tagon commission led by 
a retired army general sin- 
gled out Gen. Schwalier 
for blame. It said Gen. 


Schwalier failed to 
respond adequately to 
clear danger signs that an 
attack was possible at the 
apartment complex. 

The Air Force report 
could yet again be over- 
ruled by Pentagon civilian 
leaders. 

The service's top officer, 
Gen. Ronald Fogleman, 
has staked his future on 
backing his man. Gen. 
Fogleman, the Air Force 
chief of staff, has repeat- 
edly come out behind 
Gen. Schwalier, who* now 
holds a leading job in the 
Air Force operations staff. 

As competition heats up 
for a successor to Gen. 
John Shalikashvili, Gen. 
Fogleman is often named 
as a primary candidate. 
But the Schwalier matter 
has been cited as dimming 
Gen. Fogleman’s chances, 
given the pressure on 
Capitol Hill to place 
blame for the bombing. 

In February. Gen. Fogle- 
man told Congress he 
strongly opposes punish- 
ing anyone under his com- 
mand for the strike. 

"Based on my military 
judgement we have a sit- 
uation where 1 cannot in 
my mind justify any kind 
of action against anybody 
in that chain of com- 
mand," Gen. Fogleman 
said. “It was an act of war. 
It was an act of war after 
somebody had imple- 
mented 132 changes" to 
improve security. 


Egypt to 

deport 

Algerian 

woman 

suspected 

of militant 

connection 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt's 
state security prosecu- 
tion has ordered that an 
Algerian woman 

accused of aiding Mus- 
lim militants be deported 
Sunday. 

Police said that Camil- 
la Ma’ly A1 Falky would 
be sent to Algeria after 
money found at her 
house was returned to 
her. 

She was being held at 
the Ministry of Interior, 
which is responsible for 
internal security, prior to 
deportation. 

Ms. A1 Falky was 
arrested on March 19 in 
a poor Cairoieieighbor- 
hood after police alleged 
*ey observed her mak- 
ing contacts . with 
lawyers who-have ties to 
extremists, tbe^Miaistry 
of Interior saidT 

It said the woman was 
supposed to cany money 
and instructions to 
lawyers working with 
the Jihad group. 

The group has been 
blamed for some of the 
violence in a five-year 
campaign by Muslim 
militants to overthrow 
Egypt’s secular govern- 
ment and replace it with 
strict Islamic rule. 

More than 1,075 peo- 
ple have died in the vio- 
lence, most of them 
police and extremists. 

The ministry alleged 
that Ms. Ai Falky was 
working for Muslim 
activist Yasser Tawfiq Al 
Siri, who lives in exile in 
London. 

Mr. Al Siri said he 
doesn't know the woman 
and charged that the 
action against her was 
aimed at pressuring 
Britain to deport him. 

Mr. Al Siri is wanted 
by Egypt for alleged 
involvement in a 1995 
assassination attempt on 
then Prime Minister Atef 
Sedki. 

Egyptian officials have 
long blamed foreign 
countries for harboring 
militants intent on over- 
throwing the govern- 
ment. 

Ms. Al Falky was mar- 
ried to an Egyptian, but 
now is divorced. The 
couple had five children 
who have Egyptian 
nationality and are 
expected to remain in the 
country. 


CHILD LABOUR IN ARAB WORLD: Egyptian children work on fvanz a 

mechanic shops on Sunday. The International Labour Organisation (ILO)said that ; about U -per cent of 
Egypt's workers are children between the ages of 10 and 14, which makes it the 15th largest country hav- 


ing child labour in the world (AFP photo) 


Seven killed in 


Algerian attack 


ALGIERS (AFP) — 
Seven civilians were 
killed in an overnight 
attack south of Algiers 
by an armed anti-gov- 
ernment group, the 
press here reported 

The victims were 
transporting cattle late 
Thursday when they 
were stopped at a 
roadblock set up on 
one of the country’s 
most feared routes 
between Blida and 
Medea,, a zone where 
Muslim militant gro- 
ups such as the Islam- 
ic Salvation Front 
(FIS) are very active. 

They were lulled and 
then robbed of their 
money, the Al Khabar 
newspaper said. 

Separately, five gue- 
rrillas were reported 
to have been killed by 
security forces in the 


region of Dellys. east 
of die capital. Another 


two were killed in 
Tiaret by vigilantes 
who have sprung up in 
response to the armed 
threat, the newspaper 
Liberte said. 

The civilian killings 
were part of a wave of 
massacres attributed 
to islamic militants 
which have cost the 
lives of some 140 peo- 
ple in the past 10 days. 

The most recent of 
these was overnight 
Friday when 22 people 
in the village of Douar 


Menaa were shot or 
hacked to death, many 
of them women and 
children. A 14-year- 
old girl was decapitat- 
ed in the massacre. 

The children whose 
parents were killed 
have since been taken 
to a nursery in nearby 
Boufarik. 

On its front page 
Sunday, the daily La 
Tribune published the 
picture of one of them 
— an eight-day-old 
baby which was 
injured after it fell 
from its mother's arms 
during the attack. 

The killing spree 
was followed by a car 
bomb in Algiers which 
claimed the lives of 
four more people. 

In total, more than 
50,000 people have 
been killed in Algeria 
since 1992 in violence 
that human rights 
groups blame on both 
the militants and .the 
security forces. 

The guerrillas have 
fought for the over- 
throw of the military- 
backed government 
since it cancelled 1992 
elections an Islamic 
party was set to win. 


Christians claim Holy 
City Waqf infringed 
on church property 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — A Greek Orthodox 
Church official on Sun- 
day accused the Islamic 
religious authority of 
breaking into the patriar- 
chate "in Arab East 
Jerusalem and taking 
over two rooms. . 

The official said if the 
patriarchate and the 
Islamic Waqf failed to 
resolve their disputes 
bilaterally, the patriar- 
chate would ask for arbi- 
tration by Israel. 

Islamic Waqf officials 
said they opposed the 
intervention of the 
Israeli occupation autho- 
rities in the dispute. 

“During renovation on 
a mosque and areas 


around it by the Islamic 
rice 


Waqf, workers broke a 
wall between the Muslim 
area and the patriarchate 
last week and entered 
two rooms of the patriar- 
chate,” said Metropoli- 
tan Timothy, patriarchate 
secretary. 

“They took over the 
two rooms and moved 
everything in those 
rooms to another room 
and also broke the 
doors,” the metropolitan 
told Reuters. 

The patriarchate is 
located near the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre in 
the walled Old City of 
Jerusalem, which Israel 
occupied in the 1967 
war. 

The metropolitan said 
the patriarchate owned 
the rooms “for centuries 
and this is the first time 
we have such disputes 


with the Islamic Waqf." 

Adnan AI Husseini, 
director of the Waqf, 
denied it had taken over 
the rooms and said the 
dispute was being exag- 
gerated. £ 

w “It is simply a dispute 
over a joint wall separat- 
ing the Waqf property 
and the patriarchate,” 
Mr. Husseini said. 

“We have set up a com- 
mittee fFom both sides to 
solve the problem in an 
amicable manner as we 
always do with our 
brethren the Christians 
and both of us have 
agreed not to allow the 
intervention of the 
Israeli authorities," he 
told Reuters. 

Mr. Husseini said the 
Palestinian National 
Authority, which con- 
trolled the Waqf, did not 
intervene in the dispute 
and “would accept any 
solution we reach with 
the patriarchate." 

But Metropolitan Tim- 
othy said the Patriarchate 
had already informed the 
Israeli government about 
the matter. “We will tij 
to solve the problem in a 
friendly manner, but if 
we fail, we will seek 
arbitration from the 
Israeli government,” he 
said. 

Israeli officials were 
not available for com- 
ment. 
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IORDAN TELEVISION 

TeL TJ 3111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
14:05 Cartoon — Captain Planet 

14:30 Flints [ones 

15:00 French Programmes 

16:00 Nature's Inventions 

16:25 Deep Water Haven 

16:50 Series — Ocean Girl 

17:20 Doc. — Extra Dimensions 

18:00 French Programmes 

19 JO News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — One Foot in the 
Grave 

20:00 Doc . — Secrets of Science 
20:30 Drama — Murder She 
Wrote 

21:10 Drama — Highlander 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Under Suspicion 

23:15 .....Middle March 




JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


hltaz railway train 


PRAYER TIMES 

! 06:04 (Sunrise) Duha 

1 12:36 - Dhuhr 

1 16:12. *Asr 

• 19:08 Maghreb 

; 20 £$ - - ‘Isha 


De la Salle Cburefa Tel. 66 1 757. 
Tore Sancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
.Amman International Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Dav Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 

675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


| CHURCHES 
! St, Mary of Nazareth Church 
iSweifieh. TeL 810740 
1 Assemblies of God Church TeL 
| 632785. 

SL Joseph Church TeL 624590 
i Church of the Annunication- 
TeL 637440. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment cf Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to drop 
slightly and humidity to rise. 
Clouds will build up with a 
chance of showers, and winds 
northwesterly moderate to active. 
In Aqaba, it will be relatively 
warm, winds northerly moderate 


and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 14/23 

Aqaba. 18/28 

Deserts.— - — ... 13/25 

Jordan Valley. 16/27 

Yesterday's high te m peratures: 
Amman 27. Aqaba 37 Humidity 
readings: Amman 22 per cent, 
Aqaba 20 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

mmmn. 

AMMAN: 

Dc Chalefa Zawaideh .736011 

Dn Jihad Sammour 765018 

Dr. EGsbam Kan’an 790286 

Dr. KbaldounAstour — .699440 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shraeisaui pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Gbazi Ta'amneh — 250080 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ■) 

ZARQA: 

Dr.Akram Haddad 9S5550 


Khalifeh pharmacy^-. 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre- 637 1 1 1 

Qvfl Defence Dqjartmea 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emer- 
gency. 199 

Rescue Rrlke — 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade— ...61 7101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Comp laint s 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaliTel. Repairs- 661101 

Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority —815615 

Electric Power Co— 63638 1 

RJ Flight Information -08-53200 
Queen Alia InlL Aipoit 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medfcal Came — 8I3813Q2 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akileb Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital .669131 

University Hospital — 845845 

Ai-Muasher Hospital -...667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali .....666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir— -...7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marka - -891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zanja Govt Hospital 

(091983323 

Zanqa National Hospital 

— (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (.09)986732 

A 1 HIkma Modem Hosphal 

- -(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 


(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

- - - (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 

EQR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by- 
Royal Jordanian f RJ I informarion 
department a the . Queen Alia 
International .Airport TeL 
< OS 153200-5, where it should 
always be \-erfied. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone OS {52700). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

9^00 Damascus (RJ) 

^^30 Sanaa (RJ) 

10:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

U:05 .Beirut (RJ) 

17:20 Cairo (RJ) 

1 ?:3 ® — London (RJ) 

Bangkok (RJ) 

21:00 — New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

J^IO Casablanca (RJ) 

23:20 Frankfurt, Milan, Aqaba 
(add) (RJ) 

04:40 Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 


Other Flights 

10:30 .Cairo (MS) 

lf^0 Bahrain (GF) 

1^:05 Vienna (OS) 

21:10 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

21:30 - .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:30 Athens (OA) 

01:20 Amsterdam (KLi 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:20 Beirut (RJ) 

H:00 Casablanca (RJi 

12:25 ..Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

- London (RJ) 

13:30 Amsterdam. Frankfurt (RJ) 

^Lljj Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

“2:0^ -Dubai, Muscat ( RJ ) 

- Sanaa (RJ) 

“ iiS9 Damascus (RJ) 

02:00 .Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

^ ; 05 Dhahran (add) i RJ) 

Other Flights 

SS* -Istanbul (TK) 

J-ondon (BA) 

Beirut (ME) 

H;?® Cairo (MS) 

r'Z Bahrain (GF) 

-Vienna (OS) 

-Tel Aviv (LY) 

Damascus. Paris ( AF) 

°“ :30 Amsterdam (KL) 


Dep. Amman 84»amiweiyMnnfey 

An: Darmscus _5fl0 pun. every Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 am. every Santo) 

An: Amman 5:03 pm. evoy Sarf? 1 


MARK E T- P RICES 

Upper/lower price in fils per kg- 


Apple 

....7U0/500 

Banana 

...,60Q/6Q|f 

Banana (imported)... 

,...580/600 

Cabbage 

13070 

Carrot 

...200/10° 

Cauliflower. 

. 190/100 

Cucumber (large) 

160/100 

Cucumber (small).... 

...-270/140' 

Eggplant 

...300/120 


Fava beans -400 

Garlic (Green) .38V200 

Grape fruh -.200/1®^ 

Lemon .550050 

Marrow (large) 180/tfO 

Marrow (small) JOO/tf® 

Onion (green) 

Onion (dry) ..45W250 

Orange 5401300 

Peas" 9W0 

Pepper (hot) .630/30° 

Pepper (sweet) ..... 630/300 

Potato 3801200 

Spinach 

String beans. 75tf^ 

Tomato -...-280/15° 


-Jims 
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Crown Prince receives UAE dignitary 



Following a meeting with HRH Crown Prince Hassan, HRH Princess Alia Bent AJ 
Hussein Sunday cottiers with Sheikh Sultan Ben Khalifa Ben Zayed A1 N ah van of the 
United Arab Emirates (Petra photo) 


^ AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan Sun- 
day received Sheikh Sultan 
Ben Khalifa Ben Zayed AI 
Nahyan of the United Arab 
Emiraies (UAE), and the 
two discussed bilateral rela- 
tions and means of their 
further enhancement. 

The meeting was also 
attended by the Chief of the 
Royal Court Awn Kha- 
sawneh. 

Sheikh Sultan, who is the 
chief of the Abu Dhabi 
crown prince’s court, and 
president of the Equestrian 
federation, also visited Um 
Qais in the north of the 
Kingdom, where he was 
briefed by a military com- 
mander on the strategic 
• ■t importance of the area as 
>' well as its importance as an 
archaeological site. 

He was accompanied by 
HRH Princess Alia Bent Al 
Hussein and her husband 
Mohammad AI Saleh Al 
Kloub. 

On Saturday, Sheikh Sul- 
tan was received by His 
i Majesty King Hussein in 
which meeting he relayed a 
message from the UAE 
leader Sheikh Zayed Ben 
Sultan Al Nahyan, covering 


bilateral relations and 
issues of common concern. 

The audience was attend- 
ed by HRH Prince Hamzeh 
Ben Al Hussein. 

Later Sunday, Sheikh Sul- 
tan left Amman at the end 


of his two-day official visit 
to Jordan. 

He was seen off by 
Princess Alia and the UAE 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Ahmad Ali Za’abi. 

In a departure statement. 


Sheikh Sultan affirmed that 
an Arabian horse race will 
be soon held in Jordan with 
a competition 10 be held in 
Amman to select the most 
beautiful, original Arabian 
horses. 


i 


Jordan fares well in family planning survey 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In an international sur- 
vey entitled “Contraceptive Choice: 
Worldwide Access to Family Plan- 
ning," Jordan fared well among devel- 
oping countries in terms of availabili- 
ty of contraceptive methods. 

According to the survey, conducted 
by Population Action International 
(PAD, which ranked 88 developing 
I, y countries and 39 developed countries. 

. Jordan ranked in the second category 
(“good") and 3 1st among the SS 
developing countries surveyed regard- 
ing access to modem contraceptive 
methods. 

The categories were: “very good”, 
“good,” “fair." “poor.” ‘Very poor" as 
. . . . tabulated, by. a PAI chart which indi- 
cated access to modem contraceptive 
methods. 

The study highlighted progress 
made in developing countries since 
1982. as well as large gaps remaining 
in the availability of some contracep- 
tive methods in both developed and 
developing countries. 

In a press release published by PAI. 
poor access and a narrow range of 
contraceptive methods available in 
many developing countries are key 
obstacles to family planning and 
improving women’s health. 

Hong Kong, Singapore, South 
Korea, Taiwan and Tunisia — with 


100 points each — lejl developing 
countries in access to the five most 
widely used contraceptive methods: 
condoms, oral contraception, 
intrauterine devices (TUD). female 
sterilisation and vasectomies. 

At the other end of die scale are 
Mali. Mauritania. Laos, Chad and the 
Congo, where, according to the sur- 
vey, couples have virtually no access 
to any modem contraceptive method 
and maternal mortality rates are 
among the highest in the world. 

According to the survey, over 100 
million married women of childbear- 
ing age in developing countries are 
considered to have an “unmet need” 
for family planing, “since they say 
they want to postpone or end child- 
bearing but are not currently using a 
contraceptive method.” 

However, the study revealed that 
due to both public and private family 
planning efforts, a great deal has been 
accomplished in the past thirty years. 

Today, the PAI study reported over 
half of all couples in developing coun- 
tries use contraception as compared to 
one in ten couples in the 1960s. 

On average, the study added cou- 
ples are having between three and four 
children as compared to more than six 
children 30 years ago. 

Despite this progress, the study 
maintained that many couples in 
developing countries still lack access 
to a full range of contraceptive meth- 


ods. 

The study recommended several 
strategies to policy makers in develop- 
ing countries, urging them to remove 
medical and policy barriers limiting 
access and choice of methods. The 
strategies are as follows: 

• Furthering health and famil y plan- 
ning networks especially in Africa 
where access to health care is limited 

■ Helping to ensure affordability of 
contraceptive methods by subsidising 
the cost of methods or services. 

• Educating people regarding the 
availability of family pl annin g meth- 
ods and investing in contraceptive 
research and development. 

In developed countries. New 
Zealand, Spain, Sweden and Switzer- 
land, all scoring 100 points, led the 
developed countries in access to the 
six contraceptive methods. 

The United States ranked sixth, fol- 
lowed by Norway, Canada, Ireland, 
the Netherlands and the United King- 
dom. 

Armenia ranked lowest among the 
developed countries, behind Japan. 
Romania. Tajikistan and Ukraine. 

The PAI seeks to increase political 
and financial support for effective 
population programmes grounded in 
individual rights. It is a non-govern- 
mental organisation founded in 1965 
and supported through contributions 
from individuals and foundations. 


Department announces seizure of firearms 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Anti-Corruption Depart- 
ment Sunday announced 
f* that last month its teams 
seized a large number of 
unlicensed firearms which 
had been smuggled into 
Jordan and illegally offered 
for sale. 

It claimed to have appre- 
hended five firearms mer- 
chants caught peddling the 
illicit merchandise. 

The announcement noted 
that a total of 118 firearms 
ranging from revolvers to 
hunting guns as well as 
large quantities of ammuni- 


tion were found in the pos- 
session of these merchants. 

The announcement also 
stated that department 
teams confiscated a number 
of signalling pistols togeth- 
er with materials utilised in 
transforming them into 
genuine fire arms. 

The department described 
the signalling pistols as 
cheaply attained and there- 
fore offering profits in their 
conversion. 

Earlier Sunday. a 
spokesman for the Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
announced that two of its 


personnel were wounded in 
an exchange of gunfire Sat- 
urday night between the 
badia police force and 
smugglers at the Al Raqban 
district close to the borders 
Jordan shares with Iraq and 
Syria. 

The PSD affirmed that 
several suspects were 
arrested for questioning and 
that three vehicles were 
impounded and found to 
have stored a large amount 
of smuggled cigarettes, 
twenty sewing machines, 
seven automatic guns and a 
rifle. 


The two wounded person- 
nel were First Lieutenant 
Abdul Muti Khalidi and 
Corporal Abdul Rahman 
Falah both of whose gener- 
al conditions were listed as- 
fair. 

The spokesman said that a 
large badia police force was 
called to search the area 
where they found the three 
vehicles with the smuggled 
merchandise. 

Investigations are under- 
way. 


I* 


U 


WHAT’S GOING 
ON 

GUITAR CONCERT 

. * Guitar . concert by Spanish guitarist Armando Orbdn 
at the Royal'Cultural Centre at 8:00 pun. 

FILM 

*”Borsalino” at die French Cultural Centre, Jabal 
Weibdeh at 8:30 p.m. 

BALLET 

; *EaIlet. dances by students of the Ahliyyeh School for 
Girls at the Royal Cultural Centre at 6:00 p.m. 

■■ LECTURES 

♦"Information Tourism, an Alternative to Traditional 
Tourism” (in Arabic) by Mr. Kamal Jreisat at the Friends 
6f Archaeology Centre at 630 pan. (TeL 696682). 

' ♦"Biodiversity and Protected Areas in Jordan” by Dr. 
Adnah Budeiri at Abdul Hameed. Staoman Foundation. 
Jabal Amman at 5:00 p.m. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


UAE health official visits Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — United Arab Emirates (UAE) Min- 
istry of Health Undersecretary Saud Qasimi arrived here 
Sunday for a two-day visit to Jordan, during which he is 
slated to hold talks with Minister of Health and Medical 
Care Ashraf Kurdi regarding bilateral cooperation in the 
field of health. They will also discuss increasing UAE 
purchases of Jordanian medicines. Dr. Qasimi praised 
the quality of Jordanian medicine, citing its ‘‘competitive 
prices” as giving it an edge over other imported medica- 
ments. Dr. Qasimi is to visit several hospitals and health 
centres to obtain first-hand information on the level of 
services provided. 

Decree names acting foreign minister 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued Sunday 
n amin g Minister of State for Information Affairs Samir 
Mutawe’ as acting minister of foreign affairs during the 
absence of Minister of Foreign Affairs Fayez Tarawneh 
who is abroad. 

Minister affirms support for PSD 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Interior Nathir Rashid 
Sunday affirmed that his ministry would provide support 
for the Public Security Department (PSD) to enable it to 
continue to perform its role in safeguarding security and 
stability and ensuring adherence to the law. 


Council of professional associations 
presidents meets with premier 

AMMAN IJ.T.) — A com- 
mittee representing the 
council of presidents of 
professional associations in 
Jordan Sunday met with 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali who stated 
that the government is duly 
considering engineers’ 
demands for better pay, an 
issue which triggered vari- 
ous protests last February. 

At the time, the Jordan 
Engineers Association 
(JEA) held sit-ins and 
threatened a general strike 
if government-employed 
engineers did not receive 
allowances of 180 per cent 
on their salaries, up from 
120 per cent as offered by 
the previous government. 

At the time, the engineers 
maintained that they would 
refrain from striking for 
two months. March and 
April, to give the govern- 
ment time to take a decision 
regarding their demands. 

Chairman of the Presi- 
dents of the Professional 
Associations Abdul Rahim 
Issa maintained that the 
delegation discussed the 
question of allowances for 
till the members of profes- 
sional associations, concen- 
trating on the engineers. 

He cited the prime minis- 
ter as having reiterated the 
government’s concern over 
the issue. 

Dr. Issa stated that Dr. 

Majali reminded the profes- 
sional delegation that a 
ministerial committee, 
chaired by Justice Minster 
Riad Shakaa, has been 
reviewing the issue and that 
be promised to discuss it 
with the ministerial com- 
mittee. 

During last February's 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali meets Sunday with the Senate to discuss the current election law and the gov- 
ernment’s examination thereof (photo by Yonsef Allan) 
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Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali meets Sunday with the council of presidents of 
professional associations to discuss allowances for members of professional associa- 
tions (photo by Yousef Allan) 

ment is examining all 
aspects of an election law 
which results are to be 
announced by the govern- 
ment following intensive 
study. 

Dr. Majali affirmed that 
the government would con- 
sult with various political 
groups and consider their 
views before deciding upon 
the form the law would 
take. 

The premier is slated to 
meet with the Lower House 
roday to review local, 
regional and international 
issues as well as hearing the 
deputies' views on the lat- 
est developments in the 
region and outlining the 
governments domestic 
policies. 


protests, JEA Vice Presi- 
dent Hosni Abu Ghida stat- 
ed that engineers are mere- 
ly demanding their legiti- 
mate rights. 

He maintained that the 
previous government had 
promised to amend regula- 
tions regarding the 
allowances "but had done 
no thing to address the engi- 
neers grievances. 

According to Dr. Issa, the 
second subject discussed 
with the prime minister at 
Sunday s meeting was the 
question of amending laws 
and regulations concerning 
all members of professional 
unions. 

He said that the prime 
minister reaffirmed that the 
coming general elections 
will be based on the one- 


person. one-vote system 
and that die government 
decision on this matter is 
final. 

Dr. Majali told a press 
conference Saturday that 
elections will take place 
between July and Novem- 
ber. 

Following the meeting. 
Jordan Press Association 
(JPA) President Saif Sharif, 
who also attended the meet- 
ing, said that Dr. Majali 
promised that the govern- 
ment would continue to 
seek land near .Al Hussein 
Sports City for the associa- 
tion premises. 

The question of general 
elections was earlier dis- 
cussed in a Senate meeting 
during which Dr. Majali 
m aintain ed that the govern- 


Premier assures government support for university 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali Sunday meets with group planning for a new 
university in the Aqaba region (Petra photo) 


Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali Sunday promised 
representatives of a group 
planning to establish a 
university in the Aqaba 
region all possible gov- 
ernment support. 

The delegation briefed 
Dr. Majali on the project- 
ed institution, the Ameri- 
can University of Jordan, 
saying work is expected 
to start before the end of 
the year. 

The team included offi- 
cials from the Higher 
Council of Science and 
Technology (HCST) and 
three officials from the 
.American University of 
Spalding in Kentucky, led 
by Dr. Thomas Oates. 

In briefing the prime 
minister, the delegation 
said that university cur- 
riculae will concentrate 
on Jordan’s particular 
needs for various special- 
isations 

Dr. Majali urged Jor- 
danian universities and 
research centres to coop- 
erate with the new uni- 
versity through the 
exchange of expertise 
and scientific information 
to help achieve its objec- 
tives. 

The plans stipulate the 
building of the new insti- 
tution in the village of 
Taybeb near Petra. 

Subsequent to the meet- 
ing, bead of the HCST 
National Centre for 


Human Resources Devel- 
opment Dr. Victor Billed 
said that the construction 
of the university is 
expected to cost between 
$200 and $300 million. 
He added that the project 
would be financed by 
contributions from Jor- 
dan, the United States 
and other sources. 

He said that Dr. Oates 
and his team are serving 
as consultants, and that 
the university will teach 
biology and other sci- 
ences, agriculture, and 
humanities as well as 


hotel management, envi- 
ronmental science, busi- 
ness administration and 
subjects related to energy 
and water resources. 

Dr. Billeh said the uni- 
versity would have an 
enrolment of around 
lu,000 students when 
fully operational. 

The American delega- 
tion met with Jordanian 
academics and visited the 
site of the project where 
Aqaba Regional Authori- 
ty President Fayez Kha- 
sawneh said that 200 
dunums of land in the 


southern coast of Aqaba 
have been allotted for the 
new university. He 
described the new univer- 
sity as a non-profit insti- 
tute serving Jordanians 
and students from other 
countries. 

According to Secretary 
General of the Ministry 
of Higher Education 
Ahmad Hisban. the 
Council of Higher Educa- 
tion, earlier gave its con- 
sent for the establishment 
of the university which 
will be under the supervi- 
sion of the HCST 
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Major cheered by new polls 


LONDON (R) — Prime 
Minister John Major said 
Sunday he could “taste the 
changing mood*' in Britain 
as new polls showed a slip 
in support for the opposition 
Labour Party ahead of next 
month’s election. 

Labour leader Tony Blair 
conceded the Conservatives 
were “snapping at our 
heels" but was adamant that 
power, elusive for the past 
IS years, could finally be 
won now that Labour had 
moved to the centreground 
of politics. 

“The Tories are snapping 
at our heels," Mr. Blair told 
the Sunday Times. “But 
they are not influencing the 
two fundamental questions 
people are asking: Do the 
Tories deserve another five 
years, and is new Labour 
new?" 

Mr. Blair, emerging from 
what the media has dubbed 
a “wobbly week" in the 
election campaign, said the 
Conservatives were trying 
to smear his party as un- 


trustworthy but that such 
“cynical” politics would not 
wash. 

“There are many people 
who will vote for us who, if 
you had told them that five 
years ago, would have said 
it was impossible." he told 
the newspaper. 

But some people are hav- 
ing fresh doubts about La- 
bour as the actual vote 
looms closer, according to 
the pollsters. 

A Gallup poll in the Sun- 
day Telegraph gave Labour 
a 16 point lead over the 
Conservatives, down seven 
from a week ago. 

An 1CM poll in the 
Observer also put Labour 
16 points ahead of the Con- 
servatives: Unchanged from 
the previous week. 

And an NOP poll for the 
Sunday Tunes, gave Labour 
a 20-point lead, down four 
points from last week. 

While Labour’s lead re- 
mains strong — pundits say 
it is unbeatable — Mr. Ma- 
jor seized on the drift in 


support as proof that this 
election, just like the last, 
could be won from behind. 

“Somebody once said in 
politics, when the ball rolls 
your way — grab it,” Major 
told the Sunday Express 
newspaper. 

T can iaste the changing 
mood.” he crowed. 

Mr. Major, long dogged by 
an image of spinelessness, 
was in fighting form in foe 
interview, saying he had 
worked hard to win the pre- 
miership and would be a for- 
midable leader if reelected. 

So how would he feel if 
returned to office next 
month? 

“Liberated — and I would 
be ruthless in pursuing my 
objectives," said Mr. Major. 

Mr. Major insisted that 
like his steely predecessor 
Margaret Thatcher, he had 
conviction and strong self- 
belief. 

Tm not bothered with 
what people think. Fll just 
look at what's happened in 
the last five years. Is this 


nation better off? Yes.” he 
said. “I have carried 
Thatcherism further." 

Lady Thatcher herself 
chimed in with support for 
Mr. Major — whom she has 
often damned with faint 
praise — predicting the 
nation would swing behind 
him days before the vote. 

“It’s the last week that 
counts. That’s when you can 
really change things,” said 
Lady Thatcher, who herself 
only began actively cam- 
paigning for the Conserva- 
tives in the past week. 

While applauding La- 
bour’s shift from the left 
under Mr. Blair, Lady 
Thatcher said she was not 
convinced it was a seismic 
change. 

“Labour have not changed 
enough for people to be sure 
of them,” she told the 
Sunday Telegraph. “We do 
things by conviction politics 
theirs is a conversion of 
convenience and conver- 
sions of convenience don’t 
last” 


Hong Kong Democrats seek 
to raise pressure on China 


HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong democracy activists 
will~raise the stakes this 
week in a bid to bring inter- 
national pressure on Beijing 
over its plans to curtail 
political and civil liberties 
in the territory. 

Martin Lee, the leader of 
Hong Kong's Democratic 
Party, will meet U.S. Secre- 
tary" of State Madeleine 
Albright Monday and Pre- 
sident Bill Clinton and 
Vice-President A1 Gore 
sometime in the week as 
part of a visit to the United 
States to lobby against 
China's plans. 

Mr. Lee received a warm 
welcome last week in an 
address to the U.S. Senate's 
foreign relations committee, 
in which he pleaded for 
U.S. support! for democracy 
in the territory after it 
reverts to'Chinese rule. 

“How the U.S. and other 
democratic countries of the 
world react to China’s many 
breaches of the joint decla- 
ration will make the differ- 
ence in whether Hong Kong 
remains the free society it is 
today or whether the demo- 
cratic elections, human 
rights and the rule of law 
Hong Kong people have 
heretofore known and cher- 
ished will be extinguished," 
Mr. Lee told U.S. Senators 
Thursday. 

Despite assurances of sub- 
stantial automony under 
handover agreements. Bei- 
jing has begun moves to 
change civil liberties laws, 
including the bill of rights, a 
1992 election law and a law 
on creation of political par- 
ties. 

Future chief executive 
Tung Chee Hwa last week 
unveiled additional plans to 
restrict public protests and 
foreign funding for political 


organisations from July I, 
when Hong Kong reverts to 
Chinese control after more 
than 150 years as a British 
colony. 

Beijing considers the most 
recent proposals essential 
for compliance with the 
basic law, Hong Kong's 
post-handover constitution. 
But democracy activists in 
Hong Kong see them as fur- 
ther signs of an erosion of 
basic rights and freedoms 
now enjoyed by the territo- 
ry's 6.4 million people. 

Tt is tantamount to taking 
away the rights...recognised 
by the constitution, that are 
recognised by international 
covenants ” Democratic 
Party member Albert Ho 
said last week. 

The proposals also have 
been condemned by the 
colonial government and 
last week drew admonition 
from the Clinton adminis- 
tration, which called them 
“disturbing.” 

Beijing reacted angrily to 
the comments, accusing 
Washington of meddling in 
Chinese affairs. 

But a poll by a Hong 
Kong newspaper indicated 
that dissatisfaction with Mr. 
Tung was growing at home 
as well. 

The poll of 803 people 
residents, released by the 
Ming Pao newspaper Sun- 
day, showed Mr. Tung's 
popularity has hit a new low 
since his office unveiled the 
plans to amend Hong 
Kong’s civil liberty laws. 

The newspaper said the 
rating of Mr. Tung’s fitness 
for the post of chief execu- 
tive had slipped 5 per cent 
to 4.65 points on a scale of 
zero to 10. Meanwhile, his 
“trustworthiness” rating 
sank 10 per cent to 4.35. 

It said the survey was 


done after Mr. Thflg’s office 
made proposals on two key 
laws — the public order 
ordinance and the societies 
ordinance, to curb protests 
and foreign funding for 
political groups in Hong 
Kong after the British 
colony reverts to China on 
July 1. 

As the sovereignty transi- 
tion nears, however, noth- 
ing is expected to derail 
Beijing from implementing 
its plans. 

‘To Beijing, time is run- 
ning out for dilly-dallying 
on procedural and formal 
matters. It is time for action 
and decision because there 
is work to do in the next SO 
days,” the South China 
Morning Post newspaper 
said. 

Meeting across the border 
in the Chinese city of Shen- 
zhen to avoid threats of le- 
gal action by the Democ- 
rats. future Hong Kong law- 
makers Saturday agreed on 
a formula to enact laws that 
would govern the territory 
after July 1 . 

Condemned by the De- 
mocrats as unconstitutional 
and illegal, the Chinese- 
annointed provisional legis- 
lature is proceeding with 
readings of about a dozen 
bills that Mr. Tung believes 
must be passed before July 
1 . 

But concern is mounting 
that the Provisional Legis- 
lature, in its haste, will ram 
through loophole-filled 
laws that will be easy to 
undermine. 

“Laws full of loopholes 
and ambiguities — and a 
legislative process vulnera- 
ble to challenge — would 
become a source of more 
friction and legal dispute,” 
the South China Morning 
Post warned. 


Indian coalition, Congress in 
turmoil over leadership tangle 


NEW DELHI (AFP; — 
India's ousted coalition and 
its estranged ally were in 
turmoil Sunday as they 
worked to mend ties soured 
by the collapse of the 
minority government. 

A section of the United 
Front Coalition wanted 
caretaker Prime Minister 
H.D. Deve Gowda to step 
down to again secure the 
support of the Congress (D 
Party, its former ally, and 
take the reins of power. 

But Mr. Deve Gowda, 64. 
has refused, and informed 
colleagues he would remain 
the prime minister if the 
Congress made a U-turn 
and chose to prop up the 
front again, party officials 
said. 

Congress President Sita- 
ram Kesri, who was instru- 
mental in pulling down Mr. 
Deve Gowda Friday, was 
also under pressure from 
members of parliament 
from his own party to make- 
up with the centre-left coali- 
tion. 

Mr. Deve Gowda resigned 
early Saturday, hours after his 
10-month-old coalition gov- 
ernment was toppled by par- 
liament in a confidence vote. 

President Shankar Dayal 


Sharma asked him ro con- 
tinue for the moment. 

The Congress, which took 
back its parliamentary sup- 
port on March 30 necessi- 
tating Friday’s vote, has 
said it could again support 
the front if it dumped Mr. 
Deve Gowda. The front has 
officially refused to oblige. 

“There are some indica- 
tions that some partners 
want a change of leader- 
ship,” said Doraiswamy 
Raja, a Communist in the 
front which has about a 
dozen centrist, leftist and 
regional parties in it. “Some 
parties (in the front) think if 
we can form a government 
again with Congress help by 
changing the leader, then 
why not do it?' he said. 

“After all, the argument 
goes, it will help avoid elec- 
tions.” 

President Sharma can 
either call some parties in 
parliament to try to form a 
government or order fresh 
elections, which are most 
likely to benefit the Hindu 
nationalists, the country's 
main opposition. 

The worst confusion was 
in the Congress, India's old- 
est party which feels it 
could be routed in another 


election. 

On Saturday, several 
Congress members of par- 
liament lashed out at party 
President Kesri for with- 
drawing support to the gov- 
ernment, embarassing a few 
of his aides who made a 
quick exit from the meeting. 

“Yes, many MPs ventilat- 
ed their feelings and wanted 
to find out why Mr. Kesri 
did what he did,” said 
Congress leader Santosh 
Mohan Deb. 

Abdul Rahman Antulay 
and Mamata Banerjee, two 
other Congress members of 
parliament, said they would 
not have voted down the 
government Friday if the 
party had not issued a whip 
asking them to do so. 

‘The Congress is a termi- 
nally ill patient,” a dejected 
Antulay said, ,c We have to 
strike at the root of the evil 
and rejuvenate the party.” 

The Congress anger 
results from die fear that the 
Hindu nationalists might 
grab the opportunity to cob- 
ble together a coalition and 
take the reins of power. 

The Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) said Sunday it was 
keeping its options open. 


Croatian 
Serbs 
protest 
over voting 
lists 

VUKOVAR, Croatia 
(AFP) — Serb leaders in 
eastern Slavonia, the last 
Serb-held part of Croatia, 
have lodged a protest with 
the U.N. administration 
over Sunday’s voting. 

“The vote was not regular 
even before it began and 1 
don’t think the results can 
be valid,” Goran Hadzic, 
the- local Seth “president” 
who is reportedly on a list 
of people regarded as war 
criminals by Zagreb, told 
reporters. 

The Serb mayor of Vu- 
kovar, Miroslav Keravica, 
said that about 50 per cent 
of the polling stations in 
the town, the biggest in die 
region, had seen problems 
during the morning with 
ballot papers not arriving. 

At numerous polling sta- 
tions, Serb officials 
stopped the vote in cases 
where the voters had the 
necessary Croatian docu- 
ments but were not on the 
voting lists. 

According to the Yugos- 
lav news agency Tanjug, 
Vojislav Stanimirovic, 
head of the Independent 
Democratic Serb Party 
(SDSS), sent a “vigorous 
protest” to Jacques Klein, 
the U.N. chief of the 
region. 

The protest said there had 
been numerous omissions 
from the voting lists 
thoughout the region “in all 
polling stations — from 
Qok to Erdut and from 
Vukovar to Tenja,” Tanjug 
reported. 

In some polling stations, 
people with Croatian docu- 
ments were not on the vot- 
ing lists. In others, entire 
roads had been missed out, 
while in villages such as 
Pacetin and Ver it said 
there were no electoral lists 
at all, it said. 

The protest, signed by Mr. 
Stanimirovic, said that some 
3,500 people had left the 
polling stations after waiting 
for two hours to vote. 

“All this brings into ques- 
tion the regularity of the 
vote and does great damage 
to the SDSS and its vot- 
ers," he said, demanding 
that Klein act immediately 
to eliminate all omissions. 

A U.N. spokesman said 
that while there had been 
difficulties, these were nor- 
mal in this type of situation. 

At 9 am. (0700 GMT), 
two hours after the official 
opening of polls. 16 out of 
17 polling stations in Vu- 
kovar were working, and 
half an hour afterwards 100 
out of 171 bureaus through- 
out eastern Slavonia were 
open, the U.N. said, adding 
that the vote would be 
extended if necessary. 

The U.N. is running the 
local, regional and upper 
house elections in eastern 
Slavonia, a strip of land 
bordering Serbia which it 
has administered since Ja- 
nuary last. year. The vote 
will be a key step in restor- 
ing the region to Zagreb's 
control. 
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London policemen form a line at the gates of Prime Minister John Major’s Downing cSSadS 
while engulfed in the pall of an orange smoke grenade thrown by environmental protesters. Police la arg at 

the marchers on horseback to disperse them (Reuter photo) 

Trafalgar Square cleared after clashes with protestors 


LONDON (AFP) — Police 
in riot gear and on horse- 
back formed into lines 
Saturday to sweep protest- 
ers from central London's 
Trafalgar Square after a day 
of clashes that began out- 
side Prime Minister John 
Major’s office. 

Police said that militant 
protesters had earlier tried 
to mow down a line of offi- 
cers by driving a lorry di- 
rectly at them after a march 
and rally to support striking 
Liverpool dock-workers 
turned into a near-riot. 

The disturbances began 
Saturday afternoon when 
bottles, cans and paint were 
thrown at police outside the 
gates of Downing Street as 
foe march passed by. 

An orange smoke bomb 
was thrown into foe street 
and distress flares let off as 
hundreds of protesters ha- 
rangued police standing be- 
hind barriers. 


Mounted police in riot 
gear were called in to re- 
peatedly charge at the de- 
monstrators in a bid to dis- 
perse trouble-makers. 

One protester was arrested 
after he broke into the near- 
by foreign office during foe 
disturbance and threw docu- 
ments out of a window into 
foe street 

The demonstration moved 
on to Trafalgar Square, 
where there were more 
clashes. A police helicopter 
circled overhead as minor 
scuffles broke out between 
police and demonstrators. 

Some protesters broke up 
paving slabs and threw 
them at police while others 
climbed buildings in the 
square and unfurled ban- 
ners. 

Graffiti was scrawled on 
Nelson’s Column, foe near- 
by lion statues and foe 
National Gallery. 

Close ranks of helmeted. 


shield-carrying police and 
mounted officers later 
moved in to clear the 
square. They met with little 
resistance and by 1915 
GMT the glass and rubble- 
strewn square was virtually 
empty. 

Police blamed the vio- 
lence on a minority element 
and said that at foe height of 
foe disturbances, 1,800 po- 
lice officers were on stand- 
by with up to 1.000 dep- 
loyed in foe square itself. 

A police spokesman said 
16 people were arrested 
during foe day, including six 
who were allegedly in- 
volved in the attempt to 
mow down officers with a 
lorry carrying the sound 
system which provided 
music for the rally. 

The social justice march 
was aimed at highlighting 
perceived attacks on living 
standards and supporting 
dockers from the northwest- 


ern port of Liverpool, who 
were sacked more than 18 
months ago but are still 
fighting for their jobs. 

Environmentalists, home- 
less people, asylum seekers, 
pensioners and people with 
disabilities joined the 
demonstration. 

A police spokesman 
stressed that foe violence 
did not appear to have in- 
volved the striking Liver- 
pool dock-workers, many of 
whom brought their fami- 
lies with them for the 
march, during which a peti- 
tion was handed in to 
Downing Street. 

He said he believed the 
majority of the dockers and 
their supporters had left 
promptly after foe rally 
ended at 1600 GMT, leav- 
ing about 1.700 members of 
the radical environmental 
group reclaim foe streets 
and their sympathisers. 


Italy’s Prodi pledges ‘new dawn’ for Albania 

Vlore has been a focal point of foe recent unrest, with 135 
people killed and 537 wounded. Prodi planned to visit last 
week, but a new outbreak of violence prompted Mr. Fino to 
urge postponement of the meeting. 

The Italian leader was due to meet Albania's President 
Sali Berisha in Tirana later Sunday. 

Although Kalashnikov rifles were visible everywhere in 
Vlore. security for Mr. Prodi was extremely tight and foe 
prime minister received a thunderous welcome from local 
residents. 

Thousands lined foe road leading into town and cheered 
as he rode by in a motorcade of about 30 cars and armoured 
vehicles. 

Banners reading “welcome Mr. Prodi" along with “we 
want our money back’’ were held up by spectators along foe 
road into town. . 

An estimated 10,000 people jammed a central town 
square in front of a university building where Mr. Prodi and 
Fino met local leaders in foe rebel stronghold. 

Tt is a privilege to have Prime Minister Prodi here in our 
city,” said Albert Shyti, the leader of the National Salvation . 
Committee in Vlore. The rebel group took control of the 
south during the armed uprising earlier this year. 

“I do not think there will be any danger to foe Italians 
here,” said Mr. Sbyti, who also welcomed Mr. Prodi. 

Outside foe meeting, foe crowd also chanted profanities, 
in Italian, deriding President Berisha, whom many southern 
Albanians blame for foe chaos sweeping foe nation. 

Advance Italian troops of foe 6,000-strong mission have 
already amved to make preparations for the main force, 
which will also include soldiers from France. Spain, 
Greece, Turkey, Austria, Denmark and Romania. 

Some 3,500 Albanian troops, including commandos and 
tank brigades, will help foe multinational mission, officials 
said. 

The first French troops joining the mission arrived in the 
western port city of Duires Sunday. Forty French soldiers 
from the ship Chamberlain disembarked after sailing across 
foe Adriatic from the Italian port of Brindisi. 


TIRANA (R) — Italian Prime Minister Romano Prodi said 
Sunday that a multi-national security force could aid foe 
“rebirth” of Albania after weeks of violent unrest 

Mr. Prodi, warmly welcomed by thousands of cheering 
Albanians, said foe mission, codenamed “Alba" (dawn) by 
foe Italians, could help Europe's poorest nation restore law 
and order. 

“The mission is called ‘Alba’,” Prodi said. “And this 
could be foe dawn in foe history of Albania, foe rebirth of 
Albania.” 

Nearly 300 people have been killed and about 700 hurt in 
an armed uprising over the last six weeks since foe collapse 
of get-rich-quick investment schemes in which many 
Albanians lost their life savings. 

Mr. Prodi, at foe cost of a rift with his hard left allies, won 
parliament’s approval last week for Italy to spearhead foe 
6,000-strong multinational force. 

Its mission is to safeguard emergency food and medicine 
supplies. Advance units arrived Friday and foe bulk of foe 
force is due Tuesday. 

Escorted by heavily-armed Italian Marines, Mr. Prodi 
arrived in a convoy of three Italian array helicopters in the 
rebel-held southern port city of Vlore, where he was wel- 
comed by more than 10,000 Albanians. 

Mr. Prodi met Albania’s Prime Minister Bashkim Fino in 
Vlore, where they discussed foe precise role of foe Italian- 
led force. 

“We want it to be rapid, efficient and peaceful," Mr. Prodi 
told a news conference. “We do not intend to intervene in 
domestic Albanian politics.” 

Mr. Prodi also expressed his condolences to the victims of 
a refugee boat that was sunk off Italy on March 28 after col- 
liding with an Italian naval vessel. 

Mr. Prodi called for a moment of silence for foe victims 
of Albania's worst maritime disaster. About 60 journalists 
and local officials at foe news conference stood quietly. 

Tirana says at least 80 Albanians, mostly from Vlore, 
were killed and many of foe 34 survivors accused the 
Italians of ramming foe boat, charges Italy denied. 


Karachi bomb blast kills 1, triggers new tensions 


KARACHI (AFP) — Fresh 
tension gripped the Pakis- 
tani port city of Karachi 
Sunday after a deadly bomb 
blast outside foe home of a 
political activist gunned 
down hours earlier, resi- 

dents said. 

The bomb killed a cousin 
of slain activist Mahmoud 
Ahmad Khan, who be- 
longed to foe MQM-Haqiqi 
Faction, a splinter group of 
the powerful Mohajir 
Qaumi Movement (MQM), 
police said. 

Three people were 
wounded, witnesses and 
hospital sources said. 

The explosive device, 
planted in a motorcycle 
parked near foe gates of 
Khan’s residence, was deto- 
nated as relatives and party 
colleagues arrived to mourn 
his death. 

Bomb disposal experts 
said foe bomb carrying two 
kilogrammes of explosive 
was detenonared with a 


timer. 

Khan, a member of foe 
Central Executive Commit- 
tee of MQM-Haqiqi, was 
shot dead ' Saturday by 
unidentified assailants who 
barged into his home in foe 
city's eastern Landhi dis- 
trict The gunmen escaped. 

Residents in the area said 
the atmosphere was tense 
Sunday morning following 
the explosion, with sporadic 
shooting in foe air. 

Hundreds of party leaders 
and emotionally charged 
activists had gathered in 
Landhi to attend foe funeral 
prayers for Khan and his 
cousin, also a member of 
MQM-Haqiqi. 

Officials said paramilitary 
rangers and armed police 
had intensified their patrols 
in armoured vehicles to pre- 
vent any further incident 

Haqiqi leaders said foe 
bomb was meant to kill 
their party chairman, Afaq 
Ahmed, who had been to 


Iran’s residence to offer 
his condolences to foe fami- 
ly but left minutes before 
the blast. 

The group blamed foe 
mainstrean MQM which 
denied any involvement in 
either attack. 

“MQM does not believe 
in violence,” Ishtiaq Azhar, 
an MQM leader and sena- 
tor, said. "We have nothing 
to do with it” 

Rivalry between foe two 
groups has frequently led to 
clashes since foe breakaway 
Haqiqi emerged in 1992. 

MQM represents Kara- 
chi's large settler communi- 
ty of Muslim immigrants 
from India who arrived after 
the partition of foe sub-con- 
tinent in'1947. 

The main MQM is a coali- 
tion partner in Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif’s 
Pakistan Muslim league-led 
government in southern 
Sindh province, of which 
Karachi is capital. 


MQM-Haqiqi chairman 
Afaq Ahmad condemned 
foe killings and demanded 
foe arrest of those responsi- 
ble within 48 hours. 

“We cannot sit idle. The 
government should stop 
patronising the killers,” 
Ahmad said, adding that if 
the government foiled to 
protect the lives of citizens 
then there should be a new 
election in foe province. 

More than 2,000 people 
have been killed in political, 
ethnic and religious vio- 
lence in troubled Karachi 
over the past three years. 

Former Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto’s govern- 
ment blamed foe MQM for 
much of foe violence in die 
city, while the party denied 
the charges and said the 
unrest stemmed from Bhut- 
to's anti -Mohajir policy. 
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World News 

Mobutu firm in face of 

jt 

expiring rebel deadline 


Jordan Tunes, Monday, April 14, 1997 


KINSHASA (R) — Zaire 
rebels looked set to resume 
their whirlwind offensive 
Sunday after President 
Mobum Sese Seko defiantly 
dismissed their deadline for 
him to quit and said he had 
no plans to go into exile. 

But Mr. Mobutu, whose 
emergency rule prime min- 
ister has banned all street 
protests in the capital Kin- 
shasa, has left the door open 
for face-to-face talks with 
rebel leader Laurent Kabila 
— provided he asks politely. 

Rebel radio reminded Mr. 
jMoburu, Zaire’s ruler since 
1 1965 and now ailing with 
cancer, Saturday that time 
was running out. 

“Mr Mobutu has just 24 
hours thanks to the extreme 
generosity of the alliance. 
He has only two choices — 
to resign or to go into exile,” 
it said. 

But Mr. Mobutu. 66, look- 
ing in better health than on 
recent appearances, said: 
“This kind of joke will 
backfire..! am head of state 
I don't accept ultimatums 
from gang leaders. My 
country is Zaire and I don't 
know of anyone who has 


proposed my exile.” 

The rebels have met little 
resistance from Mr. Mobu- 
tu's rapidly retreating army. 
In the second city of Lu- 
bumbashi, which the rebels 
captured Wednesday and 
Thursday, hundreds of for- 
mer government soldiers 
have joined rebel ranks. 

Kabila declared from 
Thursday a three-day 
“pause” in the advance of 
the Alliance of Democratic 
Forces for the Liberation of 
Congc^Zaire (AFDL) after 
sweeping into Lubumbashi, 
capital of the mineral-rich 
Shaba region. 

The rebels, who took up 
arms in October, control 
half of the huge and poten- 
tially rich Central African 
nation, including its eco- 
nomic heart and its dia- 
mond, copper, cobait and 
gold mines. 

Mr. Mobutu, appearing 
with his new Prime Minister 
General Likulia Bolongo, 
did not rule out direct talks 
with Kabila. 

“if he asks me politely I 
cannot refuse to talk to a 
compatriot but (for him) to 
be in Goma (rebel head- 


quarters in east Zaire.) and 
say I give him three days, 
it's not my style or nature. I 
cannot reply.” Mr. Mobutu 
told reporters. 

Mr. Mobutu, who had 
prostate cancer surgery in 
Europe in August, said his 
opponents had taken advan- 
tage of his illness. “All that 
has happened was because I 
was ill. I was on my sick 
bed when the affair started 
so I was stabbed in the 
bade,” he said. 

But he dismissed sugges- 
tions that the rebels were 300 
kilometres from Kinshasa. 

Mr. Mobum declared a 
national state of emergency 
Tuesday and named Likulia 
prime minister, shunting 
aside his opposition foe 
Etienne Tshisekedi, who 
had held the job for less 
than a week. 

With Mr. Tshisekedi sup- 
porters accusing Mr. Mobu- 
tu of treason and openly 
calling for his ouster, Liku- 
lia said all street protests in 
Kinshasa were banned. 

“The people cannot take 
to the streets. We are under a 
state of emergency. Police 
measures have been taken to 


curb activities of the politi- 
cal parties ” he told repor- 
ters Saturday. 

Thousands of Tshisekedi 
supporters trying to install 
their man at the prime min- 
ister’s office clashed with 
troops Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
said Sunday it had declared 
a cholera epidemic among 
Rwandan Hutu refugees in 
rebel-held eastern Zaire. 

The announcement was cer- 
tain to delay plans to repatri- 
ate at least 100.000 refugees 
camping out between rebel- 
held Kisangani and Ubundu. 
WHO official Leonard Ki- 
nuani told Reuters. 

“Up to April 9 in the 
Kasese 2 site we had record- 
ed 120 cases requiring hos- 
pital ireament of whom five 
died,” Mr. Kinuani said by 
telephone from Kisangani. 

About 50,000 of the 
Rwandan Hutu refugees are 
at Kasese 2 with an equiva- 
lent number in other 
makeshift sites. 

“This formal declaration of 
an epidemic will delay the 
repatriation until it is brought 
under control,” he said. 



A guard keeps close watch on a captured Zairean army colonel at the Lido Barracks in Lubumbashi Sunriu). Zaire 
rebels looked set to resume their whirlwind offensive after President Mobutu Sese Seko defiantly dismissed their 
deadline for him to quit and said he had no plans to go into exile < Reuter photo) 


“We have to fear that there 
is the same cholera problem 
in the other sites.” Mr. 
Kinuani said, adding that 
tests continued. 

The local Zairean popula- 
tion was also at risk. 


The refugees are the rump 
of more than two million 
Rwandan Hutus who fled 
their country in July 1994. 

Most returned home late 
last year but about 300.000 
are believed to be stranded 


in Zaire with the largest 
concentration between Ki- 
sangani and I'bundi. 125 
kilometres to the south. 

The U.N. refugee aeenc> 
is planning a hugely expen- 
sive airlift to repatriate the 


Hutu* who now sav they 
want to go home. The firM 
llights were expected ut the 
next few days. 

Bui Mr. Kinuani said u 
might lake a month to declare 
the refuuees cholera- free 
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Pope appeals for reconciliation on visit to Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — 
Pope John Paul II appealed 
in an historic mass in the 
Bosnian capital Sarajevo 
Sunday for reconciliation 
and love to triumph after the 
country's bloody war, mak- 
ing a long-awaited two-day 
visit marred by an apparent 
, -^attempt on his life 

J The Bosnian capital, 
which witnessed the start of 
World War I and saw the 
century end with a brutal 
siege, has become a “sym- 
bol of the 20th century,” the 
Pontiff told cheering 
crowds of Catholic faithful . 
gathered in the city’s Kose- 
vo Football Stadium. 

“Sarajevo: A city that has 
become a symbol, in a cer- 
tain sense the symbol, of the 
twentieth century,” the 76- 
year-old pontiff said. 

“In 1914 the name Sara- 
jevo came to be associated 
with the outbreak of the 
World War I . At the end of 
this same century, there is 
linked with the name of this 
city the painful experience 
of the war that, in the course 
of five long yeaxs, has left 
behind in this region a terri- 
ble wake of death and 
destruction.” 

Bosnian police Saturday 
foiled air apparent attempt 
on the life of the Pope, dis- 
covering and removing 23 
landmines and a remote 
control detonatoE wired up 
* * under a road bridge into the 
city which be crossed after 


Ms arrival. 

The devices had been 
planted there overnight Fri- 
day, UJM. officials said. 

“We believe it was an 
attempt to blow up his holi- 
ness,” a U.N. official said 
Sunday, refusing to be 
named. 

With investigations into 
the apparent assassination 
bid are continuing, Bosnian 
President Alija Izetbegovic 
told the Pope he regretted 
the apparent attempt on the 
Pope, Vatican spokesman 
Joaquim Navarro said. 

.The Pope is very happy 
with the way his visit is tak- 
ing place." Mr.- Navarro 


With snow swirling 
around the stadium, the 76- 
year-old head of the Roman 
Catholic Church began the 
mass with a prayer, looking 
out on the congregation 
from his seat on a huge yel- 
low podium in the stadium 
which was a regular target 
of shelling during the bitter 
three and a half year Bos- 
nian war. 

Inside the stadium, a choir 
of Catholic Croat girls 
sporting denim jackets and 
yellow-and-white papal 
scarves sang hymns as die 
Pope prepared to speak. 

Many of die pilgrims 
waved yellow and white 
Vatican flags or the red and 
white checkerboard flag of 
the former Bosnian Croat 
state, Herceg Bosna, now 


officially dissolved. 

Olive green helicopters 
from the NATO-led stabili- 
sation force (SFOR). thun- 
dered through the skies 
above the s tadium and Ita- 
lian, French and Norwegian 
NATO troops were posi- 
tioned around the area in 
armoured vehicles. 

Before the mass, the Pope 
had talks with the three 
members of the collegia] 
presidency. President Alija 
Izetbegovic, a Muslim, the 
Clroat represenative Kresi- 
mir Zubak, and the Serb rep- 
resentative. Momcjlo Krajis- 
nik. The latter refused to go 
to the airport to welcome the 
Pope Saturday pretexting, 
“security reasons .” 

The Pope reminded his 
congregation Sunday that 
he had attempted to come to 
Sarajevo in September 
1994, when it was under 
siege, but had been prevent- 
ed by the rebel Bosnian 
Serbs who threatened that 
they could not “guarantee 
his security.” 

“The entire world has 
continued to speak of Sara- 
jevo in historical, political 
and military terms. Nor did 
the Pope fail to raise his 
voice concerning this tragic 
war, and many times and in 
different circumstances he 
has had on his lips and 
always in his heart the name 
of your city. For several 
years he ardently desired to 
be able to come among you 


in person,” he said Sunday. 

“Today, finally, that desire 
has been fulfilled. The Lord 
be thanked.” 

Sarajevo's Islamic leaders 
have joined with Catholics 
in praising the Pope’s deci- 
sion to visit Bosnia, saying 
the trip would help to en- 
courage a climate of toler- 
ance in the country, the 
scene of a 43-month war 
which ended in November 
1995. 

The Pope called on his 
arrival for reconciliation 
between the main Muslim. 
Serb and Croat communi- 
ties 

He urged the- re-building 
of a multi -cultural tolerance 
in the country ravaged by 
ethnically-directed war. 

Tension in Bosnia has 
been high in the weeks lead- 
ing up to the Pope’s visit, 
with periodic clashes as 
Muslim refugees have tried 
to return to their former 
homes in areas now held by 
Croats and Serbs. 

A wave of bombings has 
also struck Catholic church- 
es and monasteries across 
the country in the past few 
months, church authorities 
said. 

Relations between the 
Croats and Muslims have 
seriously deteriorated in 
recent weeks and for this 
reason, Croats travelling to 
Sarajevo opted to travel by 
night through Muslim-held 
territory. 


S. Korea urges North to introduce market economy 
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SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korean Foreign Affairs 
Minister Too Chong-Ha 
Sunday called on the starv- 
ing Communist state of 
North Korea to introduce 
elements of a market econo- 
my to avoid collapse. 

“If North Korea is to sur- 
vive in today’s world it is 
imperative that it embark on 
economic reform,” he told 
the annual interparliamen- 
tary conference here. 

’They should introduce 
elements of market econo- 
my, particularly in the areas 
A where it wishes to interact 
. with external economies,” 
he said, adding Seoul was 
ready to help in such reform 
and opening. 

“If North Korea fails to 
extricate itself in time from 
the current course of its 
anachronistic strategy, it 
can hardly avoid a structur- 
al failure. 

“North Korea is like a 
ship sailing toward a moun- 
tain instead of the ocean, 
mainly because of its navi- 
gational misjudgement. 

Temporizing here and 
there without fundamentally 
revising the course will not 
help.” 

He noted North Korea, 
which has more than one 
million troops, was prepar- 
ing to sit down at a deputy- 
minister level meeting with 
South Korea and the United 
States in New York Wed- 
nesday to consider peace 
negotiations. 


Fully fledged . four-way 
talks between rivals North 
and South Korea, with 
China and the United States 
acting as intermediaries, are 
aimed at finding a peace 
agreement to replace the 
1953 armis tice agreement 
ending the Korean Wan 

South Korea “has an- 
nounced that it is willing to 
discuss, within the frame- 
work of the four-party talks, 
the issue of economic assis- 
tance to the North as part of 
confidence building and 
tension reduction mea- 
sures,” Mr. Yoo said. 

“Our aid would include 
not only the supply of food 
to feed the North Korean 
population but also other 
programmes that would en- 
hance its agricultural pro- 
ductivity.” 

North Korean health offi- 
cials reported for the first 
time last week that 134 chil- 
dren had died of malnutri- 
tion and recent Western vis- 
itors to the North said they 
saw signs of mass starva- 
tion. North Korea has a pop- 
ulation of 22 million. 

The minis ter said North 
Korea was standing “at the 
crossroads.” 

“If peace is disturbed on 
the peninusla it will ad- 
versely affect the overall 
security of northeast Asia 
and thereby of the world,” 
he added. 

“Hence, it is vitally 
important that the interna- 
tional community as a 


whole make a concerted 
effort to help North Korea 
choose the right decision.” 

The statement coincided 
with a report in the Joong- 
Ang newspaper in Seoul 
quoting a high-r ankin g 
Foreign Ministry official as 
saying U.S. and South Ko- 
rean officials won a “posi- 
tive” answer from North 
Korea in recent working- 
level talks in New York. 

“We (Seoul and Washing- 
ton) won a positive answer 
from North Korea over our 
proposal to hold the four- 
way talks in May,” the 
Foreign Ministry official 
was quoted as saying. The 
newspaper said Seoul and 
Washington would discuss 
more food aid and other 
gifts to the North. 

The South Korean foreign 
minister said North Korea 
had no official head of state 
since Kim Jong-H unoffi- 
cially took over after his 
father Kim D-Sung’s death 
in July 19 94, its people 
were starving and its econo- 
my had shrunk for seven 
years in a row. 

“North Korea is also 
experiencing a serious 
slackening of discipline. Its 
ideological foundations are 
faltering," be said. 

“Recently, the chief au- 
thor of its National Ideology 
of Jucbe, or self reliance, 
has defected.” 

Pyongyang’s highest- 
ranking defector, Hwang 
Jang-Yop, walked into the 


South Korean consulate in 
Beijing on Feb. 12 and is 
expected to fly to Seoul 
later this month from a tran- 
sit stop in a secret Philip- 
pine location. 

Five U.S. Senators 

warned in Washington 

Friday that failure to pro- 
vide humanitarian assis- 
tance to North Korea could 
result in military action by 
the Communist nation. 

North Korea has bitterly 
attacked U.S. and South 
Korean reluctance to pro- 
vide food aid until the North 
enters a peace dialogue, 

blaming their economic 

blockade for the Impending 
famine. 

U.S. and South Korean 
statements of the need for 
readiness should the Pyong- 
yang regime collapse pro- 
voked warnings from the 
North at the weekend. 

A North Korean Foreign 
Ministry spokesman warned 
on Pyongyang’s official 
news agency Saturday that 
concern over the regime 
was “making our army and 
people keep utmost vigi- 
lance.” 

"All the steps we may 
take over its possible conse- 
quences will be only too 
natural," he said. 

Raising the condition of 
peace talks before aid was 
“a dishonest and mhumani- 
tarian behaviour," the 
spokesman said. 


S. Korean 

opposition 

accuses 

president of 

sacrificing 

politicians 

SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea’s opposition party 
accused President Kim 
Young-Sam Sunday of sac- 
rificing politicians and 
even his trusted associates 
in an attempt to save his 
troubled son. 

‘The president put senior 
political^, including his 
aides, on the chopping 
board to save his son. Kim 
Hyun-Chul,” the splinter 
opposition United Liberal 
Democratic Party said in a 
statement 

“The son is the source of 
trouble. The president 
should give up his selfish 
attitude and approve the 
son's arrest” the statement 
said. 

The statement followed a 
grilling of seven top politi- 
cians including Kim Deok- 
Ryong, a ruling party pres- 
idential hopeful who pros- 
ecutors said look $56,000 
from the failed Hanbo con- 
glomerate. 

“We confirmed that Kim 
Deok-Ryong's aide took 
Hanbo's money, although 
the donation was not re- 
ported to him," senior pro- 
secutor Kim Sang-Hee told 
reponers. 

Kim Deok-Ryong, a fac- 
tion leader of the ruling New 
Korea Party (NKP), was 
released early Sunday after a 
gruelling investigation into 
accusations he topped the 
list of payoffs by Hanbo's 
founder Chung Tae-Soo. 

The prosecutor said sev- 
eral of the seven politicians 
investigated admitted re- 
ceiving cash donations 
from Hanbo. But he did not 
say whether charges would 
be pressed against them. 

Prosecutors launched a 
probe last week into 33 po- 
liticians, including 20 in- 
cumbent lawmakers, whose 
names have surfaced in 
investigations into a massive 
loans-for-kickbacks scandal 
enguling Hanbo. 

The scandal has sparked 
accusations of high-level 
corruption since Hanbo 
collapsed in January’ under 
S5.8 billion of bad debts. 

Prosecutors arrested 11 
proraiment figures, includ- 
ing three ruling party law- 
makers and one former 
cabiner minister, but failed 
to calm widespread accu- 
sations that Kim Yoting- 
Sam’s son was at the center 
of the scandal. 

On Sunday, the presiden- 
tial office suggested an 
amnesty for two jailed ex- 
Presidents Chun Doo- 
Hwan and Roh Tae-Woo, 
who are appealing against 
convictions for corruption 
and staging a coup in 1 979. 


Masood, coalition allies discuss 
joint offensive against Taleban 


TALUQAN. Afghanistan 
(AFP) — Ami-Taleban coa- 
lition leaders have begun 
discussing strategy for a co- 
ordinated offensive against 
the religious militia, offi- 
cials told AFP Sunday. 

“The meeting was bet- 
ween the big three — .Ah- 
mad Shah Masood, General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum and 
Karim Khali li,” said an offi- 
cial in Baghlan provincial 
centre of Taluqan. 250 kilo- 
metres north of Kabul. - 

Mr. Masood, the com- 
mander of the former gov- 
ernment forces ousted with 
President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani by the Taleban lasr 
September, has joined 
forces with Gen. Dostum’s 
ethnic Uzbek army and Mr. 
Khalili’s Shi’ite religious 
faction. 

Said Jaffer Naderi. a 
Dostum general who com- 
mands the Ismaelia minori- 
ty' religious militia, hosted 
the six-hour Saturday night 
strategy meeting at his nor- 
thern base in Pule Khornri, 
officials said. 

In addition to the al- 
liance’s three main leaders 
and Gen. Naderi, the meet- 


ing was also attended by 
Mohaqqiqi , an important 
commander of the pro- 
Iranian Shi’ite pany ihe 
Hezb-i-Wahdat, they said. 

“Results of the meeting 
were encouraging," an offi- 
cial told AFP adding that 
some differences were 
ironed oul He did not elab- 
orate. 

Mr. Masood was flown 
back to Taluqan Sunday in a 
Russian made helicopter. 
On Saturday Mr. Masood 
and Mr. Rabbani had driven 
to Pule Khomri in a convoy 
of 20 vehicles and an offi- 
cial stressed “there were no 
security problems” en 
route. * 

Mr. Masood had told jour- 
nalists in Taluqan last week 
that the northern alliance 
has been joined by the Mu- 
jahedeen of the former pro- 
vincial council in Jalalabad 
led by Haji Abdul Qadeer, a 
former governor of eastern 
Ningarhar province. 

■ The northern alliance in 
coordination with Mr. Qa- 
deer has planned a nation- 
wide offensive against the 
Taleban in the coming year, 
he said. 


Masood did not give spe- 
cific details of the coordi- 
nated offensive but he indi- 
cated his determination to 
push the Taleban oul of Ka- 
bul, and repeated his allega- 
tions that the Taleban move- 
ment was “a creation of 
Pakistan,” a charge denied 
earlier by Islamabad. 

Mr. Qadeer \ Mujahedeen 
have engaged the Taleban in 
recent fighting in Ningarhar 
as a prelude to the coordi- 
nated attack of the northern 
alliance. 

A Masood spokesman 
claimed that the forces of 
Qadeer had captured the 
eastern Kunar province’s 
district centre of Asmnr 
Friday. They claimed to 
have killed 34 Taleban, 
taken 14 prisoners and cap- 
tured four vehicles. 

In Ningarhar province 
fighting was reported in the 
district of Khogiani but no 
major gains w ere reported. 

In Kapisa province, adja- 
cent to Mr. Masood ‘s native 
Panjsher Valley northeast of 
Kabul, a number of villages 
were claimed to have been 
captured by Masood forces. 


Ethiopia blast kills one, wounds 42 


ADDIS .ABABA (R) — At 
least one person was killed 
and four Britons and two 
French citizens were among 
42 wounded in grenade 
blasts in the Ethiopian capi- 
tal Saturday night, diplo- 
mats and state radio report- 
ed Sunday. 

“I can confirm that four 
British people and two 
French people were injured 
by a grenade attack at the 
blue tops restaurant,” the 
British consul in Addis 
Ababa. Florence Napthen, 
told Reuters by telephone. 

“The two British men 
were reasonably seriously 
injured, mostly from flying 
glass. But their wives are 
not too bad and none of 
their lives is in danger," Ms. 
Napthen said. 

Ethiopian radio said at 


least one person was killed 
and 42 injured when 
grenades were lobbed into 
the Tigrav Hotel, in the 
Piazza area of the city cen- 
tre. and Blue Tops, an 
Italian restaurant which is a 
favourite haunt of wealthy 
Ethiopians and foreigners. 

Unconfirmed reports said 
there were two other blasts 
Saturday night in the capi- 
tal. 

Police sealed off the 
restaurant and hotel* Sunday 
and journalists were denied 
entry to the Black Lion 
Hospital where two of the 
wounded Britons were 
being treated. 

Ms. Napthen said one or 
more unidentified assailants 
threw the grenade into the 
blue tops at about 7.30 p.m. 
(.1630 GMT) Saturday 


before the restaurant was at 
its busiest. 

She declined to release 
the names of the British 
casualties but said they 
were residents not tourists. 

The French embassy was 
not immediately available 
for comment. 

State radio, quoting police 
officials, said one person 
w as killed and 34 wounded 
at the Tigruy Hotel. 

The report did not say if 
any suspects had been 
arrested. 

Several bombs have 
exploded in Addis Ababa 
and provincial cities in the 
past year and last Novem- 
ber an Ethiopian Airlines 
plane was hijacked and 
crashed into the sea off the 
Comoro Islands, killing 
some 1 25 people on botinl. 


U.S. Air Force steps up search 
for mysterious missing jet fighter 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Searchers for a 
fighter jet missing since April 2 in south- 
west Colorado hope a break in the weather 
Sunday will give them their best chance to 
find the plane and its pilot. 

‘Tomorrow we expect the best weather 
yet,” Air Force Lieutenant Colonel Robin 
Chandler said Saturday. She said satellite 
data imagery had helped searchers “con- 
centrate on five specific areas." 

Col. Chandler said the air force has 
assembled just over 30 aircraft, including 
planes from the Colorado National Guard, 
the Civil Air Patrol and private owners, to 
look for the vanished A- 10 Thunderbolt 
attack bomber. . 

A break in the bad weather could be key 
to unraveling one of the military’s most 
baffling missing-aircraft mysteries since an 
entire navy squadron disappeared into the 


Bermuda Triangle off Florida in the 1940s. 
according to Lieutenant Keith Shepherd. 

‘The ability of the aircraft to search has 
vastly improved.” Lt. Shepherd said in a 
telephone interview from Colorado. 

Despite some 20 eyewitness reports of 
black smoke in the area where the search is 
concentrated and hundreds of sorties by 
search planes, no trace of the jet has heen 
found yet. 

Seven to 10 helicopters. 12 civil air patrol 
airplanes and one air force EC-130 airplane 
were combing the area mountainous area of 
southwest Colorado near the Vail Ski 
Resort, more than 1 .000 kilometres from 
where the A- 10 jet flew off course carrying 
four MK-82 bombs. 

A high altitude U-2 spy plane was pho- 
tographing an even broader swath of land 
w here the jet could have crashed. 
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Transparency in treatment 


IN HIS first formal press conference after taking 
office. Prime Minister Abdul Salam MajaJi 
touched upon practically all major issues con- 
fronting the country be they domestic, regional or 
international. On the peace process, the prime 
minister was clear on who is to blame for the cur- 
rent stalemate. Israel, he said, must fulfil its oblig- 
ations under the Oslo agreements, and failing that 
international pressure must be brought to bear on 
it to stop its settlement programme. This view 
reflects faithfully what His Majesty King Hussein 
told President Bill Clinton during their talks at 
the White House two weeks ago, and it tallies with 
what the King has been telling Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, directly and indirectly, all 
along. 

With regard to Iraq, Dr. Majali upheld the tra- 
ditional Jordanian position which rejects any 
form of interference in that country's internal 
affairs. At the same time he called for an end to 
the trials and tribulations of the Iraqi people by 
lifting the crippling sanctions imposed by the 
U.N. Security Council. In return Iraq must 
implement the council's resolutions in full. 
Jordan is in effect not departing from the position 
that it has adopted on Iraq ever since the imposi- 
tion of the embargo in 1990. In this context, it will 
be remembered that Dr. Majali was critical of 
U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright when 
she called on the Iraqi people to topple their 
regime before Washington could consider restor- 
ing ties. This position is shared by most countries 
and it has proved to be the only game in town 
against the backdrop of wbat has been happening 
in the region. 

Internally the focus of Dr. Majali's press con- 
ference was on the next parliamentary elections. 
-.The prjnie minister again assured the country 
‘ that those elections will be held on time and con- 
, /ducted freely and fairly, though he did not speci- 
. fy whether they will be held on the basis of a new 
legislation, and if so how different from the cur- 
rent temporary’ law it will be. This is where in fact 
the government has to realise that fair and demo- 
cratic elections cannot be held on the basis of an 
incomplete legislation governing it. Every effort 
should be made to rectify the existing shortcom- 
ings in the law so that the next elections will be 
even more representative and fair than those of 
1993. 

With regard to the economy, it is to the prime 
minister’s credit that he admitted the serious 
stagnation facing it which he attributed in part at 
least to the stifling bureaucracy and the lack of 
sufficient incentives. While all of us seem to agree 
on the diagnosis of our economic ills, we are yet to 
build a consensus on the course of action that 
needs to be taken right away. 

The prime minister was indeed open and candid 
in his opinions and analysis on the problems fac- 
ing his government and the country as a whole. 
What we should hope for is an equally clear and 
transparent programme that can face the chal- 
lenges head-on. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra'i said Sunday that the U.S. has 
luiled as an honest broker in the Middle East and should 
make way for the Europeans to carry out this delicate task. 
Failed Fanek said that the outcome of Benyumin 
Netanyahu’s visit to Washington and his meeting with 
President Clinton have showed America’s total failure to 
assume the role of neutral broker or an honest partner in 
this issue. Netanyahu has reaffirmed Israel’s stand and its 
determination to perpetuate its occupation of Palestinian 
lands and its right to build settlements in Jerusalem and 
other parts of the West Bank, noted the writer. He said the 
U.S.. which vetoed U.N. Security Council resolutions that 
demanded from Israel to comply with the peace accords 
and failed to pressure Israel into halting the building of 
settlement*, is not worthy of the role it has been assuming 
and imposing on the Arabs who do not trust what it does 
and who see in it a staunch supporter of Israel’s illegal 
practises, said the writer. He said Israel, which is disre- 
garding peace accords, does not even trust the U.S. and is 
acting free of any American pressure. The writer demand- 
ed that Washington admit its failure and open the way for 
the Europeans to assume the role of peace broker because 
of their proximity to die Middle East and their strong his- 
torical and geographical links with this region. 


FAKHRI SALEH, a writer for Al Dustour. discussed the 
outcome of a telethon programme by the London-based 
MBC television and said that the meagre funds collected 
by the volunreers reflect the fact that wealthy Arabs are 
unaware of or do not wish to be involved in any campaign 
for protecting the .Arab identity of Jerusalem. The writer 
quoted Faisal Husseini. the Palestinian leader in charge of 
the Jerusalem portfolio, who said in the programme that 
the .Arab citizens of Jerusalem can build thousands of 
houses and protect the .Arab institutions, but they lack the 
funds to do that at a time when they continually face 
Israeli arbitrary measures against them. He pointed out 
that the Zionists around the world continue to pump huge 
funds to ensure Israel's success in evicting the Arabs and 
judaising the city of Jerusalem while the wealthy .Arabs 
arc not responding to calls to save Jerusalem and the Arab 
houses and institutions. The writer said that the Arabs 
must realise that to save Jerusalem all hands are needed 
and ail efforts at the political and diplomatic levels should 
be pooled. 


Economic Review By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 

No need to ‘regulate’ education, 
it takes care of itself 


THERE .ARE several sectors of the Jordanian economy 
that have been successful in spite of the majority of the 
decision makers' attempts to derail them. Their success is 
due, primarily, to their independence from domestic insti- 
tutional influences whose motto appears to be: If it is not 
broke regulate it Private education is one of those sectors 
that has-been doing well, yet it needs to act quickly to 
escape the knife of regulatory mayhem. 

Jordan has several almost new and somewhat modem 
private universities that have come to attract significant- 
numbers of students. Obviously these institutions are 
doing well because tbe Ministry of Higher Education has 
recently asked one of them not to accept any new stu- 
dents; the classes are full. Furthermore, the same ministry' 
reached the conclusion that Jordan has enough private 
universities and decided not to grant any new licences 
because the market, supposedly, can not take any more 
private universities (there are no studies backing these 
claims). Is something wrong with the picture? WelL it is 
not difficult to guess. 

Obviously there is a market shortage of private univer- 
sities. since their classes are full, according to the 
Ministry of Higher Education. (New investment expendi- 
tures in education will benefit the economy and the 
increase in competition among schools will improve the 
quality of education and lower Its costs). So why not issue 
more licences and let more market entrants compete with 
the incumbents’? Because, the popular reasoning is. such 
an act would increase the number of students that attend 
these universities, thereby lowering the standard of edu- 
cation in Jordan. 

There are two underlying assumptions being made here: 
the first is that private universities attract a lower quality 
of students, those who did not do well in the high school 
exam (that one shot measure of the brilliance and failure 
of a person): the second is that the universities, by being 
private, are less disciplined, tending to provide a lower- 
quality education. 

Both assumptions are. of course, far from the truth. The 
high school exam. a.k.a. tawjihi. is an outmoded tool 
designed ro measure the ability of a student to memorise 
a syllabus, an endeavour which does not encourage inde- 
pendent thinking or creativity and has no relevance to the 
environment of the student. Furthermore, the very nature 
of the exam as a one shot deal makes it too dangerous to 
be the deciding factor In the future of a young life. The 
simple act of catching a cold or having a minor accident 
hours before the exam could cause one to lose a few 
points on a test that decides whether the person becomes 
a lawyer, a doctor or an engineer, completely different 


jobs with differing skill requirements. 

So why not give the student who wants to become an 
engineer another chance, at another university, and let this 
student suffer the additional costs of a private education 
as punishment for not having qualified for public educa- 
tion. rather than force the person into a profession that 
does not fit him/her? 

Besides, would nor the creation of new universities 
attract inward investment ro Jordan? Would not the 
schooling of the high school graduates inside the bound- 
aries of Jordan, instead of them going overseas, reduce 
the balance of payments deficits, the current account 
deficit and the demand for foreign exchange, thereby lib- 
erating the economy and the dinar from some of those 
surmounting pressures? 

The private universities tend to hire tenured staff from 
public universities who are on sabbatical leaves. 
Consequently, their staff comprises the best that the pub- 
lic schools offer, especially since they pay higher wages 
than government schools. Also, private schools are less 
bound by the restrictions and protectionism that hover 
over public universities which have to hire those they 
send on scholarship (sometimes obtained through wasta) 
who They are unable to fire later if they do not perform. 

Not only do the public universities flaunt a sense of 
superiority in their attitude towards the private universi- 
ties, they also tend to be dictatorial and irrational in their 
decisions towards their own students’ academic pursuits. 

In a recent article in the Arabic press, the students of a 
public university protested their university's decision to 
ban all students from taking summer courses elsewhere. 
What is wrong with allowing students to attend other uni- 
versities in the country? Nothing, since they are all 
accredited by the same accreditation board. So why not 
allow the students to take classes elsewhere instead of 
wasting their summers in the streets of Jordan or in the 
coffee shops smoking their hubble-bubble in preparation 
for a lifetime of underachievement? And why not let the 
people (students and investors) spend the money if they 
want to spend it? Isn't the economy suffering from a 
depression (a prolonged recession) and severe unemploy- 
ment? Why regulate when the market system and compe- 
tition will trim the fat and push the best forward while the 
worst will not be able to attract students in the long-run 
because their graduates will not be employable? 

There is only one logical answer to all these questions: 
in Jordan, officials love to regulate. In fact, to many, fur- 
ther regulation is always the best solution, and that is 
dangerous thinking, or better still, thinking dangerously. 


Israel: A choice between duress and respect 


By Anthony Lewis 


BOSTON •-*- Underlying 
all the years of conflict 
between Israelis and 
Palestinians, there has been 
a fundamental choice for 
the- two peoples. One side 
could try ro dominate or 
destroy the other, or they 
could live side by side with 
a degree of mutual respect. 

For the Palestinians, the 
first course meant rejection 
of the very idea of the 
Jewish state, opposing its 
superior force by terrorism. 
The second was the path of 
compromise, agreeing to 
live in peace in a mini-state 
alongside Israel. 

For Israel, the first choice 
meant permanent control of 
all occupied territory' and 
suppression of its 
Palestinian inhabitants. The 
second meant acceptance of 
Palestinian aspirations for a 
homeland, negotiating 
about its nature and territo- 

rv. 

At Oslo, both sides chose 
the second course, the path 
of peace. Now that choice is 
in doubt. The events of 
recent weeks — unilateral, 
humiliating actions by the 
Israeli government. 

Palestinian protest and ter- 
rorism in response — have 
the menacing ring of 
atavism. 

Benyamin Netanyahu 
blames it all on Yasser 
ArafaL who he says gave a 
“green light” to terrorists. 
Diplomats on the scene dis- 
agree. I do not know' exact- 
ly what Mr. Arafat did. but I 
do know this: if Yasser 


Arafar had been on Elba. 
Palestinians would have felt 
the same anger at Mr. 
Netanyahu’s policy. 

When Mr. Netanyahu 
announced that Israel’s 
promised next withdrawal 
would be from only 2 per 
cent of the West Bank, and 
decided suddenly to start 
building homes for 30.000 
Jews in East Jerusalem, the 
Palestinian reaction was 
predictable. Indeed, Israeli 
security officials predicted 
it — violence if the 
Jerusalem project went 
ahead. President Hosni 
Mubarak of Egypt said the 
same thing. 


was hope.” said Saeb 

Erakat, a senior Palestinian 
negotiator much respected 
by his Israeli counterparts. 
“Netanyahu succeeded in 
taking that hope away." 

Some Israelis, and some 
American supporters of 
Israel, seem to find it hard 
to understand why 

Palestinians should be dis- 
contented. For example, 
they say, Jerusalem under 
Israeli governance is a unit- 
ed city' in which 
Palestinians are fairly treat- 
ed. 

But anyone who has visit- 
ed Jerusalem w'ith eyes 
open knows that in reality it 


“Violence hurts the Palestinian 
cause , but it cannot be stopped at 
the diktat of Mr : ArafaL In the long 
run only peace — a peace of hope 
— can do that." 


The Palestinians' reaction 
was predictable for a simple 
reason. They saw Mr. 
Netanyahu's actions, taken 
without consulting or even 
informing Mr. Arafat, as a 
rejection" of Oslo. They 
thought he had chosen the 
first course: Domination 

instead of mutual respect. 
They saw his aim as perma- 
nent Israeli occupation of 
most of the West Bank, with 
just some islands of 
Palestinian control. 

“For 13 months there was 
no violence because there 


is not a united city. There is 
a Palestinian sector where 
few Israelis ever go, a sector 
poor and starved of public 
support. 

Bernard Wasserste'm. 
president of the Oxford 
Centre for Hebrew and 
Jewish Studies, summed it 
up recently in The Times 
Literary Supplement in 
London: In the 1992 munic- 
ipal budget, the last under 
Mayor Teddy Kollek, capi- 
tal expenditure was $900 
per capita in Jewish areas. 
$150 in Palestinian. A third 


of Palestinians live three to 
a room, while just 2.5 per 
■cent of Jews do-. A- 1995 
. municipal report said .that 
the East Jerusalem sewage 
system was half the 
required size and that 
schools and streets and 
lights were inadequate. 

Like anyone else, 
Palestinians feel resentment 
when forced to live as a sec- 
ond-class group, unable to 
control their own lives. If 
Mr. Arafat acquiesced in a 
permanent status of that 
kind, he would not remain 
their leader. 

Violence hurts the 
Palestinian cause, but it can- 
not be stopped at the diktat 
of Mr. ArafaL In the long 
run only peace — a peace of 
hope — can do that 

Israel’s rapprochement 
with the rest of the Arab 
World also depends on 
peace with the Palestinians. 
Mr. Netanyahu should not 
have been surprised when 
an Arab conference last 
week called for suspension 
of the ties being formed 
with Israel. 

The Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict will end only when 
both parties can live in 
respect and security. That 
means Israel accepting a 
disarmed Palestinian state 
in the West Bank and Gaza, 
with a political place in a 
still single Jerusalem. 1 am 
an optimisL and I think that 
will happen. The question is 
how many lives will be lost 
before Mr. Netanyahu or a 
successor chooses peace. 
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Israel might 


disintegrate 
from within 


Bv Waleed M. Sadi 


The New York Times 


ISRAEL IS digging its own 
grave by promoting and 
protecting its ultrareligious 
factions and the Likud 
Party is the prime reason 
for this suicidal course. 
The religious parties’ 
strength hi been steadily 
growing, no thanks to the 
Likud Parly which has put 
its immediate interests 
ahead of the Israeli long- 
terms interests. 

Lusting power at any 
price, the Likud, and the 
like of Israeli Prime 

Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, has been busy 
cultivating a close relation- 
ship with the extremists 
within the Israeli society 
for no avowed purpose 
except to capture power 
and cling to it at all costs, 
even if that could lead their 
nation to an early demise. 

The Likud has been in 
effect behind every legisla- 
tive move to support ultra- 
religious forces financially 
and otherwise. As things 
stand now, the ultrareli- 
gious parties enjoy privi- 
leges in every conceivable 
way, ranging from tax 
exemptions to direct and 
indirect handouts and even 
exemption from military 
service, an absurd situa- 
tion. considering that the 
very people who support 
the extremists policies of 
Israel are effectively 
exempt from military ser- 
vice to back these policies 
up. 

The strength of the reli- 
gious groups stands at 
about 25 per cent of the 
total Israeli constituencies 
and is projected to' double 
in size in less than a 
decade, as long as the 
Likud remains short-sight- 
ed. Besides being unpro- 
ductive economically and 
literally parasitic. the 
Israeli government will 
continue to bear the exu- 
berant costs of the upkeep- 
ing and welfare of these 
religious groups for no rea- 
son other than expediency, 
pure and simple. The 
Israeli fundamentalists are 
in effect driving their coun- 
try to economic ruin and 
political disasters simply 
because their number has 
swollen and the Likud 
Party is willing to hold 
hands with them in order to 
tilt their newly discovered 
political strength in its 
favour. 

The other “half’ of the 
Israeli society is therefore 
forced to fund the exis- 
tence of the ultrareligious 
and pay for the ruinous 
policies that they promote 
in the Knesset and else- 
where in the Israeli estab- 
lishment even though they 
are in total disagreement 
with them. 

What exacerbates the 
problem is the dramatic 
rise in the number of the 
religious population, due to 
their high birth rate and the 
new waves of emigrants 
who tend to be religious 
oriented. Unlike the early 
Jewish emigrants from 
east and central Europe, 
who were by and large 
agnostic and secular. Lhe 
majority of the new Jewish 


settlers appears to be total- 
ly absorbed and dominated 
by religion in its most 
extreme form. Most of the 
hardliners in Israel come 
from the new Israelis. 

It has been said that the 
holocaust in Nazi Germany 
made many Jews question 
their religious beliefs. In 
reaction to the Nazi atroci- 
ties in the forties, many 
Jews shunned religion and ^ 
turned to secularism. The 
continued Israeli successes 
since 1 94S seem to have 
reversed that trend and 
contributed to a religions 
revival instead as these tri- 
umphs strengthened the 
belief ill religion and lent 
support to the conviction 
among Jews that God is on 
their side. Religion was 
hence viewed as the ulti- 
mate answer to the Jewish 
trials and tribulations. The 
end result was a dramatic 
upsurge in religious fer- 
vour in Israel and among 
Jews in the diaspora. 

Fortunately. though, 
ultrareligious Jews refuse 
to serve in the armed 
forces. They even refuse 
alternative public service. 
They seem to enjoy “living 
off the fat of the lamb" as it 
were, at the expense of sec- 
ular Israelis who pay with 
their blood and sweat for 
the hardline policies advo- 
cated by Israeli fundamen- 
talists. Of course the Likud . 
Party was the first Israeli J l . 
political force to recognise 
the rising political fortunes 
of the religious community 
and started to court them 
ever since. Now it is a for- 
gone conclusion that Israeli 
religious fanatics have 
brought the- Israeli Prime 
.'Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu to power, albeit 
by a small margin. There is 
little doubt that, as things 
srand now, the Likud 
would continue to enjoy 
the support of the religious 
factions for as long as one 
can predict. 

With the ranks of the sec- 
ularists poised to decrease 
with the increasing 

prospects of their migra- 
tion to the West to escape 
the intolerant conditions - 
created by Jewish funda- 
mentalism, the future looks 
bleak for Israel. The first 
spontaneous reaction of 
Leah Rabin, the widow of 
the late Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
who was assassinated by 
Israeli extremists, was to ji$ 
announce her intention to 
pack up and leave the 
country. Leah Rabin's ini- 
tial reaction may have been 
driven by grief and a sense 
of shock, but I have heard 
the same remark from 
many Israelis who would 
rather leave than put up 
with the emerging political 
landscape in their country. 

If this indeed is the future 
scenario that the Likud is 
preparing for their country- 
men, then there is no 
escape from the conclusion 
that Israel may not survive 
very long, not so much 
because of Arab pressure 
but rather from the internal 
forces that are poised to 
disintegrate the country 
from within. 


Time to get tough on international corruption 


By Maria Livanos Cattaui 


PARIS — Public resentment of international corruption has 
never been stronger. Governments and business should work 
together to hall its progress and at least make bribery a mar- 
ginal and hazardous practice, even if they cannot stamp it out 
altogether. 

Corruption is wasteful and both obstructs and distorts trade. 
In country' after country it has destabilised governments and 
discredited political establishments. It deprives the deserving 
of their rightfulreward and nourishes political extremism. 

There is real momentum behind the drive against bribeiy in 
international trade and it must be maintained. Business is 
determined to play its part. 

We need laws that allow enterprises to be reasonably confi- 
dent that incorruptibility will not hamstring them when they 
compete in the international marketplace. The consequences of 
being a lone knight in shining armour can be failure to win for- 
eign contracts, the shutting down of production lines and mas- 
sive job losses. 

For business, therefore, the international coherence of legis- 
lation as well as vigorous enforcement are keys to success in 


suppressing corruption. Regrettably, despite recent internation- 
al initiatives, business is still confronted with a maze of differ- 
ing national regimes ranging from the official blind eye, and 
even connivance at the highest level, to strict enforcement of 
tough anti-corruption laws. 

Particularly in this digital age of instant communication, we 
reject the argument that what would be morally unthinkable in 
one country must be accepted as part of the way of doin'* 
things in another. We are troubled by the tilted playing field on 
which international business now has to operate. 

Yet much that is positive has happened in the past couple of 
years. On the government side, leading industrial countries 
belonging to the OECD agreed in 1994 that they should sup- 
press bribery in international business transactions. Last year 
they called for a ban on what amounts to officially sanctioned 
corruption — the tax deductibility of bribes. 

The Internationa] Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank 
are committed to the anti-corruption drive. They have the mus- 
cle that comes from funds that can be withheld. 

How to keep free of corruption and remain competitive is 
high on the agenda in corporate boardrooms. The International 
Chamber of Commerce (ICC) introduced the first business 


code to combat extortion and bribery in international transac- 
tions in 1977 It is now urging its thousands of members all 
over the world to apply an updated and strengthened set of 

l h I dea j s . t ^ iai ICC s rules — which have been express- 
ty endorsed by our council representing business in 130 coun- 

ti m,, 5 ° U be wntten ’ mo internal corporate codes of prac- 
tire that employees are required to observe 

^governments alike the important thing is the 

nn rh<» ~^ 0rCe ' , caJI u P Dn governments to follow through 

that m^«° mi ^ e " da , UOnS laid down by OECD. Specifically, 
that means criminalising the bribery of foreign pubUeofficials 
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‘Deir Yassin may provide a directed and humble path 
towards a future beyond power and piety’ 


By Marc H. Ellis 

The writer is an American 
Jewish theologian, critical 
of Israel’s Holocaust men- 
tality, who has written sev- 
eral books on the subject. 
The article below is an 
address he delivered at 
Birzeit University last 
week, commemorating the 
49th anniversary of the 
Deir Yassin massacre. 

"SEEN FROM the view- 
point of man, who always 
lives in the interval 
between past and future, 
time is not a continuum, a 
flow of uninterrupted suc- 
cession; it is broken in the 
middle, at the point where 
‘he ' stands; and ‘his ’ stand- 
point is not the present as 
we usually understand it 
but rather a gap in rime 
which ‘his’ constant fight- 
ing, ‘his’ making a stand 
against past and future, 
keeps in existence. ” 

Hannah Arendt 

It is a difficult exercise for 
a Jew to address a gather- 
ing of those who remember 
the massacre of Deir 
Yassin, indeed some who 
survived the massacre and 
descendants of those who 
did not- And it is even more 
difficult because the mas- 
sacre itself, in its meaning 
and consequences, contin- 
ues today. 

Forty-nine years after the 
massacre, Palestinians are 
still not free. Palestinian 
land is still occupied and 
the Palestinian diaspora 
grows in numbers and 
longevity. Many Palestini- 
ans experience the “auton- 
omy” of Oslo as a pretence 
for a further diminution of 
Palestinian life and possi- 
bility. 

It is nor the first time thar 
peace in our century has 
been implemented with 
such a heavy hand and with 
the pretence of innocence. 
Nor is it the first time thar a 
suffering people has 
empowered itself at the 
expense of others and cele- 
brated that empowerment 
as a divine promise. And 
one can certainly argue 
from the extensive cata- 
logue of suffering in the 
20th century that there are 
other peoples who have 
suffered more extensively 
and intensively than the 
Palestinians have. 

One thinks here of the 
milli ons killed in the Sovi- 
et Union, China, Cambodia 

Iran 'gives 
preference' 

(Continued from page 12 ) 

In Tehran, hundreds of thou- 
sands of Iranians chanted for 
the downfall of Germany, the 
United States and Israel as 
they marched on the German 
embassy in Tehran to protest a 
Berlin court verdict accusing 
Iran’s leaders of ordering 
political killings. Witnesses 
said the huge crowds packed 
the main street outside the 
embassy, several blocks in 
each direction. “Death to 
Germany, fascist Germany, 
servant of Zionism.” Iranian 
police cordoned off the 
embassy. The demonstration, 
the second since Friday, was 
emotionally charged but 
orderly, they said. 

The Islamic Republic News 
Agency (TRNA) said "mil- 
lions” were expected to attend 
rallies nationwide. 

Demonstrations also were 

reported in eight other cities 
including Qom, 120 kilome- 
tres south of Tehran. Gasses 
were cancelled Sunday to 
allow seminarians to take part 
in rallies in the holy city, the 
seat of Iran's ruling Shiite 
Muslim clergy. 

Demonstrators in Q° m 
shouted against America and 
Israel, Tehran Radio reported. 
It quoted other chants as say- 
ing: “This evil plot has made 
Germany the target of hate for 
everyone” or that "Germany 
has now turned into a U.S. 
toy.” 

There were no reports or 
violence. 

Meanwhile, the 270- seat 
Majlis, or parliament, held a 
closed session to review rela- 


and, more recently, of the 
hundreds of thousands 
slaughtered in Rwanda. 
And of course the millions 
of Jews slaughtered in the 
heart of Europe. In fact, it 
is the mass slaughter of 
Jews tbai fuelled "the cre- 
ation of the state of Israel 
and the ideology that justi- 
fies its actions, including 
the displacement of the 
Palestinian people. 

Perhaps it is paradoxical 
that the slaughter of Jews in 
Europe led to the slaughter 
of Palestinians by Jews at 
Deir Yassin. Or perhaps it 
is something more logical 
than paradoxical, in that the 
creation of a Jewish state, 
like the creation of any 
state, depends on a certain 
amount of violence. To cre- 
ate a Jewish state in an 
Arab country and region 
was impossible without 
violence, and the massacre 
at Deir Yassin stands out 
only in the extent of vio- 
lence and the fact that the 
violence escaJaied with the 
surrender of the villagers. 
This violence, as recorded 
by eyewitnesses, was sav- 
age beyond the needs of 
warfare, and this with the 
understanding that war is 
horrible in and of itself. 

From the perspective of 
Palestinian history, the sav- 
agery al Deir Yassin was 
felt throughout Palestine 
and is only an extreme 
example of what Palestini- 
ans experienced at the 
hands of Jewish soldiers. 
One thinks here of the 
forced marches of thou- 
sands of civilians from 
Lydda and Ramie, ordered 
as we know by Yitzhak 
Rabin with the permission 
of David Ben-Gurion. 

In some sense, almost the 
entire experience of Pales- 
tinians at the hands of Jews 
and the Jewish state can be 
found in these two events: 
the military and its excess- 
es, conquering of land and 
villages, displacement of 
civilians on a mass scale, 
the disruption and, in many 
cases, the ending of a root- 
ed and cultured life in the 
land of Palestine. In short, 
and perhaps this is as sig- 
nificant as the larger ques- 
tions pondered by acade- 
mics and politicians, Jews 
have disrupted and ended 
the ordinary lives of the 
Palestinian people. 

This is the horror of Deir 
Yassin reflected in the bru- 
tality of the avenging Jew- 
ish soldiers and magnified 
for generations after. Bal- 


dens with Germany. 

Hassan Rowhani, the 
deputy speaker, called for a 
“total revision of ties with 
Germany.” He also called on 
the government to stop all 
investment in Germany and 
ban the purchase of German 
equipment. __ 

Ali Reza Mabjoub, a Tehran 
deputy, told reporters the gov- 
ernment should “reduce ties 
... to tiie lowest level.” 

The court said that Iranian 
leaders were behind the assas- 
sination a charge Tehran 
has vehemently denied. 

An anti -European stance 
was taken by Iran’s parlia- 
ment speaker. Ali Akbar 
Nateq-Nouri. who said Tehran 
could give preference to Russ- 
ian firms in new projects. 

Mr. Nateq-Nouri, who is on 
an official visit to Russia, said 
that Iran preferred Russia to 
France for a huge gas project 
in tire Gulf. 

Despite the tough rhetoric. 
Iran appeared as committed to 
controlling the fallout from 
the court case as the European 
nations themselves, which 
have stopped short of severing 
diplomatic relations or cutting 
trade ties with oil-rich Iran. 

Tehran Radio said Mr. 
Rowhani. speaking at a sched- 
uled parliament session, 
demanded the government 
“cancel investments in the 
east of Germany.” 

It said Mr. Rowhani also 
demanded that Iran should 
seek a compensation of 1 8 bil- 
lion marks for the failure of 
German companies to finish 
building a nuclear power plant 
in Iran after Iran’s 1979 Islam- 
ic revolution. 

German officials had said 
last year that Iran was interest- 
ed in buying some troubled 


ties, even massacres, occur 
throughout history and 
though they can never be 
condoned, let alone cele- 
brated as Menachem Begin 
did with Deir Yassin, the 
possibility of burial, 
mourning and, ultimately, 
healing can only be accom- 
plished over time with the 
generations that come after: 
These generations must be 
able to see the dead within 
a larger framework and 
destiny to address the 
wounds that exist long after 
the dead are buried. 

Memory is contextual 
and needs a foundation in 
narrative as well as geogra- 
phy. Can the dead be 
mourned, can they finally 
reach peace for themselves 
and their descendants when 
the same history' keeps 
unfolding and the narrative 
and geography are limited 
by the same people who 
committed the massacres? 
This is what Elie Wiese I. a 
survivor of Auschwitz, 
alluded to on the 30th 
anniversary of the libera- 
tion of Auschwitz, when he 
wrote: ‘Time does not heal 
all wounds. There are those 
that remain painfully 
open.” 

Is there a way to heal the 
wounds that time does not? 
Perhaps not for the victims 
and the survivors. But the 
question facing us is 
whether the larger history 
of a people can be healed 
after these events of dis- 
placement and murder. For 
these events rend the fabric 
of a people’s history in 
ways that are as horrific to 
the actual victims and can 
outlive those who were 
present at the event itself. 
The formative event of 
destruction becomes a col- 
lective wound through 
which a history of a people 
is felt and articulated. This, 
too, seems immune to heal- 
ing and the passage of time 
may make the wound even 
more acute. Or perhaps the 
wound is the same and time 
itself is needed to recog- 
nize its enormity. Distance 
is often seen as the great 
healer, but in the life of 
peoples it can also be a dis- 
tance necessary' for an 
awakening. 

The memory of Deir 
Yassin as part of the fabric 
of Palestinian history 
awaits its final mission and 
destination, for one day it 
may fuel a resistance to the 
rulers who subvert that 
memory of suffering with 
power and political piety. 


east German companies in the 
former communist region in 
an effort to improve ties with 
Bonn. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati Sunday 
described as “symbolic” the 
measures taken against his 
country by the EU. predicting 
that the diplomatic crisis 
would not last long. 

“Although they take sym- 
bolic steps in solidarity (with 
Germany.), they will not con- 
tinue along this road to the 
end,” Mr. Velayati told Iranian 
reporters after attending a 
closed-door session of parlia- 
ment to discuss reviewing ties 
with Germany. 

Mr. Velayati hopes that the 
diplomatic crisis with the EU 
would be brief was the first 
conciliatory sign from Iran 
since Thursday. 

He also warned, however, 
that any “reduction in diplo- 
matic links with Iran would be 
recorded in the memory of our 
people and government files.” 

“We will take this into 
account as we plan for our 
future relations with other 
countries.” he said, quoted by 
stare television. 

Beyond Europe, Iran has 
also started to punish other 
countries who have recalled 
their ambassadors from 
Tehran. 

Mr. Rowhani said h had 
cancelled a visit here by an 
Australian economic delega- 
tion, while meat, butter and 
wool imports from New 
Zealand have been suspended. 

The decision to freeze trade 
agreements with New 
Zealand has puzzled New 
Zealand officials who said 
Sunday there were no current 
contracts berween the two 
countries. 


At the same time, it may 
provide a directed and 
humble path towards a 
future beyond power and 
piety where the dead and 
those who come after 
return in narrative and 
geography to nurture the 
ordinary life of a people. 

The question of how Deir 
Yassin will function in 
Palestinian memory and 
life is both independent of 
and. to some extent, depen- 
dent on how this memory 
functions in Jewish life, for 
the wound in a people’s 
history is most often two- 
sided: those who are 

wounded and those who 
wound. Though the pain of 
Deir Yassin is remembered 
by Palestinians. who 
among Jews remember this 
tragedy? If Palestinians 
remember Deir Yassin in its 
individuality and commu- 
nal meaning, who among 
Jews remembers it in either 
dimension? At least in 
mainstream Jewish writing 
one searches in vain for ref- 
erences to Deir Yassin and. 
if mentioned at all. it is in a 
context that buries the 
tragedy in the struggle for 
the creation of the state of 
Israel, a goal, at least to 
these writers, that far out- 
weighs the tragedy which 
befell a village and a peo- 
ple. Of course, the other 
events which make up the 
larger tapestry of the dis- 
placement of the Palestin- 
ian people are similarly 
treated, so that the individ- 
ual horrors never add up to 
the corporate horror that 
befell Palestine. By 
neglecting the suffering of 
the Palestinians, such histo- 
ries diminish Jewish culpa- 
bility in that suffering and 
in a curious way disjoin 
what such suffering cre- 
ates: a shared history. How 
else could those responsi- 
ble for dislocation and 
death — Menachem Begin, 
Yitzhak Shamir, Yitzhak 
Rabin and David Ben- 
Gurion — emerge as 
heroes and ultimately 
prime ministers? 

The cleansing of Pales- 
tinians from the land is in 
reality intimately related to 
the cleansing of Jewish his- 
tory from the stain of its 
deeds. This can only occur 
if Palestinians are. as it 
were, peripheral to the 
unfolding drama, a mass of 
strangers whose role is to 
vacate Palestine so the 
more important Jewish his- 
tory can reach its pinnacle. 

Without the recognition 

PNA ready 
for final 
status 
talks 

(Continued from page 1) 

Mazen told the U.S. that 
pressures on the PNA to 
step up its crackdown on 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
were not realistic, espe- 
cially because Israel was 
not demanded to take any 
such measures against its 
own extremists. 

The PNA delegation 
also demanded that 
greater American concern 
be addressed against the 
continuous Israeli killing 
and wounding of Pales- 
tinians. 

One PNA official said 
that by complying with 
some of the American 
demands, mainly those of 
resuming security cooper- 
ation with Israel and mak- 
ing a public statement 
condemning violence 
against Israeli civilians, 
the U.S. would move to 
apply greater pressure on 
Israel. 

So far there has been no 
indication that the U.S. is 
ready to apply strong 
pressure on Israel or to act 
as an arbiter between the 
two sides in spite of PNA 
compliance with Ameri- 
can demands. 


of a shared history, how can 
a joinr recognition of the 
importance of Deir Yassin 
to both Palestinians and 
Jews be recognised? For at 
Deir Yassin something hap- 
pened to Jewish history or. 
to put it another way. the 
event itself should force a 
recognition that the slaugh- 
ter was not simply an aber- 
ration of war but part of a 
systematic and successful 
attempt to carve out a state 
at the expense of the Pales- 
tinian people. Deir Yassin 
should remind Jews that 
something horrible hap- 
pened (here, throughout 
Palestine, and in the history 
of the Jewish people. That 
Jews, a diaspora and suffer- 
ing people created, for their 
own survival and advance- 
ment, a diaspora and suffer- 
ing people, the effects of 
which have yet to be recog- 
nised almost half a century 
later. This lack of recogni- 
tion is itself part of the pre- 
tence that die history of 
Jews and Palestinians in the 
land is separate, for how- 
cun one avoid the moral, 
religious and political con- 
sequences of this joint his- 
tory once the connection is 
made? Whatever the rea- 
sons and justifications, 
however the importance of 
Palestinian life is min- 
imised. the reality is there 
for all to see: millions of 
Palestinians who are 
refugees in their own land 
and outside of it and Jew’s 
who continue to occupy, 
displace, torture and mur- 
der long after die creation 
of the stare and even after 
the Oslo agreements, which 
are ostensrbly an attempt to 
end this history. 

Yet even here the ques- 
tion remains: Do the Oslo 
agreements attempt to 
recognise the joint history 
of Jew- and Palestinian and 
therefore the culpability of 
Jews in the displacement of 
the Palestinians, or do they 
attempt to bury that histo- 
ry? Do the people of mem- 
ory. the Jews, seek to estab- 
lish a political separation so 
that the Palestinian memory 
of Deir Yassin will forever 
be separated from the Jew- 
ish people and state as a 
dangerous memory which 
calls into question the Jew- 
ish claims of innocence and 
redemption? 

... (If) history is only seen 
as a continuum, a “flow of 
uninterrupted succession.” 
then the powerful are victo- 
rious and the defeated are 
consigned to oblivion. 


(Continued from page 1) 

ing against the central 
enemy, Israel,” Mr. Abu 
Musameh said. “It is up 
to the Hamas military 
wing to take the appro- 
priate decision,” he told 
the Associated Press. 

A Hamas leaflet called 
President Yasser Arafat 
“a traitor,” for helping 
Israel crack the Surif 
Hamas cell which 
abducted and killed the 
soldier. Mr. Netanyahu 
credited Mr. Arafat per- 
sonally for assisting in 
the operation. 

Bringing Labour into 
his government may 
help Mr. Netanyahu 
smooth relations and 
gain support for a final 
status agreement his 
cunent right-wing coali- 
tion partners may not go 
for. 

Mr. Peres confirmed to 
Israel’s army radio in a 
telephone interview 
from Brazil, where he is 
visiting, that he had dis- 
cussed” the idea with Mr. 
Netanyahu last week. 
Mr. Netanyahu narrowly 
beat Mr. Peres in 
Israel’s national elec- 
tions last May. 

Mr. Peres’ leadership 
of the Labour Party is 
expected to shift at the 
next Labour leadership 
convention on June 3, 
and favourite Ehud 
Barak, who opposes 
national unity, is expect- 
ed to replace him. 

Mr. Peres, a central 
architect of Israel-Pales- 


until, of course, they rise up 
and defeat the powerful and 
assume their place. If histo- 
ry is without interruption, 
then morality, ethics, reli- 
gious faith, is simply an 
exercise without possibility, 
a piety without substance. 

What Arendt seems to 
suggest is that only by tak- 
ing a stand against this con- 
tinuum. by taking a “stand 
against past and future.” 
can a point of reference be 
established which allows 
for a reckoning and a new- 
beginning. 

In this “gap in time” we 
can make judgements, 
reconsider our history, and 
resolve to take another 
road. Is despair, the desire 
for the death of “all of us.” 
simply another way of say- 
ing that we have let the con- 
tinuum of history over- 
whelm our ability to change 
direction? The gap in time 
is found in reflection, often 
in the silence where the 
individual is separated from 
the world, and sometimes 
in the midst of a communal 
discussion or action, even 
in an act of commemora- 
tion. Yet there is always a 
choice involved, as Yad 
VaShem, in eyesight of 
Deir Yassin, plainly demon- 
strates. For even memory 
can be mobilised to contin- 
ue the cycle of destruction 
and death as it too often has 
been in relation to the 
Holocaust. But then the vic- 
tims of destruction, even 
after they have emerged 
victorious. remain 

unhealed. Hence Wiesel's 
comment on the 30th 
anniversary of the libera- 
tion of Auschwitz. Without 
the end of the cycle, the 
survivors remain unhealed 
and. as importantly, the 
martyrs become a pawn in 
the present as they were in 
the past. Does this fulfill 
the command of remem- 
brance, observed by all 
peoples in all times, if the 
memory of the martyrs 
becomes the fuel for the 
creation of new martyrs? 

There is, of course, anoth- 
er choice, a choice which 
can fulfill the command of 
remembrance and hold out 
the possibility' of healing. 
That is to stand in the gap 
of time and recognise that 
history' is “broken in the 
middle" and that this break 
allows a reconsideration of 
the past and the future it is 
giving birth to. This break 
in the middle advises us 
that while the creation of 
martyrs in the past is irre- 


tine Liberation Organi- 
sation (PLO) peace- 
making. reportedly 
expects to be in charge 
of coordinating the 
peace process in a unity 
government and Israeli 
media suggested he may 
even enter the govern- 
ment without Labour 
Party support ahead of 
the leadership race. 

Mr. Netanyahu met 
earlier Sunday with U.S. 
Ambassador Martin 
Indyk to discuss the 
peace process and the 
premier’s adviser David 
Bar-Illan said U.S. 
peace envoy Dennis 
Ross was expected to 
return to the region soon 
but did not" give a 
date.The United'’ States 
has been trying to help 
renew peace talks 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

A Palestinian delega- 
tion. dispatched to 
Washington by Mr. 
Arafat for talks with Mr. 
Ross last week returned 
to Gaza Sunday. The 
delegation had hoped 
the U.S. would use its 
influence to pressure 
Israel to soften its poli- 
cies. but was returning 
disappointed. 

Palestinian Minister 
Hanan Ashrawi. a mem- 
ber of the delegation 
told the Arabic newspa- 
per Al Ayyam thaL “in 
spite of the U.S. opposi- 
tion to settlement con- 
struction the administra- 
tion is apparently unable 
to pressure Israel.” 


versible, the creation of 
new martyrs is avoidable. 
The warning is that new 
martyrs in our time are 
inevitable only if we refuse 
to honour the dead and the 
survivors in the only way 
that they ultimate!} would 
want to be honoured: by 
ending the cycle of destruc- 
tion and death. Of course, 
that cycle does not. like 
martyrdom, end by the 
force of history: ii too is not 
part of a continuum, as if all 
of a sudden the peace will 
come. The cycle of destruc- 
tion and death must be 
interrupted by the voices of 
the martyrs gaining a new- 
hearing and by those in the 
present who allow that their 
history is broken in the 
middle. To hear the voices 
and recognise the broken- 
ness is to engage in “con- 
stant fighting" for a justice 
that is also broken in the 
middle. That is. justice 
within the context of mar- 
tv rdom and the cycle of 
destruction and death 
involves the political pur- 
suit of structured and insti- 
tutional adjustment and. on 
a deeper level, listening to 
voices, seeing visions and 
opportunities for a new 
structure of human rela- 
tions. Justice and vision 
will together provide the 
possibility of healing and a 
new. shared departure from 
a previously divided life. 

if the histories of Jews 
and Palestinians are broken 
in the middle — and the 
proximity of Yad VaShem 
and Deir Yassin arc testi- 
mony to this — they can 
mend because both histo- 
ries continue to be forged in 
the same land, under the 
same sun, and with the 
same neighbours. Though 
most Jews and Palestinians 
live as if the other does not 
exist and, for some, should 
not exist, there are those 
who, in light of their inde- 
pendent and interdependent 
tragedies, have crossed 
boundaries to the other in 
order to end the cycle of 
death and destruction. 
There are those Jews and 
Palestinians, a minority to 
be sure, though growing 
through the years, who seek 
a mutuality of interests and 
concerns and are interested 
in a joint enterprise to build 
a life which respects the old 
and includes the need to 
commemorate. Al the same 
time, they envision a way 
of life w hich grows togeth- 
er something new. an iden- 
tity that is Jewish and 


The Palestinians are 
also facing a dire eco- 
nomic situation. When 
the Israeli-imposed clo- 
sure on the West Bank 
and Gaza is in effect, it 
bars most of the two 
million Palestinians 
from finding jobs in 
Israel and 'costs the 
economy an estimated 
S6 million a day. 

On Sunday, however, 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) got a 
break from the World 
Bank which pledged 
S25 million to help 
build housing projects 
for Palestinians. 

At the funeral of 
Israeli soldier Sharon 
Edry whose body was 
found buried in Surif, 
Mr. Netanyahu 

promised the family of 
the soldier on Sunday 
that Israel would crush 
anti-Israeli groups 
regardless of Palestinian 
complaints. 

“Without any connec- 
tion to complaints from 
our Palestinian partners 
(in the peace process), 
we fight ‘and w ill contin- 
ue to fight until we will 
catch and punish these 
murderers.” he told a 
grieving funeral crowd. 
'The Israeli Maariv 
newspaper reported 
Sunday that Palestinian 
Justice Minister Freih 
Abu Medein had criti- 
cised the PNA for help- 
ing to capture the 
Hamas members respon- 
sible for Edry’s death. 

Palestinian police had 


Palestinian and something 
more. This identity will 
develop as a more positive 
sharing of land and 

resources comes into being 
and the ordinary life vt 
Jews and Palestinians 
becomes mutually interde- 
pendent. 

In living an ordinary, inti - 
grated life logetiur 

throughout IsRiet/PuIcstinc, 
new- patterns of living and 
relating will evolve that 

necessitate new symbols 
and ways of forming identi- 
ty. The pattern here will l«e 
respect for differences — a 
multi-cultural approach — 
and li process of assimila- 
tion — the forging of a dif- 
ferent identity. The .strict 
separation of Jews and 
Pale*.i ini. i ns. as if they will 
be forever “other.” is the 
recipe for embracing a con- 
tinuum of history and the 
tragedies within it. 

That Jews and Palestini- 
ans might one day be one 
people and nation is fright- 
ening to many on both 
sides, but the results of the 
past division are clear. 

What is it that Jews have 
with this strict division if 
not militarism and isola- 
tion? What is it that Pales- 
tinians have with this strict 
division if not a truncated 
part of historic Palestine 
and millions of refugees in 
neighbouring countries and 
the West? Can the Jewish 
Holocaust and the Palestin- 
ian Catastrophe be dealt 
with geographically, politi- 
cally. culturally and ethical- 
ly if this division is 
enshrined as if it were com- 
manded by God? 

The history of atrocity 
suggests that at some point 
the combatants become 
weary of battle and, as the 
corpses pile higher and 
higher, more and more peo- 
ple seek another way of li. - 
ing with one another, a Wiiy 
of justice and compassion. 

At different moments the 
“gap in time” seems more 
propitious, as if the contin- 
uum has been broken and 
the stand against past and 
future has made its point. 
Those moments arc some- 
times found in celebration 
and at other rimes in 
mourning and commemora- 
tion. When those momenis 
are seized and acted upon, 
it is like a deep cry of histo- 
ry his been heard. 

On the 49th anniversary 
of Deir Yassin, one of those 
moments is upon us. await- 
ing our decision. 


helped dismantle (he 
group by arresting three 
of its members in the 
West Bank city of 
Hebron despite a formal 
suspension of security 
cooperation between the 
two sides. 

Israel has refused to 
resume peace talks wiih 
the Palestinians until 
they crack down on anti- 
Israeli violence. 

Meanwhile, the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) is try- 
ing to organise a meet- 
ing between Mr. Arafat 
and Israeli Foreign Min- 
ister David Levy in 
Malta later this week, a 
senior Palestinian offi- 
cial said Sunday. 

Mr. Levy is represem- 
ing Israel at the Eurn- 
Meditevranean confer- 
ence on April 15 and 16 
in Malta, and Palestin- 
ian sources said Mr. 
Arafat also plans to 
atrend. 

The Palestinian offi- 
cial said the attempt to 
organise a meeting on 
the sidelines of the con- 
ference was part of a 
package of EU measures 
to put the crisis-torn 
Israeli -Palestinian peace 
process back on track. 

The EU initiative wi'S 
outlined to Mr. Levy 
and Mr. Arafat by Dutch 
Foreign Minister Hans 
van Mierlo during a 
visit to Israel last week, 
said the official. 


Israel lifts closure of West Bank and Gaza 


Majali emphasises investment 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali Sunday 
visited the Ministry of 
Trade. Industry and 
Supply and met with 
Minister Hani Mulki 
and his senior assis- 
tants. The premier 
emphasised the need 
for doubling efforts in 
order to encourage 
investments and sim- 
plify procedures. 

Noting that the gov- 
ernment will soon be 
offering incentives to 
investors , Dr. Majali 
urged the ministry to 
benefit from other 
nations' experiences in 
attracting investments 



Prime Minister Majali (in kufiyyeh) discussing economic issues with Minister Mulki 
and Central Bank Governor Ziyad Fariz (left), and Trade and Industry Ministry Sec- 
retary General Mohammad Smadi (Petra photo) 


High oil prices give 
reprieve to Arab 
Gulf economies 


Egyptian premier 
seeks investment 
from Asian states 


.ABU DHABI (.AFP) — High 
oil prices have given a tempo- 
rary relief to Gulf economies 
which were jolted by weak 
prices over the past decade 
and huge payments for two 
wan? in the region, experts 
have said. 

But the price surge is not 
enough to spur long-term sus- 
tainable growth in the 
economies of the six Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states, making it imperative 
for them to push ahead with 
reforms, they saicL 

"The current improvement 
in oil prices is only a tempo- 
rary relief to the economies of 
the GCC countries, which 
have suffered from a sharp 
slowdown in ^growth rates, 
persistent deficits in their bud- 
gets apd balances of pay- 
ments. and a drainage in their 
coffers.” a Riyadh-based econ- 
omist said. 

“The achievements recorded 
in 1996 were reminiscent of 
those during the oil boom,” he 
added. 

"But you cannot guarantee 
the same performance in the 
coming years as crude prices 
could weaken again. This 
should prompt Gulf countries 
to pursue reforms with the 
same serious pace announced 
in the early 1990s.” the econo- 
mist emphasised. 

The economies of GCC 
states — Bahrain. Kuwait. 
Oman. Qatar. Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates 
lUAE) — surged by at least 


eight per cent in 1996 while 
their deficits were cut and cof- 
fers overfilled with an extra 
$12 billion because of a rise in 
oil prices of more than $3 a 
barrel. 

The situation was in contrast 
with 1993 and 1994. when 
some GCC economies record- 
ed negative growth rates and 
their deficits widened. 

The GCC economy suffered 
a heavy blow in 1991 as mem- 
ber states, mainly Saudi Ara- 
bia and Kuwait, spent by more 
than $65 billion for a U.S.-led 
offensive to liberate Kuwat 
from Iraqi invasion forces. 

dCC states also paid bil- 
lions of dollars to bankroll 
Iraq's 1980-1988 war against 
Iran. 

Bankers said GCC states- 
need to focus on three main 
goals in their reforms: Privati- 
sation of public institutions, 
attracting capital, mainly for 
industrial enterprises, and 
diversification of their sources 
of income. 

■‘Privatisation means eco- 
nomic activity will no longer 
be dependent on government 
spending and the private sector 
will then be self-sustained 
instead of remaining reliant on 
public expenditure," an Abu 
Dhabi-based banker said. 

Oman, embarking on the 
biggest reform programme in 
the region, has given more 
access to foreign investors and 
is planning to expand the 
scope for them. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
Prime Minister Kama! AJ 
Ganzuri left Sunday for 
Malaysia, the first leg of a 
ten-day Asian tour which 
will also take him to Singa- 
pore and China. 

Dr. Ganzuri told reporters 
at Cairo airport that he 
wanted to persuade the 
"Asian Tigers to invest in 
Egypt and prove to them 
Cairo's ability to give bene- 
fits lo foreign investment.” 

He was accompanied by a 
large delegation of busi- 
nessman for the first Asian 
tour by an Egyptian pre- 
mier in 33 years. 

He was expected to sign 
agreements to promote and 
protect joint investments, 
eliminate' double taxation 
and increase trade, as well 
to promote textile, cement 


and agricultural projects in 
Egypt, the Egyptian news 
agency MENA said. 

In Beijing, he will discuss 
"setting up a free-trade 
zone in China for trading 
Egyptian products in Asia,” 
it said. 

In 1995. Egyptian exports 
to China were worth only 
$12.1 million while imports 
came to $429.6 milli on. 

Egypt exported SI 1.2 
million of goods to 
Malaysia in the same year 
and imported $272.1 mil- 
lion of Malaysian goods in 
return. 

Between January and 
October 1996, Egyptian 
exports to Singapore stood 
at $107.4 million while 
imports from Singapore 
were valued at $102.8 mil- 
lion. 
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WHAT DO Y OU THINK, MARGE? 
I BR0U6HT A BANANA IN CASE 
THEY TEACH US H0U) TO MAKE 
BANANA CREAM PIE TODAY.. 


IjJE DON T / 


HAVE ( 

DON'T? 

COOKING 


CLASSES, 

77/ 

^ SIR., y 

' y 




SUGGESTION TIME, 
MA'AM ..LET'S FORGET 
THE MATH, AND 
CONCENTRATE ON 
BANANA CREAM PIE.. 



YOU RE BECOMING 
INCREASINGLY 
WEIRD, SIR.. 



Andy Capp 



Muti’n’Jeff 
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The Business of Information 


|or Currencies & Cross Rates 


p 12/04/97 18:49 


US Dollar 
Mark 

GB Sterlllng 
CHFrahc 
JP Yen 
. CA Dollar 

IT Lira 

NLGuBder 
FR Franc 


0J8148 1.4598 126.11 

loMs: 03476 .7123 ' 

23840 20430 
:M2W ■ 8837 

04867 1.1566 
'«438S- 1.0441 1.11' 

03817 0.0860 1347.16 
..'#3172. 7830 65.11 

0.1061 25.2081 21.76 


169630 

98435 

2761.03 

118132 

13.45 

1213.83 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
GB St erlling 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebaneses OOO 
Egyptian 


3.7502 

0.3770 

32400 

0.3039 

3.6725 

1540-OQ 

32907 

63969 

0L5324 

5.1412 

04293 

6.1871 

2176.14 

4.7891 

m 

0.1005 

0.97 

00810 

098 

410.64 

09041 

«i|ri 

m 

0.88 

02082 

9.74 • 

408521 

09946 

13303 

12303 

. 

0.0835 

121 

42328 

09315 

1233*4 

12404 

11.98 


12J08 

5087.12 

OASIS 

1.0212 

0.1026 

0.9912 

00828 

- 

41933 

09233 

2>C3S2 

02448 

£3838 

0.1974 

£3847 


.22018 

1.1080 

0.1112 

1.0736 

0.0898 

1.0831 

454.18 
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Energy 

Brent 17.70 1730 

UV. Tfexa 19,43 1930 

Bony 17-70 1730 

Dubai .1833 1835 

UL Gas 189.00 18930 


SARlyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
SH Dinar 
CY Pound 


Mkf-East Currencies 

0.2667 0.4594 0.18388 

03723 036915 0.10735 
33903 5.66893 2.02224 
0J770 437038 1 33026 
1.9482 33548 1.1966 


038953 33.8542 
039777 343866 
430538 415382 
337447 334.784 
2344 248388 


Metal Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


Gold (oZ*s) 346.7 3473 

Sliver (ox’s) 4J3. 4.75 

Platinum (oz's) 388.75 369.75 

AL (3 Month*) 1567 1670 

CU (3 Month*) 2274 2279 

Zinc (3 Months) 1233 1238 

Lead (3 Months 833 637 

N 1(3 Month*) 7345 7275 


USD 536 538 536 636 635 

GBP 6.00 835 836 «39 6.75 

JPY 033 030 039 037 038 

DEM 3.00 336' 336 ] 3.12 3.19 

FRF 330 332 335 331 337 

CHF 1.73 1J9 130; 138 . 1.7S 

ITL 7.13 731 633 830 6.71 


Main Equity Indices 


Nawyorfc 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


DOW JONES 

6391 JB9 

mum 

-148J8 

-227 

mm 

6537.7 

mm, 

6387 

8540.05 

S&P500 

:\7ST&5 ' 

^2069 

-223, 

78824 

73724 

75034 

FT-SE 100 

4270.7 

42JS 

-029 

4338.1 

4789-6 

43132 

NlKkl£225. 

. 17846 JW 

36123 

ror 

17889 

174472 

174852 

GAC40 

2574JS 

-3341 

-128 

261726 

256922 

260727 

DAX 

334025 

-1144 

4L34 

336922 

333621 

335149 




* JOD Cross Rates 


Coffee (cflbs) - >19333 





Cocoa (Sftoh) 
Sugar ($/ton) 
Wheat (5/ton) 
Soya (c/lbs) 
Tea(stg/kg) 
Barley ($/bsh) 
Rice (5/ton) 


0708 

0710 

1.151 j 

1.1568 


DE Mark 

CH Franc j 03841 04885 
FR Franc I 0.1221 0.1227 

03606 03634 
03656 03674 
03168 03189 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Rib donor 
5 Satirist Mort 
9 Funniness 

14 Tableland 

15 Canadian tribe 

16 Winged 

17 At a distance 

18 Horse color 

19 Relative value 

20 Compassionate 
trait 

23 Playground 
equipment 

24 Pacifist 

25 Pigment 


32 Entertain 
36 Ridicule 

39 Melody 

40 Bojangie’s forte 

43 Cosmetic 
ingredient 

44 Opposed 

45 Map collection 

46 Annoy 

48 — leaf cluster 
50 Tennis great 
53 Japanese 
hostess 

58 Seafood item: 
var. 

63 Put forth 

64 Bard's river 

65 Skeppisfs 
concern 

66 Donnybrook 

67 Pick up 

68 Harbinger 

69 — alia 

70 Fast planes 

71 Tear into pieces 


by Samuel K. Fliegner 


DOWN 

1 Gather 

2 Crusoe creator 

3 “ — and sane 
Fourth" 

4 Shopping 
centers 

5 Daft 

6 Venezuelan 
copper center 

7 Found out 

8 Slow, to Mehta 

9 Solidify 
10— Bator 


11 Sailor 

12 Cornelia — 
Skinner 

13 Vintage autos 

21 Netherworld 

22 Madonna role 
26 Harrow rival 

28 Datum 

29 Seed cover 

30 Historic caravel 

31 Labels 

32 Speed letters 

33 Harbor wall 

34 Flying saucers 

35 Proofreaders 
word 

37 — behind the 
ears 

38 Personal; pref. 

41 Severe 

42 In the altogether 
47 Berlin's 

Parade- 

49 Go-betweens 

51 Makes better 

52 Master of rock 


UUgg □□□□ □□□□□' 
QQBQ □□□□ □□BOG 
□□□□ □□□□□ 

QOD QQH 

QDQ mmm 

□□DQ OH'000 

□DOQQQQDOQqqqqq 

QQQQ 

QUID QQQQQQQ nnn 

□□□ Qnn 

sragras 


□□non □□□□ qqos 
nmmmm □□□□ qqdd 
ggggo □□□□ 


® 1M7 Tribune Media Seivicas, Inc. 
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54 Blood of the 
gods 

55 Sticky mud 

56 Refuge 

57 Revise 


58 Trailer 

59 Yoked animals 

60 Sensed 

61 Kind of surgeon 

AHSa 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR MONDAY, 
.APRIL 14. 1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Rigluer Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to, 
April 19) This afternoon; 
be sure to avoid any dis- 
agreements you will later, 
regret. Spend later this 
evening at home in the 
company of your loved: 
ones and you could have a- 
wonderful time just hav-: 
ing pleasant conversa- 
tions. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 201 Your fellow assb-_ 
dates will be very cooper*' 
ative today, however be 
cautious in the handling of; 
any financial or credit, 
matters. Later this evening 
will be a good time for 
you to meet with close 
friends and have fun at 
recreational activities. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) You should not 
become involved in any. 
overly-expensive recre- 
ations today, which could 
put your financial situa- 
tion in a serious condition; 
Make better plans for a 
present project before tty- 
ins to finish it. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Tem- 
pers are apt to be sboit at 
this time, so use diploma- 
cy and tact if friends comic 
to visit. Try to maintain, 
harmony at home with 
your mate and those guest, 
who are invited into it for 
any recreational activities. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You may get littkL 
cooperation from others 
today, so plan co rely upon 
yourself concerning anjH 
career activities. Any vis-* 
its or errands should be 
handled early in the day. 
so that you will have plen- 
ty of time to accomplish 
your duties. 

VIRGO: f August 22 to 
September 22) Get your 
business affairs in better 
order today, however wait 
before taking any definite 
action and thereby avoid 
any difficulties. You will 
be more sure of yourself 
in days ahead for you to 
become successful. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) You can 
achieve a great deal today 
by putting a little enthusi- 
asm into your daily rou- 
tines which will get 
noticed by a bigwig. Take 
it easy later this evening 
and get plenty of rest for 
the days ahead are likely 
to be stressful. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Put your 
faith in those persons who 
have been loyal compan- 
ions in the times before 
and thereby you can 
depend upon their advice: 
Pay special attention to 
the details of your career 
activities and you can be 
successful. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December ' 
21) If you need a favour 
today from a close friend,,- 
this morning would be the, 
ideal time to ask for it:. 
Take it easy and rest up T 
later this evening for there/ 
will be quite a lot of career" 
activities which need your 
attention. 

CAPRICORN: {Decem- 
, ber 22 to January 20) Be 
, sure to handle your bills 
and other credit matters 
today before you attend to 
daily chores. Avoid a 
superior who has an ax to 
grind and you are the per- 
fect person who he or she~ 
wants to make an example- 
at this time. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February J9) You have- 
many good ideas today 
concerning how to get, 
ahead, so investigate care-- 
fully and follow through 
with the best of them:' 
Later this evening will b£‘ 
good for you ” to get; 
logetlier with dose friends' 
and have a fun time, £ 
PISCES: (February 20 .to? 
March 20) Be more coopi 
erative than usual today 1 
with a fellow business-; 
associate and you can" 
both make rapid progress* 
be sure to drive very care-. 
fully while on the higfr" 
wav and thereby avoid; 
any difficulties to occur. . 


Birthstone of April: Dia^ 
mond — Amethvs - '.J. 
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Another five years seen 
needed for recovery of traders 
in electrical appliances 


** ALTHOUGH THE association of traders in electri- 
cal appliances has succeeded over the past two vears to 
arrive at settlements for the losses of many merchants, 
trading sources expect the recovery from such losses to 
take many years. The sources said that following resched- 
uling arrangements and amicable settlements between the 
troubled merchants and the banks, it might take more 
than five years for the sector of electrical appliances to 
recover. 

The sector has been hit during the past five years by 
what was described as the "burnt market." This market 
was based on acquiring electrical appliances on instal- 
ments and selling tbem immediately at sharply reduced 
prices to raise badlv-needed cash. As such, debts estimat- 
ed at about JD20 million have accumulated. 

Settlements have also been reached between the mer- 
chants and traders themselves and also between them and 
the industrialists. However, the association is still medi- 
ating to resolve the problems and settle the financial 
obligations estimated at between JD5 million to JD10 
million of some merchants who were badly hit by giving 
them an extra grace period in view of the current eco^ 
nomic slowdown especially in the sector of electrical 
appliances. 

Noting that a meeting was held Wednesday at the 
premises of the Association of Banks in Jordan 10 discuss 
the remaining debts and a new grace period for the 
traders to repay their credits to the banks, the association 
chairman. Darwish Khali li. said many other meetings 
will be also held at a later stage with other economic sec- 
tors to reschedule their debLs. 

Dr. Khalili said that many traders managed to leave the 
country despite their large debts but the association has 
been capable of bringing many of them back either 
through Interpol or through amicable means. He indicat- 
ed that many merchants have went bankrupt by engaging 
in such activity but it is up to the courts to make decisions 
regarding the cases (Al Ra’ij. 


Large medical company 
reportedly under establishment 

** WORK IS underway on setting up a Jordanian com- 
f pany to be known as The .Arab International Medical 
| Investment Group with a JD50 million capital. The aim 
of the company will be to establish, own. manage and 
operate all types of hospitals and medical products. 

The company has already secured an approval from the 
minister of health to build four hospitals at Amman, Irbid, 
Zaraa and Aqaba at a total cost of about JD35 million. 
Doctors, pharmacists, engineers and other investors from 
Jordan and other Arab Gulf businessmen are expected to 
be the main shareholders of the company tAl Dustour). 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“Those anti-aging herbs and hormones 
don’t make you seem any younger, 
just more immature.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

, s by Kanrl Arnold and Mflca Arglrtoo 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one leser to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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/ s 

s. J 



Ienm 

IURB 


□ 

c 

□ 

□ 



WHAT THE ORCHES- 
TRA CONeiPgRRP 
[THE GUttT PIANIST 


SYPEDE 


L_ 


^"5 

- l 


Now arrange die circled lettais 10 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the abwe cartoon. 


Answer here : A 


Yteierday's 


-- A 


TT tnni] 

(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: SMOKY MOUTH ENTITY AMOEBA 
Answer: Whai Ihe crook got when he stole the chair - 
THE “HO T SEAT 




Jv*** stiifpi 


Pizza Grande 

Restaurant ft Coffee Shop 


_ STUFFED PIZZA 
^ in Tom (Chicago Style) 
C PAN PIZZA 
^ (Thin or Thick Crust) 


rar Kalian Beef Sandwiches, ^ 
1 "^Hamburger, Fried Chlckenjg 
I Shishkabab . 


r- . . (joar/net 

r] -y -. sfulI/r L eija - 

Tree DELIVERY 

dime in 

L TAKE AWAY 


r f » 

We Hond To The Second Flow Ala^J“^Jbala 
Tel. 68B 471 Ext. 32 


Arab states launch rescue bid for Gulf Air 


DOHA (AFP) — Four 
Arab Gulf governments 
who own Gulf .Air have 
decided to extend the ail- 
ing airline an interest- 
free loan in order to stave 
off bankruptcy, the com- 
pany’s president said 
Sunday. 

The * governments of 
Bahrain, Qatar. Oman 
and the emirate of Abu 
Dhabi “will work togeth- 
er in the next few days to 
decide on the amount of 
the loan and each of their 
contributions,” said 
Sheikh Ahmad Ben 
Nasser Al Thani. 

Sheikh Ahmad, also 
Qatar’s communications 
and transport minister, 
was speaking to reporters 
after a Guff Air board 


meeting which went on 
from Saturday until the 
early hours of Sunday. 

He acknowledged the 
company was in “a diffi- 
cult financial situation.” 
but said its deficit had 
shrunk from S50 million 
in 1995 to S20 million 
last year and was expect- 
ed to fall further to S12 
million in 1997. 

“The results achieved 
by the new manageraent- 
has encouraged the com- 
pany’s owners to contin- 
ue their support.” he said. 

Oman's Communica- 
tions Minister Salem Ben 
Abdallah Al Ghazali said 
Saturday as he arrived 
here for the board meet- 
ing that Gulf Air would 
be “declared bankrupt if 


the owners do not take 
radical steps to save it” 
To reduce its operating 
losses and relieve its deBi 
burden. Gulf Air decided 
in January to sell six 
Boeing 7*67s, reducing 
its fleet from 38 to 3 2 
aircraft, and to jettison its 
unprofitable routes. 

hconomic experts esti- 
mate Gulf Air's accumu- 
lated losses at around 
SI 80 million and its debt 
caused by buying equip- 
ment and aircraft in the 
19S0s at S2.3 billion. 
Gulf Air, which is 

based in Bahrain, put a 
lot of money in bunding 
up long-haul flights but 
the emergence of new 
companies in the region 
such as Emirates. Oman 


.Air and Qatar Airways 
took away customers and 
prevented it from enjoy- 
ing the fruits of its 
investment. 

Gulf .Air appealed in 
vain to its owners in Jan- 
uary to bump up its capi- 
tal ‘from 150 million 
Bahraini dinars ($398 
million I to 250 million 
dinars (S663 million i. 

- According to economic 
sources, "Qatar and 
Oman, which have their 
own companies, were 
reluctant to inject extra 
funds. 

Qatar, Oman. Bahrain 
and Abu Dhabi, which is 
part of the United Arab 
Emirates, each have a 25 
per cent stake in the 
company. 


7 Z NAKC X AX. KJIRXXT 
HOUSING BAMX UUIIIH AMXftM - SKMZISABX 
THiPBOKii wnm / wm?* 

ORCAMISZD KMtKKT SHAR2 PRICK LIST FOR SUWTJAX 13/04/199? 


PAST 12 MONTHS 

hi da T3T 


COKPANY-5 KAKZ 


P / X 


OIV. 


MO. 

or 

TRAMS. 


no. or 

SHARES 


VALUE 

TRADES 

J3 



269.000 213.000 ARAB RAMA 11.8 1.56 4 140 35B4C 2S6.50 

2.130 1.790 -TOR. RATI ORAL HR. E 0.00 5 1956 3521 1.80 

5.500 4.250 CAIRO AXKAN BAMX 8.9 3.49 1 ISO 64S 4.51 

3.600 2.760 HAKE Or JORDAfi 10.5 0.00 24 218430 63781S 2.92 

1.210 .880 HID. EAST 1IT7.BX. 65.0 0.00 2 550 545 1.00 

2.610 2.120 INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. 5.3 6.05 3 8691 19991 2.30 

5.100 4.250 THE BOOSIMG BE. 13.0 2.84 13 2214 10728 4.82 

2.950 2.440 JOR. KUWAIT SAKE 19.4 0.00 5 1210 3241 2.6b 

1.090 . 810 JOR.OULT BAMX 4.8 8.64 17 11220 9035 .81 

4.120 3.480 JOR.1SLAHIC SAKE 18.1 0.00 4 1010 2798 3.77 

2.850 1.040 BKrr.AL-KAL (SXITKA) .7 13.76 3 550 592 1.04 

5.150 4.450 ARAB BAMKIMC CO. 25.8 0.00 7 54129 270104 4.99 

1.440 1.000 PHXLADKL. IMV.BX. q 0.00 2 750 825 1.14 


256.00 

1.80 

4.30 

2.92 

.99 

2.39 

4.86 

2.68 

.81 

3.76 

1.09 
4.99 

1.10 


.50- 

.21- 

.01- 

.04- 

.03* 

■Ol- 

.05- 


BASX SECTOR TOTALS. 


INDEX* 193.68 'CHOi -0.09 


90 


301000 


996677 


2.230 1.850 ARAB LIRE XMSOB. 


2050 0 


2. OS 


2.05 


ZESCRAMCZ SECTOR TOTALS 


XMDEXi 118.17 


10000 


20500 


1.830 1.450 JOR. ELECTRIC PUR. 11.6 

9.250 7. BOD JOR.BOTK. TOURISM 21.5 

7.500 6.000 VBCLS. OfflZRS RED. 8.1 

1.540 . 930 MAIL. PORTFOLIO q 

1.050 .820 REAL ESTATE ZKV. 22.3 

.950 .500 JORDAN I5TL.TRAD. 24.6 

2.200 1.200 KZD. EAST HOTELS 52.6 

3.720 2.990 ARAB ZRTL.ZNV.DOC. 12.1 

2.230 1.650 DEIFIED CO. 8.0 

1.200 .7ia ana* LANS DEV. E 


7.19 

1.38 

4.76 

0.00 

6.74 

0.00 

0.00 

6.S6 

6.51 

0.00 
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2 

1 

20 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 


13442 

382 

100 

9850 

700 

100 

750 

ioa 

1200 

200 


22391 

3056 

735 

10327 

618 

48 

915 

33S 

2026 

142 


1.6C 
8.00 
7. SO 
1.02 
.87 
.50 
1.21 
3.05 
1.69 
.71 


1.67 

8.00 

7.35 

1.03 

.89 

.48 

1.22 

3.05 

1.69 

.71 


.01- 

.15- 

.01- 

.02- 

.02- 

.01- 


RXVZCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX l 104.20 *CSSi -0.22 


26524 


40565 


3.730 3.060 JOB. CZMEST TACT. 20.1 2.85 10 3021 3576 3.51 3.51 - 

6.100 4.950 ARAB POTASH CO. 18.0 3.36 1 500 297 5 6.01 5. 95 . 06- 

1.590 1.150 MOOLTN INDUSTRIES 57. 7 0.00 1 159 295 1.30 1.30 

3.260 1.650 INDUSTRIAL COKK.RGR. 30.1 0.00 3 415 929 2.24 2.24 

4.100 3.040 ARAB PHAJOl. KANT. 20.0 5.48 12 1439 5251 3.65 3.65 - 

2.320 1.490 JOR. PIPES KANFCT. 8.3 8.00 2 1500 2250 1.49 1.50 .01- 

6.050 4.250 OAR ALDARA DV.XKV. 13.1 4.19 1 100 477 4.76 4.77 .01* 

.960 . 450 LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 11.8 0.00 24 38028 21095 . 54 . 56 . 02* 

1.400 1.040 ARAB PAPER COBV.TRD. 11.0 6-39 1 250 270 1.08 1.08 

1.520 1.010 NATIONAL STEEL IND. g 0.00 1 100 106 1.01 1.06 .05- 

1.020 .540 NATIONAL IKDS. 8.9.. 10.00 10 9000 5428 . 60 . 60 - 

1.540 .730 ZNTERKED.PBTRO.CBEK. 0 0.00 33 24500 19084 .77 .78 .01* 

1.150 . 630 JGA. ROCXMOOL ZNDS. P 0.00 3 1000 660 . 66 . 66 

3.730 2.130 KAXL. CABLE WZRK.KFAC 15.2 0.00 3 2000 5000 2.50 2. SO - 

1.170 .570 JOR. SDLPBO-CSZK 9 0.00 SO 33950 25916 .75 .78 .03- 

1.670 1.120 ARAB PEARM.CSEH. 26.4 0.00 6 900 1269 1.40 1.41 .01- 

2.740 1.420 t»TV. MOSH.ZXDS. 4.6 13.25 6 1050 1593 1.53 1.51 .02- 

1.820 1— 140 JOR. IKDS. RESOURCES 16.4 8.20 14 4150 5011 1.18 1.22 .04* 

1.270 . 840 JCR. MEN CABLE CO. 23.9 0.00 46 36100 31917 .89 .88 .01- 

2.400 1.750 SL -EAT READY WEAR P 0.00 6 4345 7795 1.64 1.7B .06- 

1.360 1.080 IHTL. TOBACCO 27.5 0.00 1 100 117 1.16 1.17 .01* 

1.470 .900 ONION CH. C VEC. 29.5 0.00 13 7700 7121 .91 .93 .02- 


INDUSTJUAL SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX r 116.02 *CHQi -0.38 


168309 


140066 


GRAND TOTAL 


XNDEZi 152.15 >CBC: -0.19 


393 


506133 


PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUKDAT 


1205808 

13/04/1997 


.690 .370 CENTRAL CEN. STORAGE 16.0 

.790 .440 JOR. TRADE FAC. 12.3 

.850 .670 ONION IfJV. 50* 65.1 

.840 .370 ARAB FIN. INVEST. q 

ft .950 .740 AL-SHARQ XNV. 75* E 

R .950 .620 AL-DAHLIYAB 75* 14.5 

.640 .200 JOR. INDS. BATCH- JEKCO g 

.740 .510 ARAB FOOD 6 MED. E 

.690 .430 ARAB IHTL. IMV.TRD . g 

.850 .400 NATL.MDLT.EBG.RAMXOO E 

.660 .430 KAXZAK DIES 6 MOULDS S 

.980 .720 JORDAN STEEL B 

.700 .430 ARAB ELECT. INDS. P 

V 1.330 .900 CHIOS TOBACCO 75* E 

.770 .550 BAIT PHARH- 65* E 

.660 .390 ZNDS. ERC. 25.3 

.960 .760 IHDS. CERAMIC E 

.760 .580 PEARL SAB. P. COHV. E 

.820 .590 NATL. POULTRY E 

.870 .530 KZD. EAST COMPLEE 9.3 


0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 
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19650 

6600 

3729 
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19900 


3160 

4945 
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1397 
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288 
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84634 

583 

15922 

1530 

3743 

5308 

2727 

2909 

155 

3415 

15666 
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.42 
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.62 
.23 
.57 
.44 
.53 
.56 
.76 
.51 
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.62 
.42 
.78 
.61 
.62 
.79 


.40 

.46 

.68 

.44 

.82 

.64 

.23 

.60 

.45 

.56 

.56 

.76 

.51 

.89 

.62 

.41 

.78 

.62 

.65 

.79 
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01* 

03- 
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Tabaa calls on 
Arabs to halt 
trade, business 
ties with Israel 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Specie: a* .'W jL'hi::.: Tin;rs 

AMMAN — Hamdi TabiM. 
chairman of the .Arab Bu.ii- 
nes>irten A»i>ei.ition 
(ABA). Sunda\ called on 
the members of the associa- 
tion and Arab governments 
to pet an end to trading 
with Israel and close Arab 
markets to Israeli maje 
product*. 

"The current Israeli gov- 
ernment has proved that i> 
tacks credibility and that 
Israeli leaders are not true 
peace partners." Mr. Tabaa 
said in a telephone inter- 
view. 

Mr. Tabaa's comments 
were the harshest com- 
ments b> a Jordanian pri- 
vate sector official since 
Jordan v.gned -a peace 
tnratv with Israel m Octo- 
ber Idd-i. 

"It they want us to do 
business with them they 
have to produce a certifi- 
cate of good conduct in 
terms of respecting the 
agreements they signed." 
added Mr. Tabaa who is 
also head of Jordan's Busi- 
nessmen Association. 

Mr. Tabaa said that Israeli 
present settlement building 
policy and confiscation of 
Palestinian lands in the 
West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip prompted the ABA 
move. 

Mr. Tana's call came fol- 
lowing a similar call by 
Egyptian businessmen call 
to” stop mule with Israel. 

The right wing Israeli 
government decision to 
build 6.500 housing units 
for Jews in Arab East 
Jerusalem has sparked 
uproar among Arab coun- 
tries and drew worldwide 
condemnation. 

The Israeli step led to 
stagnation in the peace 


talks between Israel and the 
Palestinians and triggered 
confrontation between the 
two sides. 

Last month, the Arab 
League called upon its 22- 
members to stop normalisa- 
tion with the Jewish Mate 
and freeze ties wirh Israel. 

"What happens in 
Jerusalem and the continu- 
ous Israeli settlement poli- 
cies and ihe disrespect to 
agreement"; signed with 
JorJan and Palestinians arc 
a clear ct ijence that such 
an entity i Israeli is not a 
peace partner." an angered 
Tabaa. who is known of his 
calmness and diplomatic 
tone. said. 

"We lived 5t> years with* 
nut Israeli products and uo 
can live w ithom it." the h2- 
year-old businessman ^uid. 

He added that Israeli 
measures have caused 
instability in the region and 
led to hesitation among for- 
eign investors to come and 
invest in Jnidan." Mr. 
Tabaa added. 

He accused Israel of 
blocking the How of Jor- 
danian produels to the 
Palestinian market. 

■‘Israel wants to monopo- 
lise the Palestinian market 
and doesn’t want any oilier 
party to compete with it." 
he added. 

Official figures indicate 
that Jordan has imported S 
19 million worth of goods 
in 1996 from the Palestini- 
ans compared to S5 million 
worth of exports to Gaza 
and the West Bank in the 
same period. 

Jordanian-Palcstinian 
trade agreement stipulated 
$200 million of goods to be 
traded between the King- 
dom and the Palestinian- 
controlled areas in Gaza 
and the West Bank. 


Qatar doubles capacity 
of fertiliser company 


DOHA i 1 a/p i — The Qatar 
Fenilizer Co. (QAFCOi 
has almost doubled its 
capacity with a S540 mil- 
lion expansion . Energy and 
Industry Minister Hamad 
Ibn Abdallah Ai Alfiya said. 

Ammonia capacity has 
been boosted by 1 .500 
tonnes a day and urea by 
2.000 tonnes a day. he said 
at the opening of the new 
fucilitv. a project known as 
QAFCO-3. 

"The production capacity 
of the two existing plants, 
built in 1973 and 1979. has 
therefore doubled." the 


minister added, quoted by 
the new s agency QNA. 

The new facilities boost- 
ed QAFCO’s overall capac- 
ity lo 7.300 tonnes a day — 
3.300 tonnes a day of 
ammonia and 4.000 tonnes 
a day of urea. 

The Umm Said facilities 
on the east coast were built 
by the German firm Uhdc. 
The stale-run Qatar Gener- 
al Petroleum Corp. owns a 
70 per cent equity stake in 
QAFCO. and Norway’s 
Norskc Hydro controls the 
rest. 


J ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace^ 


DAJANl 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Holei Shops 
filh Circle: Amrnan 
Also 'in Brazil 


r 



Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

’ We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
^unfurnished for rent. 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* . Free enlargement 
20X30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grlndlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweiffeh Tel: 823891 



Quality Serviced Suites 

■ One & Twq Bedrooms * FnEy 
| JkjnfppedKitchcncnej "Daily & 
L out Stay " Rfiitoaibfe Raids 


Sih Circle 

Tel Mltnz Lax 674551 


w~ 

tfcwri ricra.- 


INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 


-SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

. FITNESS ftOOM 

^TEWISA SQUASH 5 
. COURTS 


TEL: 758180' 
Radio fr TV Station Rd. 





DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS - 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL. 

REAL ESTATE 


Tel.: 699369 



REAL ESTATE 


E 

FOR j 

| 

RE1NT 

h 

1 \c \ i ! iris 
t 

Apprttimrnts 

1 

ih Amman 

II. I T 15 8 

Tel . 864230 
IFax. 864231 1 



Our ataaia an, 
from Mft ffnaaf 
(/BOB choice. 


SmwtanJ abw* cWB HwM, 

Tal. 079-37971 


For Res 0129$? - BUI .If 

Mecca Si D.injid (Votri. 


w; « fxsw; :-w«vx »: 

i| FOR YOUR §p 
Liftj^rtlsement 

^Jordan 
Times 


m Call tel: a 



667171 ext. 223 
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Group 3 World Cup qualifiers 

Jordan targets win 
against Bahrain today 


By AJeen Banna van 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

JORDAN PLAYS hosts Bahrain Monday concluding the 
last match of Group 3 first round/first leg Asian World Cup 
qualifiers currently underway in Manama. Bahrain. 

Winning the match is crucial for the Kingdom’s team to 
stay in contention for the only qualifying berth from Group 
J. 

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) currently lead the three- 
team group after defeating Bahrain 2-1. 

The second leg of the qualifiers start in Shaijah. UAE. 
April 19 with only the group winner qualifying to the sec- 
ond round. 

The UAE will be hoping that both teams draw to stay atop 
the standings with 4 points. Jordan needs to win to draw 
with the UAE in overall points going into the second leg 
while defeat for Bahrain would end their qualify ing chances 
altogether. 

Jordan held the UAE to a goalless draw with in the open- 
ing match of the qualifiers, a result that was regarded as a 
good showing for the Kingdom’s team facing the 1990 
World Cup qualifier and currendy Asia’s second ranked 
team. 

This is the fourth time Jordan plays in World Cup quali- 
fying matches after taking part in first round qualifiers for 
Mexico 96. Italy 90. and USA 94. 

Jordan's record in eight friendly internationals in prepara- 
tion for the qualifiers included three defeats, three goalless 
draws and two wins, both over Oman. 

The Kingdom's team played two matches against 
Lebanon losing 1-0 and drawing 0-0. 

Jordan twice lost 1-0 to the Iraqi team while both match- 
es against Syria ended in goalless draws. 

The Kingdom's only wins were 2-0 and 4-1 in Muscat. 

Thirty-six Asian countries are contesting the first round 
World Cup qualifiers and have been divided into ten 
groups. Some groups have already begun their qualifiers. 

Group 1: Saudi Arabia. Malaysia, Bangladesh and 
Taiwan. 

Group 2: Iran. Syria, Maldives. Kyrgyzstan. 

Group 3: United Arab Emirates. Jordan. Bahrain. 

Group 4: Japan, Oman, Nepal. Macao. 

Group 5: Uzbekistan. Indonesia. Yemen. Cambodia. 


Group 6: South Korea. Thailand. Hong Kong. 

Group 7: Kuwait, Lebanon. Singapore. 

Group S: China. Turkmenistan, Vietnam, Tajikstan. 

Group 9: Iraq. Pakistan, Kazakhstan. 

Group 10: Qatar. India. Sri Lanka, Philippines. 

The 10 groups winners will qualify for the second round 
where the teams will be divided into two groups . 

The first two from each group will then contest the Asian 

finals . 

The first three qualify directly for the 1998 World Cup in 
France while the winner of a play-off between the fourth 
team and the Oceania Zone winner will also qualify. 

Jordan's 31 -member delegation includes nine officials 
including referee Dahham Eqeidat, team manager AbuJiarif 
Abdul Majid, coaches Mohammad Awad and Adnan 
Masud. goalkeepers’ coach Basem Tayyem. and physio- 
therapist Hussein Atallah. 

The Kingdom’s lineup includes Mu’taz Risheh. Yousef 
Araraouri. Mohannad Mahadin, Axnjad Taher. Hussein 
Shanaineh, Faisal rbrahim, Subhi Suleiman. Jamal Abu 
Abed, Adnan Awad, Nart Yadaj, Jiryes Tadros and Badran 
Shaqran. Ahmad Abu Nasouh, Mohammad Abu Daoud, 
Mohammad Khaz'ali. Abdallah Abu Zame’h. Isara 
Mahmoud, Munir Abu Han lash, Bass am A1 Kharib, Ahmad 
Khalil. Ja’far Hammad and Hassouneh Sheikh. 


JTV coyeragejof Group 3 matches 


First leg in Bahrain 

Bahrain — Jordan 

April 14 

5:15 p.m. 

Second leg in Sharjah 

Bahrain — Jordan 

April 19 

5:00 p.m. 

UAE — Bahrain 

April 22 

5:00 p.m. 

UAE — Jordan 

April 26 

5:00 p.m. 

GROUP 3 STANDINGS 


Team W L 

D GF 

GA pi 

UAE 1 

1 2 

1 4 

Jordan - 

J 

1 

Bahrain - 1 

I 

2 1 
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Becker to make comeback 
attempt at Japan Open, 


TOKYO fAFP) — Three- 
time Wimbledon champion 
Boris Becker will make a 
comeback attempt after a 
wrist injury by spearhead- 
ing the Japan Open tennis 
tournament with Richard 
Krajicek starting here 
Monday. 

It will be the first tourna- 
ment for the 29-year-old 
German star after he aban- 
doned a quarter-final match 
at Dubai in February with a 
recurrence of the injury to 
his right hitting arm. 

Becker first picked up the 
i nj u ry at Wi mbledon last 
year. His pain returned at 
the Australian Open, where 
he foiled to defend the title 
in the first round. 

“The wrist is fine." said 
second-seeded Becker 
Sunday after a practice 
match on the Ariake 
Coliseum centre court. 

Becker and the other top 
seven seeds will receive 
first-round byes before 
making their appearances, 
vvinc for the first prize of 
SI 54.000. 

The German will take on 
either Stephane Simian of 
France or Sebastien Lareau 
of Canada in the second 
round. 

Also in the bottom half of 
the draw with Becker are 
Barcelona Olympic gold 
medallist Marc Rosset of 
Switzerland, third seed. 
Thomas Johansson of 
Sweden, fifth seed, and 
Martin Damm of the Czech 
Republic, seventh seed. 

Krajicek. current 

Wimbledon champion from 
the Netherlands, seeks to 
restore his pride after a sec- 
ond-round defeat in India. 
He will take on the winner 
between Andrei Pavel of 
Romania and Neville 
Godwin of South Africa. 

He was drawn .with 
eighth-seeded David 


Boris Becker 

Prinosil of Germany, and 
Leander Paes, India's only 
medallist at the Atlanta 
Olympics. 


Australia's 
Woodbridge. 
and Patrick 


fourth 

Rafter. 


Todd 

seed. 

sixth 


seed, are also in the top half 
of the draw with him. 


To the disappointment of 
the fans. World No. 1 and 
defending champion Pete 
Sampras withdrew'. The 
American suffered a wrist 
injury at key Biscayne. 

Thomas Enqvist withdrew 
following Nausea at the 
Indian Open Thursday, 
while Magdalena Maleeva 


of Bulgaria pulled out with 
a fracture of her left wrist 
The women’s event is led 
by two-time Olympic dou- 
bles champion Mary Joe 
Fernandez, whose major 
threats come from fellow 
Americans Kimberly Po 
and Amy Frazier, and 
Japan’s No. 1 Ai Sugiyama. 


Iverson 
scores 50 
but Sixers 
lose to 
Cleveland 


CLEVELAND 00 — Allen 
Iverson scored 50 points, 
broke a record set by Wilt 
Chamberlain and declared 
himself rookie of the year, 
but his Philadelphia 76ers 
still lost 125-118 to the 
Cleveland Cavaliers on 
Saturday. 

The usually low-scoring 
Cavaliers bettered 30 points 
in all but the third, quarter to 
move into a tie with 
Washington for the final 
playoff Berth in the Eastern 
Conference. 

Iverson scored at least 40 
points for the fourth consec- 
utive game, breaking the 
mark set by the legendary 
Chamberlain in the 1959-60 
season, and joined Michael 
Jordan as the only players to 
score 50 points in a game 
this season. 

“When I looked up and 
saw 1 had a chance to get 50 
points, my teammates want- 
ed me to get it and they did 
a great job of getting me the 
baU,’’ Iverson said. 

Iverson shot 1 7-of-32 
from the field, including 5- 
of-9 from three-point range 
and added 11 free throws, 
becoming the first rookie to 
score 50 points since Elvin 
Hayes had 54 for the San 
Diego Rockets in 1968. 

“I think 1 am the rookie of 
the year," Iverson said. 
“The rookie award belongs 
to me. There was some 
doubt, so I stepped things 
up a little bit." 

Chris Mills scored 25 
points and Terrell Brandon 
added 22 for the Cavs. who 
opened a 20-point first-half 
lead and withstood a 39- 
point second half by 
Tversool •*' ;/ ■ • 

In Orlando; < Gerald 
Wilkins scored 22 points' 
and Rony Seikaly had 21 
points and 19 rebounds as 
the Magic clinched a play- 
off Berth with a 121-98 vic- 
tory over the Boston 
Celtics. 

Horace Grant added 21 
points for the Magic, who 
hold the seventh playoff 
spot in the East and can fin- 
ish no higher. 

Antoine Walker scored 25 
for the Celtics, who have 
lost 1 1 of their last 1 2 and 
fell to 0-23 against Atlantic 
Division foes. A loss at 
Philadelphia next Friday 
would make the once proud 
Celtics the first NBA team 
ever to go winless in its 
division. 

At Minnesota, Steve 
Smith scored 25 points and 
the Hawks limited the 
Minnesota Timberwolves to 
a franchise-low 66 points in 
a 80-66 victory that kept 
Atlanta tied for third place 
in the east with the New 
York Knicks. 

Kevin Garnett had 21 
points and 15 rebounds and 
Tom Gugliotta added 15 
points ~ for the 
Timberwolves, whose 
scored four fewer points 
than their previous low but 
remained in sixth place in 
the West, half a game in 
front of Phoenix. 

In Miami. Patrick Ewing 
had 25 points and 10 
rebounds and teamed with 
Allan Houston to fuel a big 
third quarter as the New 
York Knicks edged the Heat 
100-99, ending Miami’s 
six-game winning streak. 

Ewing, who thoroughly 
outplayed Miami centre 
Alonzo Mourning, scored 
nine points and Houston 10 
in the third quarter, when 
the Knicks outscored the 
heat 30-20 to take a 75-66 
lead into the final quarter. 
Tim Hardaway scored 28 


Indiana Pacers’ guard Reggie Miller (LI drives to the hoop for two points over 
Toronto Raptors’ guard Shawn Respert during first half NBA action in Toronto. 
Indiana defeated Toronto 100-89 (Renters photo ) 



NBA STANDINGS j 

Y-f";" •• 'EASTERN CONFERENCE 
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-■ Atlantic Division 

. 

W L Ptt Gb 

Y-Miami 

59 19 .756 - 

X-NewYork 

54 24 .692 5 

X-Qrlando 

44 34 X564 15 

Washington 

40 38 .513 19 

New Jersey 

24 53 .312 34 1/2 

Philadelphia 

21 57 269 38 

Boston 

14 65 .177 45 1/2 


Central Division 


W L Pet Gb 

YZ-Chicago 

68 10 .872 - 

X- Atlanta 

54 24 .692 14 

X-Charlotte 

52 26 .667 16 

X-Detroit 

51 26 .662 16 1/2 

Cleveland 

40 38 .513 28 

Indiana 

38 40 .487 30 

Milwaukee 

30 47 .390 37 1/2 

Toronto 

28 50 .359 40 

WESTERN CONFERENCE I 


Midwest Division 


W L Pet Gb 

YZ-Utah 

60 17 ,779 - 

X-Houston 

53 25 .679 71/2 

X- Minnesota 

38 40 .487 22 1/2 

Dallas 23 55 

.295 37 1/2 

Denver 

20 58 .256 40 1/2 

San Antonio 

20 58 .256 40 1/2 

Vancouver 

13 67 .163 48 1/2 


Pacific Division 

- 

W L Pet Gb 

X-Seartle 

54 24 .692 - 

X-LA Lakers 

53 . 25 .679 1 

X-Portland 

46 33 .582 81/2 

X-Phoenix 

38 40 .487 16 

LA Clippers 

35 43 .449 19 

Sacramento 

32 46 .410 22 

Golden State 

29 49 .372 25 

X — Clinched Playoff Berth 
i ' — Clinched Division Title 
Z — Clinched Conference Tide 


added 24 for Miami. 

In San Antonio, Shawn 
Kemp had 23 points and 1 2 
rebounds and led a late rally 
as the Seattle Supersonics 
held the Spurs to two points 
over the final four minurp$ 
for a 96-91 victory. 


Gary Payton had 2 1 
points. 1 1 rebounds and 
eight assists for the Sonics, 
who blew an 18-point third- 
quarter lead but recovered 
for their fourth win in five 
games to open a one-game 
lead over the second-place 
Lakers in the Pacific 


Division. 

In Toronto. Rik Smits 
scored 23 points and had 
key consecutive baskets a 
crunch time as the Indiana 
Pacers kept their playoff 
hopes alive with a 100-89 
win over the Raptors. 

Reggie Miller added 21 
for Indiana, which broke 
open a close game with a 
12-0 run at the outset of the 
second half. 

The Pacers are two games 
behind Washington and 
Cleveland in the" battle far 
the Final playoff spot in the 
East. 

In Charlotte. Ricky Pierce 
sank a three-pointer with six 
seconds left as the Hornets 
extended their season-high 
winning streak to seven 
games by bearing the 
Washington Bullets 99-97. 

Vlade" Divac had 21 points 
and nine rebounds and 
pierce finished with 21$. 
points as Charlotte moved 
one-half game ahead of idle 
Detroit for fifth place in the 
Eastern conference. 

In Los Angeles. Rodney 
Rogers scored 26 points and 
Lorenzen Wright had 23 
and 14 rebounds as the 
Clippers beat the Denver 
Nuggets 116-94 to inch 
closer to a playoff spot. 

Rogers was 5-of-5 from 
three-point range and Malik 
Sealy chipped in 19 points 
for die Clippers, who with 
their next win can clinch 
only iheir third playoff 
Berth since the franchise 
moved west from Buffalo in 
1978. 

In Dallas. Shareef Abdur- 
Rahim scored 30 points and 
grabbed a career-high 12$. . 
rebounds as the Vancouver 
Grizzlies snapped a nine- 
game losing streak and 
made sure to avoid a 70-loss 
season by bearing the 
Mavericks 96-85. 

Robert Pack scored 22 
points raid Shawn Bradley 
added 20 and 13 rebounds 
for Dallas, loser of 13 of its 
last 14 games. 


CINEMA 

V PHlLHDElPHIfl “1” 

Billy Zane & 

Kristy Swanson ... in 

THE PHANTOM 


TEL634144 s' CINEMA 


X 


’EL:6341 44 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PH I LRDELPH 1 R “2” 


Hugh Grant & 
Julianne Moore in 

NINE MONTHS 


V 


CINEMA 


TEL699238 

PLHZfl 


Mel Gibson .... in 


RANSOM 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:30 Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 


t 


CONCORD “1" 

MADONNA & 

ANTONIO BANDERAS.. .IN 
EVITA (new print) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10-30 

SPACE JAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


Nabii & Hisham’s Theatre. 

TEL: 625155 


The play is currently being 
perfonned in Qatar 
We will be back during 
AI Adha Holiday 
For reservations call 625155 
: - 1 
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Colorado Rockies’ runner Eric Yonng (21) steals third base during the first inning 
■ — '■*•-*- ** against Montreal Expos third baseman Shane Andrews in Denver. Yo ung scored the 

i game’s first run on teammate Andres Galarraga’s two-RBI single (Reuters photo) 






Mariners win on Red 
Sox miscues in 10th 


tc v - 


or J\m puuii 

:niiiin in T< 


■ *i •»!»:• «. K:i 

; | Ml ill' i 
i' iii’ . 

I mic .<■ Ik', 
iij'l llivi: - 
ill’., Willi. 

. i K'.ipr.v 

ir Milk' * 

lull.:, uk: 

. I,‘V t .lie 

■I .ll 'L 1 *”ii ■■ 
Ini; 

.i. i ;.u i" 
W.i -IiiiiJ 1 ' 
in I m ilii- h' 

I |-l ■> 

,n i- >ii. . K'A; 

||IV % ’. (ta illlU< ~ 

i/i: .i- >Ik ' 
,1 ilk'll ■i’. 1 ' 
Ill'.li 11 
IV.lH:- 
1 I'lllk' “ 


BOSTON (R) — Pinch-run- 
ner Rich Amaral scored 
from second on pitcher Jim 
Corsi ’s throwing error to 
spark a four-run ] 0th inning 
as the Seattle Mariners beat 
the Boston Red Sox 5-1 on 
Saturday, a day in which 
five of the seven scheduled 
American League games 
were rained out. 

Jeff Fassero allowed just 
two hits over nine innings 
for Seattle in a game which 
was a pitcher's duel most of 
the way. 

Fassero (2-0) gave up just 
two walks and struck out six 
over nine innings. He 
retired 21 consecutive bat- 
ters before Rudy 
Pemberton's one-out double 
in the eighth. 

Fassero gave up Boston’s 
lone run way back in the 
first inning when John 
Valentin drew one of 
Fassero’s two walks, moved 
to third on a Mo Vaughn 
single and scored on Mike 
Stanley’s sacrifice fly. 

Seattle tied it in the third 


off starter John Wasdin, 
who allowed one run and 
three hits over seven 
innings. Russ Davis led off 
with a double and scored on 
Alex Rodriguez's double. 

The score stayed 1-1 until 
the 10th. 

Dan Wilson led off the- 
1 0th with a double. Amaral 
pinch ran for Wilson and 
scored when Corsi threw 
wildly to third on Davis's 
sacrifice attempt. 

“ The bunt came back to 
me, I got off the mound 
quick, 1 just made a bad 
throw," Corsi said. “ It’s a 
shame ... It was just one 
play." 

Davis later scored on a 
Rodriguez single and with 
the bases loaded reliever Pat 
Mahomes hit Ken Griffey, 
forcing home another run. 
Edgar Martinez’s sacrifice 
fly made it 5-1. 

In Kansas City, Pat 
Meares smacked a three-run 
homer in die sixth inning 
and Greg Colbrunn had a 
two-run double in a five-run 


eighth to lead the Minnesota 
Twins to an 11-6 pounding 
of the Royals. 

Kansas City scored three 
in the fifth to grab a 4-3 
lead, but Minnesota 
answered with three in the 
sixth on Meares’s three-run 
shot with two outs off 
stanerTim Belcher (1-1) to 
take the lead for good. 

Todd Ritchie (2-1 ) earned 
the victory, pitching 1 1/3 
scoreless innings in the 
game which was played in 
near freezing temperatures. 

“ It was awful cold. I’m 
glad no one got hurt,” 
Twins manager Tom Kelly 
said. “ Meares had a nice 
day for us. Thai three-run 
homer was a big hit for us.” 
u My first two at-bats I hit 
it off the end of the bat and 
I couldn't feel eight of my 
10 fingers” Meares said. 

The Twins pushed across 
five more runs in the eighth 
for an 11-4 lead, ignited by 
Colbrunn's two-run double 
off reliever Jason Jacome. 


Radulescu 
into first 
ATP final 


MADRAS (R) — Alex 
Radulescu stormed into his 
first ATP Tour final on 
Saturday with a 6-3. 6-2 win 
over unseeded Frenchman 
Gerard Solves in the Indian 
Open semifinals. 

Fifth seed Radulescu will 
play Swedish sixth seed 
Mikael Tillstrom. who beat 
unseeded Romanian Andrei 
Pavel 6-3, 6-3 in the other 
semifinal. 

Romanian-born 

Radulescu, world ranked 
58th said: “I am obviously 
glad to make my first final of 
the ( ATP) Tour, Last year I 
reached the semifinals of the 
Indian Open and now look 
forward to winning the title. 

1111511001 ended a seed- 
scalping spree by Pavel, who 
had ousted top seed and 
Wimbledon champion 
Richard Krajicek of the 
Netherlands and seventh- 
seeded Magnus Norman of 
Sweden on his way to the 
semifinals. 


Davenport and Pierce 
reach Amelia Island final 


AMELIA ISLAND. Florida 
(R) — Sixth seed Lindsay 
Davenport powered her way 
into the final of the Bausch 
Lomb championships, 

where she will meet 11th 

seed Mary Pierce, who 
barely survived her semifi- 
nal on Saturday. 

Eighth-ranked Olympic 
champion Davenport shook 
off a slow start and over- 
powered 1 2th seed Amanda 
Coetzer of South Africa 7-5 

6- 2 in 85 minutes. 

Pierce, runner-up here last 

year, rallied from behind in 
both the second and third 
sets and saved a match point 
before pulling out a 2-6 7-5 

7- 6 victory over her close 
friend Iva Majoli of Croatia, 
the eighth seed. 

“I’m happy I hung in 
there,” said Pierce after sur- 
viving the two hour and 32 
minute match with a lot of 
help from untimely double 
faults by Majoli. 


“Yesterday, we laughed 
about playing the match. 
We said somebody has to 
win." said the 35th-ranked 
Pierce, this year's 
Australian Open rutmer-up 
who returned for this tour- 
nament after a five-week 
layoff with a thigh injury. 

The 14th-ranked Coetzer 
jumped out to an early 4-1 
lead against Davenport, 
who stands a full foot (30 
cm l taller than the swift but 
compact South African. 

The American began 
going for her shots in a big 
way after that, pummelling 
Coetzer with a steady bar- 
rage of high-speed winners 
as Davenport reeled oft' the 
next nine games and won 12 
of the last 15 overall. 

“I started to take the ball 
early.” said Davenport, who 
will go for her third title of 
the year and first on clay 
Sunday. *i was hitting the 
ball hard and deep and con- 


trolling the match.” 

Said Coetzer: "It’s hard to 
see her ball coming at you at 
that speed. You feel rushed 
because die ball comes back 
so fast.” 

Majoli dominated Pierce 
during the first set of their 
semifinal and held leads of 
4-2 in the second and 4- 1 in 
an error-filled third over the 
Canadian -bom 
Frenchwoman. 

But the Croatian misfired 
with 12 double faults, 
including an agonising one 
at match point when she 
was serving at 5-4, 40-30 in 
the third set. 

"I choked a little bit on my 
serve," said Majoli. show- 
ing a flare for understate- 
ment. 

Her first serve at match 
point dumped into the bot- 
rom of the net and the sec- 
ond serve barely reached 
the net. Majoli double fault- 
ed four times in that 10- 


point game. 

"The worst thing is I sinn- 
ed so good," lamented 
Majoli. “The only thine that 
was disappointing was I had 
so many chances.” 

Pierce also had a tough 
time, basically handing 
Majoli a 4- 1 lead in the third 
set with a string of unforced 
errors in a very loose ser- 
vice game. But the Croatian 
had plenty of time to return 
the favour, coming up 
empty while serving for the 
match at 5-4 and again at ft- 
3. 

In the tie-break. Pierce 
reached her lone match 
point when Majoli smacked 
a forehand long to make it 
6-5. Majoli then sailed a 
return long to hand Pierce 
the match. 

'Tin happy with the 
match even though 1 didn’t 
play us good as I could," 
Pierce said. 


Rain halts Chang’s 
victory in Hong Kong 

HONG KONG (R) — Top seed Michael Chang of the 
United States was on the verge of victory over Australia’s 
Patrick Rafter when rain stopped play in the final of the 
Hong Kong Open on Sunday. 

Chang, bidding to add to his triumphs in Memphis and 
Indian Wells earlier this year, was 6-3 5-3 ahead and held 
two match points when a sudden downpour halted the 
action. 

The world number three had gained the upper hand over 
the fifth-seeded rafter with a fine display of baseline tennis 
against the serve and volleyer. 

Chang delighted his Hong Kong fans with a series of 
passing shots and several effective lobs as he carved out a 
comfortable lead. 

The match, a repeat of the 1994 final which Chang won. 
was twice interrupted by rain. On the second occasion offi- 
cials waited three hours before abandoning play until 
Monday morning with Chang requiring just one point to 
clinch his third Hong Kong Open title. 


Walker hits league-leading homer as Rockies win again 


DENVER (R.I — Larry 
Walker kept up his torrid 
early-season home run pace 
to help the surging Colorado 
Rockies out slug the 
Montreal Expos 12-8 on 
Saturday for their seventh 
consecutive victory. 

Walker hit his league-lead- 
ing seventh homer and 
Vinny Castilla matched 
Walker's two-run shot with 
his fifth in a four-run second 
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inning to lift the Reds to a 2- 
1 victory over the Florida 
Marlins. 

Reesse, starting at shortstop 
in place of injured star Barry 
Larkin, smacked a two-out 
single down the right-field 
line in the bottom of the 
10th, bringing home Eric 
Owens and ending 
Cincinnati's five-game los- 
ing streak and Florida’s five- 
game winning streaJc. ' 

“It's a dream come true,” 
said Reese. “First big-league 
hit and RBI and it wins the 
game.” 

~ Reds starter Mike Morgan 


allowed a run on four hits in 
5-1/3 innings, with Stan 
Belinda, Mike Remlinger, 
Jeff Shaw and winner Hector 
Carrasco holding the potent 
Florida offence hitless the 
rest of the way. 

In Chicago, Jeff Blauser 
singled home Ryan Klesko 
from second with two outs in 
the ninth inning as the 
Atlanta Braves kept the 
Cubs winless with a 2-1 vic- 
■tory. 

Chicago has lost its first 
nine games for the worst 
start in team history, while 
the Braves improved to 7-3. 


In St Louis, Bobby Abreu 
had a pinch-hit bases-loaded 
triple in a four-run sixth 
inning and Ramon Garcia 
pitched five solid innings in 
his first National League 
start as the Houston Astros 
held on for a 7-5 victory 


over the Cardinals. 

Jeff Bagwell smacked a 
solo homer in the third and 
scored twice for the Astros. 

Abreu was batting for 
Garcia (1-0), who gave up 
two runs and four hits in 
picking up the win. 


Deluxe Furnished Apartment 


Consisting of three' bedrooms, living room, 
spacious salon, three bathrooms. Location: 
Extension of Madina Munawara Street leading to 
the area between the 6th and 7th Circles. 

Please call Tel.: 816887 and 690110 
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Jaraey Wright (2-0) picked 
up the victory despite allow- 
ing six runs and 1 1 hits over 
seven innings. 

“I wasn’t really happy with 
my numbers," said Wright, 
who had trouble pitching in 
bitter cold after trying to bat. 

“1 hit it off the end of the 
bat and my fingers went 
numb. The first two hitters (I 
pitched to), I couldn't feel 
my middle fingers, and I 
thought, ‘I hope this goes 
away real quick-"’ 

Jim Bullinger (0-2) was 
rocked for eight runs, six 
hits and four walks in just I 
2/3 innings and suffered the 
loss. 

David Segui and Rond ell 
white hit solo homers to 
pace Montreal's 14-hit 

attack. The Expos (3-5.) have 
lost five in a row after open- 
ing the season with three 
wins. 

In Cincinnati, Pokey 

Reese, recalled from the 
minors earlier in the day, 
made the most of his first 
big-league hit by driving in 
the winning run in the 10th 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HIRSCH 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AQ4 OAKQ C-S 4 3 2 4A102 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 

A. - Yon have a very fine hand 
indeed, bat have no Idea yet where 
to place the contract. While it bote 
as ifyonr side is going to declare in 
spades, possibly ax the dam level, 
diamonds or no trump amid be 
equally viable. To leave as much 
room as possible to explore, bid two 
' dubs. 

Q. 2 - Neither vulnerable, as 

South you hold: 

*Afl PQ83 OK 7 6 *AK1073 

the bidding with one spade°^WTmt 
action do you take? 

A • When your holding in opener’s 
suit is a doubleton ace. a one- no- 
trump overtoil is not appealing. 

The question is whether you should 
doable despite the fact that you 
would like to hold a fourth heart, or 
hid two chibs, which tends to sug- 
gest a belter suit and an unbal- 
anced hand. We prefer the double. 

Q,3 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

aAJS CAS Oil 96 5 *AffJ6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 
17 DU 2C 3 0 
Fan ? 

What action do you take? 

A. - Don't bid three no tramp. On 
the auction partner must be bid- 
ding ou distributional values and 
cannot possibly have a suit that will 
run opposite yoor jack. To show 
vour strength without bypassing 
three no trump, we suggest you 
cue-bid three 1 


Q.4 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

«AQ641 CAQ1073 035 *8 

T^bdcfogtes prw^d. goinH 

Pus lv DU ? 

What action do you take? 

A. - It depends on yoor methods. If 
you play theta response at the one- 
level would be a force, then bid one 
spade now and follow with s jump 
in hearts. If not. the only way to 
convince partner of your strength is 
to redouble. 

Q- 5 - East-West vulnerable, as 

South you hold: 

4A102 71074 OJ973 *AQ9 

The bidding has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOOTH 
It? DU Peas ? 

What action do you take? 

A. - A surprisingly difficult hand 
because of the flat shape and no 
source of tricks. The accepted way 
to show thin type ofhand is to start 
with a cue-bid of two hearts and 
then consider raistog any suit part- 
ner bids. Don 'the surprised if that 
gets you overboard, or tenures 
partner inr« declaring a 4-3 fix. 

Q.6 - Both vulnerable, as South 
yuu bold: 

AS 4 109 3732 OVoid AKJ10S 

TJu^Jiddin^has pi S0CTH 

in i jvr Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. • Had partner opened the bid- 
ding with one no trump, you would 
have responded four hearts. Since 
partner’s overeat! shows the same 
type ofhand, olben with A greater 
posriUbt)' of wasted values in dia- 
monds, there is so reason not to 
nuke the — bid now. Bid four 
hearts. , 
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A little note from 

Kan Zaman 

Our new contact numbers are: 

738391 - 738392 
738393 - 738394 

Fax 738395 
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Aquamarina Hotels 
seeking employment 

MASSAGE & AEROBATICS 
SPECIALIST 

Candidates should have: 

* Minimum 3 years experience . 

Good command of English language. 

Qualified persons should send the CV to: 




DE LA HOYA WINS WBC WELTERWEIGHT TITLE: Oscar De La Hoya (L) and 
Pemell Whitaker battle for the WBC Welterweight championship title in Las 
Vegas. Oscar de La Hoya kept his round perfect and claimed a world title in a 
fourth different weight class by capturing Pernell Whitaker’s World Boxing 
Council welterweight crown with a unanimous decision (Reuters photo) 
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Under The Patronage of Her Majesty Queen NoorAl Hussein 

The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

and 

The Embassy of Switzerland in Jordan 
in cooperation with 
proudly present 

THE SWISS PARAVENTO THEATRE COMPANY 
Cases of Hunger and Love 

a Com media dell’Arte 

Text by Luisella Sala 
Directed by Alessandro Marchettl 

Monday. 21 April 1997 the Royal Cultural Centre-Main Theatre. 8:00 pm 
Ticket Price: JD 7 
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Tickets available at: 

- AJjhlia Abeia Superstore, id hSWKl 

- Alriur Flowers, tel. 

-Bobiche. id. 061322 

- Caffe Mote. id. I50SS5 

- Music Boh. lei 8I5T45 
■Geneva Howl Amman, tel. hSh I *10 

for a longer life I -Romero Restaurant. id. 64422? 

I - Safewav, tel. I*fl53 1 1 
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Iran 'gives preference' to Russian 
firms versus traditional European 

Hundreds of thousands demonstrate at German 
embassy; ambassadors recalled on both sides 


Combined agency 
dispatches 


IRAN AND Europe are 
unlikely to allow a row over 
a German court ruling that 
Tehran ordered political 
killings in Berlin in 1992 to 
go beyond diplomatic 
moves and hurt commercial 
ties, diplomats and analysts 
say. 

European Union (EU) 
members, except Greece, 
have since Thursday's rul- 
ing decided to recall their 
ambassadors from Tehran 
for consultations. But they 
stopped short of imposing 
trade sanctions against Iran, 
which France has rejected. 

Iran, the world’s third 
largest oil exporter, has said 
it will reciprocate the 
ambassador recall by sum- 
moning home its top envoys 
from EU countries. 

Analysts and diplomats 
who follow Iran said they 
did not believe Europe, 
which had so far resisted 
U.S. pressure to impose 
sanctions on the Islamic 
republic, would escalate the 
row beyond the diplomatic 
moves. 

“The European communi- 
ty wants to make a political 
point to Tehran.” one 
Western diplomat said. “It 
does not look like it wants 
to jeopardise trade rela- 
tions." 

They said Iran, which is 
fighting U.S. auempts to 
isolate it, would do its best 
to defuse the crisis. 

Diplomats and analysts 
compared the row to that 
sparked by the 1989 death 
edict by Iran's late spiritual 
leader AyatoUah Ruhollah 
Khomeini against British 
author Salman Rushdie, for 
alleged blasphemy against 
Islam in his book “The 
Satanic Verses.” 

EU states and Iran at the 
time withdrew their ambas- 
sadors and Iran severed 
diplomatic ties with Britain. 

The Europeans, except for 
Britain, said a month later 
they would allow their 
ambassadors ro return to 
Tehran, but kept a ban on 
high-level contacts with 
Iran for another seven 
months. 

Britain and Iran resumed 


relations in 1990. 

“The verbal war. the 
diplomatic steps were much 
stronger then and yet 
Europe and Iran got over 
that even though the death 
edict against Rushdie is 
officially still in place,” one 
analyst said. “Then the EU 
members were reluctant to 
jeopardise their companies' 
business contracts and I 
can't see why that should 
change now." 

But the diplomats and 
analysts cautioned that the 
current crisis could become 
harder to resolve as the 
Berlin court findings were 
the first by a Western judi- 
ciary to directly blame Iran 
for assassinations of exiled 
opposition figures. 

“This case is more serious 
than the row- over Rushdie... 
But it looks clear the Iranian 
government does not want 
ro go any further and will 
cry very hard to find a solu- 
tion to this,” said London- 
based Iranian journalist, Ali 
Reza Nourizadeh. 

“Iran is becoming closer 
to Russia and China and the 
European states don't want 
to push Iran too much that 
way.” 

He said the election of a 
new president in Iran in 
May would give a chance to 
Tehran to “say there is a 
new leadership, let's open a 
new chapter." 

The diplomats and ana- 
lysts agreed that neither 
Europe nor Iran would take 
a decision on sanctions 
lightly. 

“Despite the political talk, 
it is the dollar that will 
decide what happens," Mr. 
Nourizadeh added. 

“The mutual attraction is 
obvious. European compa- 
nies have expertise in key 
oil and power sectors. Iran 
has oil money and is the 
largest consumer market in 
the Gulf,” one diplomat 
said. 

The EU relies on Iran for 
10 per cent of its oil 
imports. Iran had a trade 
surplus of $1 billion with 
the EU in 1995. 

For Iran any threat to its 
European sales would spell 
disaster virtually cutting it 
off from the Western world. 

An earlv indication of the 


business community resist- 
ing possible sanctions came 
from Australia where wheat 
fanners urged the govern- 
ment to reject calls to ban 
trade with Iran where 
Australia's wheat market is 
worth $390 million a year. 

Berlin and Tehran appear 
keen to avert a total diplo- 
matic break. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel said Iran must 
show respect for interna- 
tional law before Berlin 
could discuss a fresh start in 
relations, but he defended 
the “critical dialogue,” 
championed by Berlin and 
agreed by the EU in 1992 
under the influence of the 
edict against Mr. Rushdie. 

He, however, said Berlin 
did not want to inflame the 
crisis and Iran appeared to 
have the same policy. 

Iran, which has repeatedly 
denied all involvement in 
the killings, has urged EU 
states not to jeopardise their 
interests in Iran over the 
verdict. 

The Iranian plan to recall 
its EU envoys comes amid 
growing tensions between 
Iran and Germany, until 
recently Tehran’s biggest 
trade partner and closest 
Western friend. 

Bonn has been a staunch 
advocate of critical dialogue 
with Iran, a policy which 
means maintaining good 
relations and trade ties 
while also engaging in dia- 
logue over human rights. 

Iran's English-language 
daily Iran News said on 
Sunday “the diplomatic cri- 
sis between the European 
Union and Iran has begun.” 
but urged EU states not to 
join an American economic 
and political campaign to 
isolate Iran. ■ * . 

“The EU countries will 
not let the U.S. fuel the fire 
of the present crisis. Say 
again a big ‘no’ to the same 
U.S. that called on the EU to 
join its policy in isolating 
Iran by limiting trade with 
Tehran.” it said. 

Washington accuses 
Tehran of sponsoring inter- 
national terrorism, a charge 
which Iran has repeatedly 
denied. 

The court ruling said the 
assassinations were ordered 


by a secret special opera- 
tions committee whose 
members included Iran’s 
president, its religious 
leader, intelligence minister 
and the head of foreign pol- 
icy. 

But it stopped short of 
explicitly naming Iranian 
President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani and spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, whom prosecu- 
tors bad accused of ultimate 
responsibility for the attack 
in Berlin's Mykonos 
Restaurant. 

Germany has ordered four 
Iranian diplomats to leave 
the country and recalled its 
ambassador in Tehran 
immediately after the court 
verdict. Iran also recalled its 
ambassador and expelled 
four German diplomats. 

Mr. Rafsanjani on Friday 
criticised the verdict but 
said the diplomatic row was 
a “passing storm" provoked 
by the United States and 
Israel. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel said on 
Saturday that Iran must 
show respect for interna- 
tional law before Bonn 
could discuss a fresh start in 
relations. 

Iran sought Arab support 
on Sunday in its confronta- 
tion with the EU. saying the 
crisis concerned the whole 
Middle East region. 

The head of the Iranian 
interests section in Cairo, 
Akbar Qassemi, met Arab 
League chief Esmat Abdul 
Meguid to brief him on “the 
decision by EU countries to 
recall their ambassadors 
from Tehran as well as the 
dangers and challenges fac- 
ing all countries in the 
region, be they Iran or Arab 
countries ” a league official 
said. 

Mr. Qassemi requested the 
meeting, the first visit by an 
Iranian official to Arab 
League headquarters since 
1992 when Tehran became 
embroiled in a territorial 
dispute with league member 
the United Arab Emirates, 
the official said. 

After the meeting, Mr. 
Qassemi refused to com- 
ment on the Iranian-EU rift. 


(Continaed on page 7 ) 


Iraq: U.N. delaying medical supplies 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq accused the United 
Nations on Sunday of delaying medical sup- 
plies under Baghdad's oil-for-food deal 
signed with the world body. 

Health Ministry Undersecretary Shawky 
Marcus said his government had submitted 
several hundreds of medical contracts but 
only a few of them had been approved by the 
U.N. Sanctions Committee on Iraq. 

“We submit more than 500 contracts in the 
health aspect... until today the committee has 
approved just five per cent of that number.” 
Mr. Marcus told reporters in Baghdad. 

Under the deal, which went into effect in 
December. Iraq is allowed to sell S2 billion 
worth of oil to buy food and medicine for its 
population, suffering from U.N. sanctions 
imposed for Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Foodstuffs bought under the pact have start- 
ed piling up in Iraq since last month bur no 
medicine has arrived yet. 

A U.N. source said this week that no medi- 
cine was expected to reach the country until 
the end of April or beginning of May. 

The World Health Organisation (WHO) 


said in February that Iraq’s health system was 
close to collapse and urged the Sanctions 
Committee to speed up its processing of Iraqi 
contracts for medical supplies. 

Who expressed concern that diseases, 
including malaria and typhoid, threatened to 
reappear in Iraq. Hospitals lacked basic med- 
icines and electricity to refrigerate vaccines 
against deadly outbreaks of polio and dipthe- 
ria. 

“Delaying shipments of medicine and med- 
ical supplies means more suffering and more 
sadness.” the Iraqi official said. 

Iraq's revenue from the limited oil sales 
after setting apart 30 per cent for Gulf war 
reparations and other U.N. costs will be about 
SI .3 billion, of which S210 million were allo- 
cated for medicine. 

“The actual demands of medicine and the 
needs in (Iraqi ) hospitals are much more than 
that,” Mr. Marcus said. 

He said Iraq's medical purchases used to 
reach an annual amount of $500 million 
before the Gulf war while now it was only $50 
to S60 million a year. 
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Israeli army 
defuses 
bomb in 


Gaza Strip 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — The Israeli army said 
on Sunday it defused a 
bomb planted at a Jewish 
settlement in the Gaza 
Strip. 

“An explosive device 
which was placed north of 
greenhouses of the Kfar 
Darom settlement in the 
Gaza Strip was found by 
Israeli army soldiers. A sap- 
per who rushed to the spot 
defused the device. No one 
was wounded and there was 
no damage,” the army said 
in a statement. 

Israeli security sources 
said the explosive device 
was “large.” 

Palestinian preventive 
security chief in the Gaza 
Strip Mohammad Dahl an 
disputed the Israeli report. 
“There was no bomb.” he 
told Reuters. 

The Israeli army said in 
response the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA1 
would have no knowledge 
of die bomb as it was placed 
within Kfar Darom settle- 
ment limits in an area under 
Israeli army control. 

Israel withdrew from 
most of Gaza in 1994 under 
a self-rule peace deal with 
the PNA but its troops 
remained to defend several 
heavily armed settlement 
enclaves in the Strip. 

Palestinian anger has been 
running high since Israel 
broke ground on a Jewish 
settlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem on March 18, 
touching off a new wave of 
West Bank unrest. 


Iranian 
official 
linked to 
bombing 
suspect 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
U.S. and Saudi intelligence 
authorities have linked a 
senior Iranian government 
official to a group of Shiite 
Muslims suspected of 
bombing a U.S. military 
compound in Saudi Arabia 
last year, the Washington 
Post reported in its Sunday 
editions. 

U.S. and Arab officials 
said Brigadier Ahmad 
Sheriff, a senior Iranian 
intelligence officer and a 
top official in Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guands, met 
two years before the bomb- 
ing with Hani Abdul Rahim 
Sayegh. a Saudi Shiite 
arrested in Canada last 
month as “a direct partici- 
pant” in the June 25 blast 
that killed 19 U.S. service- 


men. 

The intelligence tying 
Sheriff to Sayegh has per- 
suaded a growing number 
of U.S. and Saudi officials 
of Iran’s direct involvement 
in the attack at the Khobar 
Towers housing complex, 
the newspaper said, quoting 
U.S. and Arab officials. 

“Iran was the organising 
force behind it,” one U.S. 
official told the paper. 

No comment was imme- 
diately available on the 
report from the State 
Department or the Federal 
Bureau of Investigations 
(FBT), which is the lead 
U.S. agency on the investi- 
gation. Saudi Arabia is han- 
dling the investigation since 
it took place on its territory. 

The evidence of Iranian 
links to the Saudi Shiites 
suspected in the Khobar 
bombing includes bank 
checks signed by Sheriff, 
Arab sources told the Post, 
although it was unclear 
whether the checks were 
given to Sayegh or other 
suspects. 

Much of the information 
came from intercepts of 
telephone calls Sayegh 
made to his wife and family 
in Saudi Arabia from 
Canada before he was 
arrested, the newspaper 
said. 

Unaware his phone was 
tapped over a seven-month 
period, Sayegh disclosed 
details of his role in the 
bombing and named others 
with whom he collaborated, 
the sources told the paper. 

The Post quoted the ’offi- 
cials as saying the evidence 
appeared to show a conclu- 
sive link to Sherifi, also 
known as Abu Jalal, tut one 
U.S. official said it did not 
“rise to the level (necessary) 
for a criminal prosecution.” 

Canadian court docu- 
ments contend Sayegh 
drove a surveillance car 
behind the explosives-filled 
tanker used to demolish the 
Khobar complex. Sayegh 
denies any involvement and 
says he was in Syria at the 
time of the attack. 

Sheriff’s duties include 
organising Hizbollab cells 
in Arab countries around 
the Gulf, the newspaper 
quoted U.S. and Arab 
sources as saying. He was 
implicated during a trial in 
Bahrain last year for 15 
Bahraini Shiite dissidents 
convicted of several hotel 
and restaurant bombings 
which killed more than 20 
people. 

Separately, the Post 
reported that a second air 
force investigation has 
again exonerated all officers 
who were responsible for 
security at Khobar Towers. 

The air force reopened its 
inquiry into whether any 
officers were negligent in 
safeguarding the complex 
against terrorist attack in 
January, after pressure by 
top Pentagon officials who 
were dissatisfied with the 
initial probe. 

The first report concluded 
that tire bombing would 
have occurred regardless of 
any chain of command that 
might have been in effect 

No comment was imme- 
diately available from the 
Defence Department. 


LEA PUBLISHED: Widow of slain Israeli premier 
Yitzhak Rabin. Lea poses for photographers late on 
Saturday in Hamburg, with a copy of her book — a 
Biography of her Husband — which she is currently 
promoting in Germany during a three-day visit (.AFP 
photo) 


Religious Israeli 
Jews lose court 
case to secularists 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel’s religious commu- 
nity suffered a setback in 
their cultural war with sec- 
ular Jews Sunday when 
the supreme court ruled to 
keep a major Jerusalem 
highway open on the 
Jewish Sabbath. 

A seven-judge panel 
rejected a recommenda- 


tion by Transportation 
Minister Yitzhak Levy that 


the Bar Dan Road be 
closed on Saturdays to 
respect the feelings of 
ultra-Orthodox Jews Dy- 
ing along it 

However, the ultra- 
Orthodox community, 
which has staged violent 
protests against motorists 
on Bar Dan, vowed to fight 
on. 

Observant Jews do not 
drive on the Sabbath, as 
under strict Jewish law 
respect for the day of rest 
means no operation of 
machinery. 

Bar Dan has become the 
front line in the battle 
between ultra-Orthodox 
and secular Jews over how 
far religious law should be 
imposed in Israel. 

The closure of the road 
was one of the top issues 
demanded by reDgious 
parties when they agreed 
to join Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
right-wing coalition last 
June. 

Left-wing leaders 
warned that it would harm 
the rights of most IsraeUs 
who are secular. 

In the court decision, six 
judges ruled that Mr. 
Minister Levy, a member 
of the National ReDgious 
Party, had not taken into 
consideration the interests 
of local secular residents 
whose guests visiting on 
the Sabbath would have 
difficulties reaching them 
if the road were closed. 

'This is a win for the 
secular in one aspect of 
the cultural war.” said 
Professor EDezer Don- 
Yehiva of Bar Dan 
University, an expert on 
reDgious affairs. “But it is 
not over yet.” 

ReDgious leaders 
warned the battle to close 
the Toad would intensify 
with massive demonstra- 
tions Dke those in the past 
that have flared into vio- 
lence between the 


Orthodox and^jjobce try- 


ing to keep them from 
blocking the road. 

‘The authorities will 
have no choice,” Mr. Don- 
Yehiya said. “In order to 
keep order, they wifi have 
to close the road ” 

In the end. the major 
thoroughfare connecting 
north and central 


Jerusalem will be closed, 
members of the Orthodox 
community insisted. 

Avraham Ravitz of the 
coabtion-member Unired 
Torah Judaism Party 
warned that if Mr. Levy 
was unable to reach a 
viable solution with the 
court, the reDgious parties 
in the government would 
have no choice but to draft 
a law that would bypass 
the court decision. 

“If it is not closed, we 
will demand a change in 
the law.” Mr. Ravitz” told 
AFP. 'The law would give 
raunicipabties the right to 
close their streets, even in 
reDgious matters." 

“The decision should be 
in the hands of the govern- 
ment and the Knesset 
where we know how to 
live together and can reach 
a resolution,” Mr. Ravitz 
added. 

Secular Jews hailed the 
decision to keep Bar Dan 
open as a major step for- 
ward for democracy in the 
Jewish state, where less 
than 20 per cent of the 
population is Orthodox. 

But even Labour Party 
member Ofir Pinis. which 
led the effort to keep the 
road open, agreed the 
sides will have to continue 
a dialogue to find a perma- 
nent. more acceptable 
solution to both sides. 

“The secular public is 
willing to give in and is 
not interested in a cultural 
war and the transportation 
minister must create a dia- 
logue of the city's resi- 
dents,” Mr. Pinis said. 

In order to appease the 
secular public that places 
high symbolic importance 
on the road, the govern- 
ment will have to gram 
them concessions if the 
road is closed, Mr. Don- 
Yehiya said. 

Such measures would 
include the construction of 
another road that would 
serve as an alternative to 
Bar Dan. 

Three religious parties 
represent 23 of the gov- 
erning coab Don's 66 "seat 
majority in the 120-mem- 
ber Knesset, and they con- 
trol five ministries. 

A public commission 
appointed by the supreme 
court in August to look 
mto the ultra-Orthodox 
demands made a tempo- 
rary decision in November 
that Bar Dan should only 
be closed during prayers 
on the Sabbath. 

But the protesters want- 
ed the road shut for the 
enure Sabbath — sun- 
down Friday to sundown 
Saturday. 


‘Bad guy' wrestler 
assaults Kuwaiti 
TV interviewer 


KUWAIT CITY (.AFP) _ 
A Kuwaiti television 
interviewer was assaulted 
during a live broadcast 
when he asked ^ 
American professional 
wrestler if his fights were 
a put-up job. the English, 
language Arab Times said 
Sunday. Bassam Al 
Othman was verbally and 
physically attacked after 
he asked World Wrestling 
Federation (WWF) hulk 
“Vader'’ if what he di«U 
“was fake” during air 
interview broadcast Dye 
on Saturday. When asked, 
the 208-kilogramme 
wrestling giant answered 
by jumping on Othman, 
grabbing him by his tie. 
and saying: “Am I faking 
now?" and continued 
with a tirade of abuse, the 
paper said. Othman told 
the Arab Times he filed an 
assault case with the local 
police after the incident, 
but WWF officials later 
said Othman had accepted 
an apology from Vader 
and explained the outburst 
as “part of Vader’s bad 
guy persona.” The WWF 
is holding a series of 
fights in Kuwait for the 
second year running. 


Carreras sings 
to cheering 
audience in Beirut 


BEIRUT (AP) — After $ 
two-month delay because 
of the death of his father, 
Spanish tenor Jose 
Carreras sang to a fall 
house in Beirut. “You are 
an extraordinary audi- 
ence.” Carreras told a 
cheering crowd of about 
7,000 people on Saturday 
night. Tickets for the per- 
formance in the Forum de 
Beyrouth Hall sold for 
between $65 to $200. 
Carreras sang solos and 
sometimes duets with 
soprano Isabella Rey dur- 
ing the four-hour show. 
The orchestra was con- 
ducted by David 
Gimenez. Forum de 
Beyrouth is in the 
Qarantina district, an area 
that witnessed some of the 
most savage fighting in 
the 1975-90 civil war. The 
concert, that was original- 
ly scheduled for 
Valentine's Day, was 
postponed because 
Carreras wanted to be 


near his aiUng father, whoa 
)ital iir 


later died at a hospital 
Barcelona. Spain. 


‘Jackie Robinson 
broke colour bar 
for black athletes’ 


NEW YORK (AFP) - 
Former baseball star Hank 
Aaron, the sport's all-time 
home run leader, says the 
late legendary player 
Jackie Robinson bad a 
sense of mission which 
black players today lade 
In a signed editorial pub- 
lished in Sunday's New 
York Times, Aaron said 
Robinson — the first 
black player in U.S. major 
league baseball — suf- 
fered personal humilia^ 
tion in breaking the 
colour bar "for me and all 
the young black kids like 
me.” Aaron, senior vice 




president of CNN Airport 
Network, says Robinson 
would not approve of the 
black players' attitude 
toward the sport today. 
Tm sure Jackie would be 
pleased to see how well 
black athletes are doing 
these days. But 1 suspect 
he’d want to shake some 
of them until the dollar 
signs fell from their eyes 
so they could once again 
see straight." writes .Aaron 
in the daily. Robinson, 
who died in 1972 at the 
age of 53. was National 
League rookie of the yea* 
in 1947 and the National ^ 
League’s Most Valuable 
Player in 1949. 
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